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' 'THE GOVERNMENT SEEKS PROPERTY ABROAD''

Under thrs headl ine in the newspaper "Commersant" oi  November 20 '1998 # 217f62A) a tong art ic le was
published regarding property beicnging to the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission and the Orthodox Palestine Society in
Jei'usaiem

In a sori of short introduction to the article by Vladlen Siroikin, a Professor cf the Diplomatic Academy of the
Ministry for Internal Affairs of the Russian FeCei'airon and a President cf the lnternationa! Export Councii of the Russian
Foundation for Culture and Vaiuables Abroad rve find the following information it is revealed that "the problem of the
relurn of Russian Property locaied abroad has been studied since 1991 "

In this introductron it is stated that "in the anfr-crisis program of the government there is a following: 'to discover
and prove the rights of ownership of Russra to properties cf the t-,,SSR and the Russian Empire' Today in the Ministi-y for
lnternattonai Affairs there wi i !  be a meetrng of a smal i  board'  wh:ch wi l l  d iscuss ways to sclve this problem Russia
already has successful ly made kncwn and proven her i -rght5 to iwo holdings of real-estate in Jerusalem The most direct
part ic ipatron in this act i i :n was by the present Premrer Eugene Primakov iFini(elstein, ed. j .  the Mrnisier of  the Foreign
Affarrs [emph by "Ch. tl "j

The ert ic ie gives scme br ief  infei 'mat ion on the source o{ ine r ients r t f  ownership of the REM and the OPS in
Jerusa iem in  i917

In a chapiei  i ' ranied "Return" r t  rs i -eporled that " in the begrnnrng or the 3C s the Bri t ish authori t ies who at ler the
end of World \A/ai-  |  ocr:upieC Palestrnian lands at that t rTn€ seize: a ihe j 'eai  estale rn the Holy Land ivhich had once
beionged to Russta " Yet tn the very f i rst  years after revoiutton aireaoy ,n tne eari ' , .  20's the Temporary Supreme
Fcclesiast ical  Admrnrstr : t tcn estabirshed abroad took measures to plr t  n orCer the iegai and frnancial  s i tuat icn of the
church  proper ty  rn  Ho,v  Lano and very  qurck ly  sent  Archbrshop AnasrJSSy iGr ,oancvshy ,  rvho  ra te r  succeeded
Metropol i tan Anthony Archbrshop Anastassy spent a bi t  more than 1O years rn the Hoiy,  Land aird during thts t ime not
cniy put in order the st tuatton of the Jerusalem Mission, but also garned an extraordlnary respect rn Jerusalem
Patr iarchate ano mil t tary crrcles of the "Bri t ish mandate" as wel l  as havrng a close personal relat ionshrp '+rr th the
contemporary Patriarch Damian

in the mid-S0's when Patriareh Benedict came to New York and fuletropoiitan Anastassy pald him an offrcia! visit
rn ihe hotei. it was ncted that iwo patriarchai archdeacons fought over the Metropoiitan's sta,{ in order io have ihe honor
to hand it to the Metropolitan at his departure

Sirotkin relates thai "the irratier nioved iorward in 199i when there was established an International cornmiitee
cf experts fcr rnaterial and cultura! valuables abroad " ln 1993 this commtttee of experts rnade a list cf Russra's reai
estate holdings Among them. the lsrael i  governmeni already has returned to the Russian Federat ion. f ree of charge
tv'ro holdlngs Hoi,v Trtnity Cathedral and burldrng of the REM At that time rt became known that a representatrve of the
israel i  governmeni iold Sirotkin " i t  is better to grve r t  to you rather than to tne Palest inians l1/e need you more." What
sort  of  legal nghts lsrael is and Palest inians have to Russian prooert ies in the Holy Land rs a puzzle in the game of
contempoi'arl, dipicnrats

Yet Strotkrn does foresee some drf f icul t ies in seizrng this oroperty.  s ince sorne members of the House of
Romanoff  were memoers of the OPS and he does not exclude the pcsslbi l l ty of  a cou( i r ia l  wrth their  heirs

The art ic le refers to 27 holf l lng5 to be seized by the Russian Federat lon Among lhern are the so-cal ied
"fxcavat ions" anci Geihsemane Corrvent tb,oth property of the OPS) as wel l  as the air"eady serzed Hebron Monastery and
the huge garden in Jer icho with ihe Zacheas Tree As soon as this became known last year the Presrdent of the
Jerr,isaiem seciicri oi the OP$, Bishoc A.nthony immedrateiy fiied a couri case denrandrng the returr'l of iericho garden
Ceftainly the Mt.  of  Cl ives Convent as wel l  as al l  the proper^ty of the REM and the OPS are under the same threat

The rnain reason for the seizr:re of these properttes doubtlessly is the frnarrcial srtuation of the totally bankrupt
present government of Russia. The value of the propertres preserved through the efforts of Metropolitan Anastassy and
t h e S y n o d o f B i s h o p s e f t h e R O C O R r s e s t r m a t e d t o e x c e e d a t p r e s e n t l 0 0 b r i l r o n , J o l i a r s i  i t i s n o w o n d e r . t h e n , t h a t t h e
helrs of the international politicai crooks have dreams of getting thrs oroperty rnto their hands This is obvious from the
expression "the government's anii-crisis program "

Sirotkin's article finishes with a characterrstic sentence: "Therefore one has to hurryi"
It seems that Mr Sirctkin and Co. {in spite of hrs rmpressive trties) are not a'a',ai'e thai in the intei'nationai iaw oniy

embassies and ccnsulates are ccnsidered to be governrnent property All the rest were registe;^ed according to local
laws in ihe name of prrvate persons But churches and monasteries always were considered to be Church pr-operty,
except in extraordinary cases" when they could beiong io private indivlduals

After being appointed Chief cf the Ecclesiastrcai Missicn in Jerusaiem in 1968, Archimandrite Anthcny {Grabbei
,.'ery quickly put the Mission's documentation in order. At the recommendaiion of the Supreme Council of the OPS he

r a r = c  o l o c f o r {  i n  t h o  n n*a€ Frqlr-u .- .,,w y,-gl of Deputy President of ihe CPS and in the narne of ihe REM and the CPS filed a suit against the
lsraeli government which lasted nearly 15 years. The OPS was once under the protection of the Russian lmperial
governrnent. and according to existing documents the lsraeli government had to acknowledge that this is a self-
governing lay organization, which was not subordinate even to Russian church authorities. As is known. Archrmandrite
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Anthony won the court case against the lsraeii governmeni, which illegally handed over the property of the REM and the
OPS ia the governmeni of the forme:" USSR. ancj thus he quite ciearly croved the ownership oi the Jerusalem Mission
and rhe oPS

f , l ^ . , ^ / L - i ^ ^ -i\evefineless, at p;"eseni ii ls tne Synod of Bishaps of the ROCOR which "has io hurry" to urgently take
measures to prevent this ettack on part of people who have nothing to do with the Orthodox Church and whc would rn no
time squander th* Russran hlstcr"ical property in ihe Holy Land

At the same time. the question of the church prooerty in Bari remains unresolved. The bulletin "Ecumenicai News
lniernational" of January 20th devoted two full pages to this matter. The article reports thai "Until now an emigre church,
the Russian Orthodox Church Abroaei. whrch broke away frcm the liloscow Patriarchaie in the ig20s over the lartei's
cooperation with the Soviet government, has had exclusive control of the Bari building."

The three story bLlldrng of churcnes and quarlers for p!lgrims was starled in 'i311 by the OPS. bur because of
the Revoluiion in Russia was completed only in 1925 by efforts on the part of the ROCOR. However, after sor:"re time,
the OPS was unabie t0 pa! '  back al l  the loans made in order to complete the bui lding and had io sel l  i t  te munigpal
authoritias As the bulletin reports, now "the Moscow Patriarcnate ancj the New York based Synod both claim to be the
legal successors to the pr"e-revolut i ronary tmtJeriei  Orthodox Palest;re Sce 'et !  "

During Decembei of last year lhe Moscow Patr iarchate in the person of Metropol i tan Cyri l l  of  Smolensk
iGundiayev code ne:"ne in ihe KGB "l' l icnariov') srgned an aEreerneni ro+ith Mayor oi Bar! lo hav* cost free use cf the
bui iding and even appornted Pr- iest Vladrmir Kuchumov as rector of the 3rd f loor church The Patr iarchal prrest is io head
3 to*-n house for the MP tn l ia ly whrle r t  is expected that the ROCOR r,vi l l  get i ;se of the cnapei on the grcund f loor

Kuchumov declared "Thts rs a restorat ion of historrcal  lustrce The burlding was constructed wlth Russran money.
and i t  is not our faul t  thai  i t  became municipal  property "  The Patrrarchal representatrve certainiy fai ls to admit  that at  a
t ime when his previous Soviet government was closing and destroyrng churches rn Russia Russian refugees abroad
dorjated their last penntes in oi'der to compiete a structure which was started before the Revoiutron by compatriots in
Russia who by that i rme had become less fortunate. ln another words, rhe but ldtng was completecj  and to a certain
degree saved b!, Russtan r'efugee ernigi"es

The buileiin s feporters got in iouch by teiephone w;th Archbishop Ambrose of Vevey, a hierarch of ihe ROCOR,
who iolcj them thai he has no knowiedge of an agreemeni beiween the city administraiion and the Moscsw Patriarchate.
He also said ihat for scme 18 months he has had no access 1o the chr.rrch on the second floor because the municipaiitv
of Bari is undei'takrng restoration there.

l-Je said, "Officially. I have not recerved any information from the municipaiity. At the momeni I consider myself
the rulrng brshop over the whole [Russ;an] church in Bari  "

There rs nc doubt that the ROCA tn this mattei '  wi l i  not permit  tne l r4P to serze thrs property of the Russian
Church whicn she has fai thful ly guarded for almost 80 years Meanrvhrle the MP makes great plans for opening a home
for the elderiy there ancj mcst imponant ly for establ ishrng a center wrth off icrai  representat icn for her connectrons wi ih
the Vatican

AN UNEXPLAINED HUSH UP

After the soiemn translation of the relics of Metropolitan Philaret {thrr"d Frrst Hrerarch of the ROCOR) in
November of lasi year at Holy Trinity Monasieiy. which proved to be incorrupi man;/ of his admirers expected some
written information about thts event in at least the monastery's publication. "Orthodox Russia " Yet, to everyone's
surprise. even up tc the veiy end of the year the Holy Trinity Monastery did not feel it necessary tc wrrte about ;t even
briefly Cnly a bulletin published in Russia, "Ver-tograd-lnform" under" the jurisdiction of the ROCOR, reacted joyfully to
thrs news.

I t  seems by now that the off ic ial  publ icat ion of the ROCOR. "Church Lrfe '  has quiet ly ceased to exist :  dur ing the
last year oniy one issue for January-Aprii came out.

tuleanwhile, the newspaper "Radonezh" in the December issue # 18 (84). 1998 ihaving the same name as a radio
program) with ties to the MP in Russia published rather detailed infcimation about this event and characterized him as a
hierarch "known for the loftiness of his spiritual life."

it is beyond comprehension why Metrcpolitan Vitaly did not feei it necessal,, to pariictpate in such an occasicn
and why Archbishop Laurus did ever-yihing in his power to hide fronr the faithfut this manifestation of tha Lord's mercy
anci did not give rt any son of significance?

Maybe cne of the participants of ihis event guessed correctiy the reason for this hushing up. when he told
A:'chbtshop Laurus on the portico of Hoiy Trinity Monastery Church that ii seems Metropolitan Vitaly was ashamed to look
into the face of Metropolitan Philarel.
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INFORMATION REGARDING THE MURDER OF BROTHER JOSE MUNOZ_CORTES

Archpriesi Vlcior Polapov on Dec+mber 23,1gg8 staied on ilre internet that ne. Archpriest lril ichael de-
Casielbajac and a few other persons went to Athens, Greece to attend a two day long trial regarding the murder of
blother Jose Mu:ioz-Cortes

Accused was a Romenian. Chris ianel Chraru, whom thrs group met personal ly.  Chiaru strongiy denied
cornmitttng this rnurder although Archprlest Potapov had the !mpression that he was one of particrpants in lhis crime
This suspect was released for feasons cf leck of direct evidence However the court charged a second Romanlan.
Tundor Popa with murder. His finger prinis haci been found in the hotei roorn wnere the murder was commiiied.

Now there wili be another trial and a new court case Fr. Potapov's lawyer plans to present to the court a number
of documents and some witnesses

At the same lime. Archprrest Potapov clarifred that, according tc rnvestrgators, Jose was martyred in the aitempt
to get f rom him some tnformation and the autopsy reports categorrcal iy '  den5, that tnts murcier lnvolved sexual assault .  l t
was also veriftecj that Jose's body was noi embaimed in Greece or Canada nor rn the USA.

FROM THE L IFE OF THI  RUSSiAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
Suzdal-Viadin' :  r i  D rocese
According tc information from the Suzdal-Vladrmrr Drocese ruled by Arcnbrsnop Valent in.  i t  was learned that lust

recently thls Churrh cbtained official r*gistration !n the l"4inrstry of Justice l',law the par-lshes rlavg startad a process to be
tndividual ly registered as v.rel l .  Archbishop Valent in and hrs clergy are consrant iy snowered wrth paris of smur and anger
from the h4P through ner r"ecent ly establ ished newspaper "Orthooox Suzdai "  Lacxrng any valrd accusat ions i t  biames
him even for "betng the f i rs i  in the ci ty to ofrer 'humanrtarran assrstance grvrnJ parsnioners on the hci i iays packages
of used clothtng frcm abroad". and also constant feedrng specral ly needy'crtrzer is regardless of iheir  farth or part ic ipat icn
in another partsh One cf ihe appeals in the editorral  sectron emotlonal ly cles 'People wake upi Thls rs ai i  about
profanat ion of cur Russta whtch mav beweak yet stand up rn fai thfulness tc our mcther-homeland" { : l )  The archbishcp
commltted another crtnre when he donated a video-camera to the chi ldrens'  center lstok'  and organrzed for schooi
chi ldren a vis i t  to Ger-many {not with diocesan funds) to see the sister ei ty of Rottenburg And whai prevented or
prevents the Moscow Patriarchate now frorn cioing charitabie work? ls it possibie that there rs a shortage of funds?

The Nativ'ity and Theophany services in Suzdal were conducted very beautrfully and with a lot of farthfu! pfesent
i n  a n i + a  + L \ ^  f ^ ^ +  r h ^ rIn sprte {ne IacI inat recently the MP began a very heavy propaganda carnpaign against the Russian Church which
refuses to accept her autholity.

Thrs yeai '  on January 21, Viadimri ' 's TV stat ion presented sonre highl ighis from the Nai iv i ty service conducted by
At"chbtshop of Viadlniir and Suzdal Eulogy f a hierarch of the MPI and aiso showed Mr tJrncgradov. the communist
Governor of Vladimir who with hts entourage attended the service After' exchange of greetings between the governor
and t\4P clerics Mr Vinogradov addressed those present and said "On Christmas day people exchange glfts and I also
want to present you with a grf t  of  .17 churches In the Vladimrr Regron with ihe future possibl i i ly foi ' resicl ing them."
immedtately his assistant handed to Archblshop Eulogy folders ',,",ith documents The TV comrnentator added thai the
Viadtmtr Diocese has mcre than 200 churches and monaster ies and. now, 17 more have been added to them.

At the same i ime the Russian Orthodox Church can not get even two churches in vl l lages of Liakhovitsy and
Krapiry A committee in charge of giv lng back the churches informed the administrairon of the Suzdal and Vladimir
Diocese that there is no oblection on its part to giving it those churches. but supposedly. the correspondence about this
was lost somew'here Detween Suzdai anC Mosccw. According to ihe correspondence fron.; Suzdal, "in a democi-atic
country l ike Russta al l  relrgious organizat ions are equal.  but some are more equal than others. For Mr Governor the
faithfr"tl cf the Si;zdai Di=sese are sec-cnd class eiiizer:s and tney dc not deserve such a nagnifrcent gifi."

Accciding to Suzdal pracilce intr"educed by Archbrshop Valentin the services on the eve of the Natrr,lty sta* ai
rnidnight with three bishcps concelebrating In thrs service chrldren aiso participated who read on cleros and even have
their own childrens' choir At the end of the service according to local tradition Archbishop Valentin and ali the
parttcipating clergy and farthful sang earols rrear the Nativiiy icon The early Divrne Lriurgy started at 2 00 AM.

The festive perrod lasted in Suzdal for 5 days with different childrens presentations, irapezas and the giving of
gifts. All these e\rents were attended by Archbishop Vaientrn and clergy.

In spiie of iimited means, more than 250 people recerved modest gifts: children got candy and adults some
ifiings

Suzdal and Vladimir Diocese is specially concerned to imbue in her faithfui the importance of the Jufian calendar,
*vhich the MP considers to be a reltc of ihe past. The Patriarchaie even ahead of time posied an anncuncemeni about a
right service and moleben according tCI "the New Calendar." Through the efforts of Archbishop Valentin the Nev/ year
eventng services and service on the feast day were conCr.rcted wiih special care After the midnight sei'vice, a New
Year's *vening u-ras held in the Sunday school hall, where the chiidren by themselves organized a presentation
Aiieruards. near the brightly il iuminated Tsar Constantine Cathedral the Suzdal citizens exchanged greetings.
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The Free Orthociox Church in Latvia
The diocese of ihe Free Orthodox Church in Latvia again received a refusal to be registerecj from the Department

for Religious Affairs of ihe Justice Ministry of the Latvian Republrc. By now more than four years have passed for the
diocese of ihe Free Church in Laivia. r,vhich in spite cf countiess appeais to various agencies of this "independent"
repubiic stil l has not receivec ihe right io legally exist in its own country. The very latest request for government defense
and asststan*e against the arbriiarrness of the authcrrties r.vas addressed to the President of the Latvian Repubiic. The
Prestdent, without giving it a second thought, referred thrs appeal... to the Minrstry of Justice. the very same
governmental institution about wnich the Ffee Latvlan Chr-rrch so bitteriy complains All the refusals are motivated by the
names which Bishop Viktor offered for registration of his diocese and which supposedly are too close a reminder of
those which were already regrstereci pieviously Thai is ihe Church, headed by the Moscorv Patlarchate Archbishop
Alexander Kudriashov. As was reported by the newspaper "Latgales Laiks" of October 13. 19gB 'the Admrnisti"ator of
the emigre Latvian Orthodox Church in a letter to a department of the Ministry of iustice was infcrmed of the legaiity of
the excommunicat ion [of  Bishop Viktor.  Ed. "Ch. N."]  The Admrnistrator also noted that the r"el igious organizat ion named'The Latvian Orthocjor Churcn', 'Latvian Orthodor Apostolrc Church' 'Latvian Apostolic Church' in the understanding of
the Worid Onhodox Church [?!]  is a non-Christ ian uncanonicai  group At ihe same t ime, Kontuzorovs in his registrai ion
request noieci tnat the Latvtan Free Or"thocicx Church may use an'r cne of the above listed narnes and in its bi,*-laws has
defined its i 'eligion as Grthodox The tvlirrisir"y of Justrce believes tnat in ihe mattef of the above mentioned Church and
her i 1 con:muniiies. it is r;:rp+riai-i1 ic r€spect the ca:onr:o j norrrrs of the Or-ihcciox confession and the pnnciple of
separat ion of Chut^ch ano staie whrch is par-t  of  constt tutron of the Lari , tan Reprinl ic "

The: 'e !s i - tc dci :bt  that as i r  case cf the attacks by the MP r^ R!ssian Orihcdcx Ch*r 'ch in Russia, so too in the
"independent" Latvian Repub tc tn the face of democratrc la ' ,vs 'some 31s r,c i-€ equai than others" and everythinq runs
tnta the obsiacle of the cr-r , ' r rnal  Moscow Patrrarchate whtcn rs st fcngly slcporled Dv botn oovernments

ICON DESECRATICN IN MOSCOUJ

Several  Russtan newspapers reported almosl s imultaneously an outrageous and braspher-nous exhlbi t  rn the "Art
Manege '98",  whrch opened in Moscow on December 4, 1998 A port ion of thrs exhrD[ ent i |ed 'The young Atheist"  was
arranged by Avdel Ter-Oganian. This particular exhibition was a stand, covered with icons and. as was advertised in a
widely distributecj fiyer, ihe icons were put up for ihe express purpose of being cjeseci'ated A speciai "bill of tare" was
alsc advertised. "The respectec 1r-idges of contenrgorary art" were offered "material for blasphemy." So, desecration of
the icon of "Christ n*t made by hancis" was ', 'alued at 200 rubles. cf icon of the Vladimir Mother of God at 150 rubies. cl
Christ Paniocratorat i20 rubles Further- the organizers offered foran additional 50 rubles io give personal instructicn
on now.ne can Cesecrate an already purchased icon and advice on how to desecrate an icon at home for a iee of oniv
1  0  ruo les '

I t  is inter"est ing that accordrng to the very detai led descript ion of thrs event in the newspaper "Radonezh" # iB
{84) 1998 the art ist ic directoi 'of  the exhibrt  Yelena Romanova was perfect ly aware that Avdei Ter-Oganian had
prevtously caused wtth a simi lar blasphemy a scandai in Montenegro and was even anathematized for r t  by ihe Serbian
Orthodox Church Neveriheless she lustr f ied permit trng this exhrbrt  wrth the excuse that "Avder is a yery good art ist .  And
iurther,  formai iy tnere is nothrng wrong wrth l t" i

The Russian state newspaper "Zavlra" (Tomorrow) rn # 49 t262\ for December '1998 and ner.vspaper "N.G.
Re l ig ions"  in#11 t211for  ihe  same mon ih  reac tec iw i th  no  iess  d isgus t  fo r  th rs  b iasphemy

Fortunately fuloscow's ci t izens have had enougn of thrs rmpudent godlessness thai  the directory of the manege.
aftei  a vis i i  to this "exhrbrt"  s lapped the face "the art  adv:ser."  and rn orCer to avoid fur iher scandal.  was forced io quickly
stop this blasphemy

TSAR SYMEON IN BULGARIA

The official publication of the Serbran Orthodox Church "Pravoslavije" of January 1 5, reported that the Bulgarian
Tsar Symeon. Tsai-itsa Margarita and Princess Calina visited therr country and during the patriarchal service ai the
Cathedrai of St. Alexander Nevski partrcrpated in the Epiphany Drvtne Liturgy (New Calendar) with a recitation of the
Creed. He and his famiiy were standing behrno ihe throne rn the "lodge". which was made by Tsar Ferdinand.

After Tsar Symeon reciteo the Creed, the Patriarch and Bishops read a prayer for the health of the Tsar and
chanied for him "many years." At ihe eno of ihe servrce the "Tsar's Hymn" was sung, atler which Tsar Symeon kissed
ihe hand of Patriarch Maxim and declarecithat only he, the Patriarch. is recognized by the Universai Church as canonical
=atriarch of Bulgari*.

According to Bulgarian custom, on ihe day of Epiphany all military banners are blessed. On this feast the
*efer:se Minister and the Chief of the Gener-al Staff wer* presen.r

As wilh the Greeks. Bulgaria also has the custom of thrcwing the Cross into a river at the end of the service, after
whtch ycung people Cive to retrieve it The wlnner, besides congratulations, geis also a monetary reward.
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For May the first Local Council is scheduled of the Bulgarran Church follolvrng the end of the schism and the
acceptance of ihe former schismatics. We gave details about tnis schism in our October-November issue # I (7Si 1ggg.
ii is planned to divide the Chervensko-Dorostoi Diocese in twa and aiso to hoicj a discussion about the production of
candies. The main income of ihe Church comes from candie sales, but their produciion unexpectedly has drastically
decreased. instead of the former '1800 tons. during the last year only 40 tons were produced The reason for ihis is the
illegal production of candles wrthrn Buigaria itself. Thei"e are many cemplainis about very poor candle quaiity they cic
not bufn. bui melt dcwn and also th+ ,qmoke irritates not only the eyes but ruins precious frescoes

"THE MESSIANIC CR JERUSALEM SYNDROME''

The newspaper "The Jewtsh Press" of january 1 publ ished an art ic ie which discusses the var iety of possible
phenomena which might ocurr tn connect ion rvi th the second mil lennrum cf Christ iani ty.  Authorrt ies est i rnate that they
expect as many as 4112 mti l ron to 8 mi l l ion "Chris i ian" pi igr ims of al l  k inds and are making advance preparat ions for
accepting tnai rnany peopie ancj cescrrbe noi oniy the cirfferenl comnirttees but aiso the praciical and psychoiogical
f f ieasures needed. l i  is reporied that for t l r rs 400 specrai  poirce *rr l i  bre asstened to guard just ihe holy places.

Richard Larrdes. a piofessoi '  at  Boston Universr iy ccr ' rs iereJ io t le a refrown special ist  in f ie id of Medievai
history, said that in '1033 

fwhich was considered to be the mi i lennium of Christ 's death) a mult i tude of pi lgr ims packed
larr rcr lam 2"r ^ i  I i rc 3 r+w ref i ;sed tc ieave i t  He rs expectrng the very sairre i :nenoR' iencn to be repeaied agatn.

!n *ne of l i rs lectures entrt ied "Tourism and psychopatholog/ '  :cnnected uvrth the special  year.  Lands said that
he and his col leagues wri l  be ctoseiy watchrng the effect of  such a huge number of pr igr ims in israei.

The lsraei Psvchtatrrc Socrety and the lsrael Medrcal Assocratron brought rn some 150 psychiatr ists and other
related special ists anC cieciared that '  The Jerusalem Syndrome' is the ccndit icn usual lv tempcrary bui sometimes
permanent.  in which relrgious pr lgr ims non-Jewish or Jewish with a historv of r . renial  i lness or no tour holy si ies and
begin to display stranEe behavior,  sometimes proclaiming that they are anclent .e l rouS { igures sent on a mission tc
Jerusalem. Mosi of  thern are treated at the capital 's Kfar Shaul Mental  Health Center ano senr norne

Landes ts aiso concerned that sects,  which bel ieve that the t ime of the Secon Coming of Chrrsi  is hei-e may try
to convert local Jews to their religions

The Heatih Ministry Asscciate Directoi--general Dr, Boaz Lev, wnc is in cnarge of ihe +relfare of prigrrnrs sa;d ihat
so far he is in no way alarmed. Lev is an active member of the ministry's commrttees which have various sections:
tcurism. :"eligicn, internai secu:'iiy and a n,;nri,.er oi cihers.

Another Jewish act iv ist  is worr ied tnat pr lgnms wi l l  come intc lsraei and then refuse tc ieave.
Whtl* ';cnsidering whai !s cniy ihe latest matter tc disturb ihe lsraeli governn'lent abcut an expected infiux of

pi lgrtms one rnevttably begins to ask are not the lsrael is themselves victrms of the "Messianrc-Jerusalem svndrome"?

THE ROMAN POPE IN AMERICA

Towards the end of January the Roman Pope John Paul l l  vrsi ted the USA. He stayed foi  four days in St Louis
where he met witn Presldent Clrnton and Vrce Presrdent Gore

TV programs and ine press covered the Pope's vrsrt  In detar i  and al l  his speeches cal led for plainly social is i ic
lcjeais. wealthy countnes nave to share tneir wealtn wtth the poor ihe gap between poor anC rich nas io be narrowec anc
so cn The Fope very strongiy Ceclareci  hrmseif  to be agarnst capitai  pr, ;nishment bui aiso insisted on the
i*]pe; 'nr issabi l i ty of  abcr i ion. divorces and ihe fr ivoious end irresporisrble ! l fe of eonter, ;porary Christ ians.

I t  was expected that his mass would be attended by some'100 thousand Catholrcs yet in sprte of very mi ld
weather tn fact ther* were many fewer people than anticipated Alcng sorne fences the!"e were cnly about 6 pecple in
depth and some piaces were empty. Because of this those checkrng the people who came to attend Pope's mass took
rnuch less ttme than expected. All the oarticipants were verv str-rctl;r checkad by the seeurity seruices

The newspapers report that about 6A% of ihe Catholrcs questioned by reporters rn no way support the Pope's
conservative vlews in the area of morality. They also drsagree with efforts to do away wrth capital punishment. The Pope
said that the USA is a unique and mighty super-power and rt has io be an example to other countries. "Radical change rn
world poiitlcs leaves America with a heightened responsrbiii iy, io be for the worid an e-rample of a genuineiy free,
der*ocratic.lust and humane socrety "

This Papai visit, oelteveci by reporters tc be hrs iast to tne USA rs represented by them to be also of great
significance for the future. Durrng the Papai presence rn the USA an ecumenical "vespers" service was heid The Pope
is renown for his numefous visits io svnagogues, he asked forgiveness of the Jewish people in name of his
:redecessors. expressed endless sadness over the "holccaust" and in general, proved himself to be the Jewish peopie's
best friend. Yet in America he went rnuch furthei'ihan his former statements. For the first t!me a rabbi participated in a
service presided over by the Roman Popel Rabbi Robert Jacobs, in his clerical cloihing, with a wide ribbon around his
;reck read in Hebrew a sectlon from the book of the Prophet lsaiah which spoke of the rastoration of Sron
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According to "The New York Times" of January 27ih Rabbi Jacobs was very much surprised when he received
from the Catholic Archdiocese in US,A an in'ritation to participate in the ecumenical prayer service among 95 non-
Catholics a;rd he was cleiighied io respond affirmativeiy. Rabbi said that the Pope "has gcne to every big ciiy and askec
for a speci*l audience',,vrth lccal Jewrsh leade!'s He has dcne that for 20 years He has sought out the Jews."

Interesting informaticn, specrally ccncerning requests "for a special audrence" wrth Jewsi

A FEW MORE WORDS ABOUT THE WCC

The newspaper "Orthodox Observer," an official publicairon of the Greek Archdiocese in the USA (Ecumenical
Patriarchate). in its January issue reports that according to a decrsion of the Synod of the Moscow Patriarchate at a
session on December 29th 1998. i t  was deeided iCI temporair ly drscontrnue i ts membership in ihe WCC unt i i  the
probiems which were raised during spring of the last year in Greece are resolveC The representatives cf Orlhodox
Churches on numerous occaslens threateneci to ieave the WCC io because of its stand on homosexualitv. the
acceptance of abortions and female clergy.

Arehbishop Sergii;s cf Solnechnogorsk. head of ihe business section of tne Moscow Patriarchate. oeclared that
ihe Palr iarenate has tei-nr inaied i ts membership uni i l  a decision wi i i  be publrshed by a common committee of the Russian
Church anci F,JCC. wh:cn st:ouid happen in about tnree yeai-s

Prtest llarton Alfeyev a representative of the Moscow Patriarchate at the jubilee's gathering in Zimbabwe said. "lf
there aren' t  changes clher Orthodox Churches wi l l  leave the WCC. This is not blackmai l .  but a painful  reai i ty that we
nannni nr rt 'n 'r';i ih Vr/e ' 'vant to continue on. but we also want a iransformation in the \l/CC to rnake it a home forv q !  v v  Y r  I L r  I

a\ /a r \ /nnc

Meanwhi le at this assembiy in Zimbabwe for a 7 year term there were eiected into the Presioium whrch consisis
of 7 members fuletropoi i lan Chrysostom of Ephesus. the senior 'Sisnor;  af ter ihe Ecumenical Patrrarch and ths
Antiochian Patriarch lgnatros Among other representatives to the \,VCC of the "Ol-thcdox " ',i/as elected Ar"chprrest
Leanid KishkovsKi,  a member of the "O*hodcx Church in America" whrclr  s noi recognizec even bi i  the Ecumenical
Patr iarchate and whict t  receiveo her "autocephai i ty" f rom the MP He sard The reat issues remain but I  thrnk we have
rn place A pi"oCeSS to hanoie them and fo aidress i raem ard l th,n^ i^3i  ef ion * '  ce leniJ. ' 'e VVe have stayed togetnef
in order to aff i rm our commitment to deai ing wrth the rssues There rs a sense that we are at the point where we can
engage in conversai ion on those ihrngs that have involved drf frcul tres "

A  - ^ - - ^ ^ ^ a a ^ rrr  rupie>urrtat ive of the Anttochean Patr iarchate V Rev. Olaf Scott  declared before the closing of the Assembly
that by no'uv hs feels much better than at the beginnrng of rt "A lot of us came here with doubts abcui the future of the
r ^ / a 1 ^  |  ^ ^ - - ^ l  ^  - ^ ,vvi ,L/ .  i  senses a real commitrnent to l rsten to each other and f ind the r ight changes so our dialogue can cont inue and
make r,oai progress tcward real chu.ch L-.:nrty I hope we are closlng out the century on an upbeat."

ln tnrs Central  Committee whrch has 150 members ancj manages the affairs of the WCC between the
ASsemblres ciurrnc ihe 7 vear ne|oc were 'ncluded 8 part ic ipants fr"om the USA who are noi al i  Orthodox iArmenians
and Syrians) and rn those 8 delegates there are 3 women

THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE AND THE CATHOLICS

The newspaper "Russkri  Vestnik" ("Russian Herald") in issue 48-50 publ ished a short  note ent i i leci  "The
President of the Church's Foreign Relat ions Department Heips Cathoircs rn therr Proseiyt iz ing Actrvr i res."

It seems the fr;'st to publish this informalion was a newspaper "Kaliningradskaya Pravda ("Kalrningrad Truth"i
whrch r+ported that rn ihat ciiy, 'where there is not a singie Crthcdox rel;gious ecelesiastical schoo!, fcr f;ve years now a
branch of a Catholic college in Moscow, Thomas Aquinas, openly functions and whrch enrolls students regardiess of therr
r-n nfe e,qinnq

As reported by the newspaper the course of study rs desrgned so as not to show any confessional differences
between the doctrinal teachings of the Orthodor Church and Roman Catholicism. Only the church hrstory of Orihodo4,
and Catholicism is studied separately Orre can expect that thrs "history" is totally based upon the Roman Catholic
teaching that the Orthodox "schismatics" lefi Christ's "vicar" on earth -- the Roman Pope

Last October the students received diplornas srgned by the Roman Catholic At'chbishap Tadeusz Kondrasiewicz
and next ta it, by fhe Sishop o{ the Baittc. Panielermon. who is vicar bishop to the all-powerful head of the Depar-tment of
Church Foreign Relat ions, Meiropoir tan Cyri l  of  Smoiensk (with KGB code name "Michai lov") l

The most cutrageous thing aboui ihis story rs thai "Kaliningradskaya Pravda" published a critique by the very
same Cyril of Catholic activities among the Orthodox -- an example of unsurpassed hypocrisy and dupiicity! The
rewspaper also reported that before Metropolitan Cyril there were no Catholics in Kaliningrad In other words. Catholic
propaganda is flcurishing in ihis ciiy with nis unofficial protection.

With a falseness typical of the Moscow Patriarchate, it constantly assures her trusting flock that she lefl the WCC
and at the same time, news leaks out that it does not plan tc parl with its beloved World Council: at present, the game is
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siii l in progress, since ihe rank of its repr"esentatives in the very same Council has changed: instead of bishops there are
priests!

in a recent very interesting new publication of the Moscow Patriarchate "Tserkov i Vremya" ("Church and Time")
tn # 2 {5},  1998, an art ic le by Metropl l i tan Cyri i  was publ ished. ent i t ted "The Credit  sf  Our Conf idence in the WCC is
Fxhausted."

In this v--ry cleveriy wrttten ai-ticie ltletrcpolitan Cyril even cr-iticizes siightly this very same Councii. yet, toward
the end of his words. he actuai!y relects the necessity of leavrng it "lt is obvious," he writes, "that in the contemporary
world, which is based upcn a pr inopie cf  interdependence the Orthodox have no possibi l i iy of  uni lateral ly resigning from
this dialogue by stating 'we do not want to deai with anybody We will l ive by ourselves' Today this cannot be dane
withaut damage ta our vtdlness to Orthodoxy Therefare not reiecting the idea of cooperation and joint action w*ith ather
Chtistian churches. we have io contempiaie the creation af new principtes and a new* methodoiagy, to re-examine
pasticiaatian in the WCC anci tit ecumenica! programs"t iEmph by "Ch l.,l "i

"A CULTURE NiIGHT' '

A nlagazine "Touchstone" in # 11i '3 repcrted that an "art  oxi" lbi t ' ' ,vhrcn was set up by homosexuals in the
cathedral in Uppsala. Sweden createcj a storm of pi'otest As a result the Roman pope canceled hls meeting wilh the
Slvedish Archbishop Karl  Gustav Hammar and he in turn canceied hrs v;si t  tc Rome The strong suppart  for the
homcsexual exhibrt  by Hammar broughi demands for hts reslgnatron

A.s repcr led bv the magazlne. "Culture Nights hai,e been heiC fcr a number cf  veeis in Uppsala tvhich always
consisted of per. tormances Oy actors. art ists.  lecturers and ar1 exhlDrts But ihrs trme r i  inciuded a Ei 'oup which cal ls i tsel f
"The Eeumenlcal Group for Hor-nosexuals !n Upnsaia " Hoi,vever tnrs trme the group heic their  exhrbrt  in the main
caihedral  of  Uppsala A woman pasior,  Dr.  Tuui l rkkr Bylund rn sprte of numerous protests from residenis permit ted a
repet i t ion of this exhtbtt  in the cathedral .  Previously the very same exhibtt  was held in Stcckholm and also ;esulted in
rnany protests.

The exhibi t  consisted of 12 huge blown up photographs taken by a lesbian photographer one of which obscured
the eross. Fhotographs of some paint ings deprcted Our Savrour ernbracing St Jonn tne Baptrsi  standrng In a nver,
anothel was a deviant version of the fanrous "pieta'  but rn i t  the Saviour,  dying of ards rs lyrng in the arms of a nurse and
ihe 12 Aposi les were deprcted as transvest i tes

Archbishop Hammar cai ied this " freeiom of expressron."
In Cctober cf last year one of the Swedrsh newspapers demanded the resignaticn of Hammar ano cailed hts

act lons "apocalypt ic blasphemy " Hammar was rnstal led as archbishop of Uppsala in 1997 \ l , /h i le st i l l  being bishop of
Lunda. Hammar declared that the conservatrve teaching of Roman Cathr:licism on sex rssLies was "barbaric and
primitive Tne "Touchstone" !'ecomi-nended Hammar send this shameless exhibit to the Archbishop cf Canterbuiy or io
the Newai-k diocese's Bishop john Spong l t  seems that in spi ie of the uproar about this exhibi i .  homosexual Harnmai
was not removed f i 'om his positron and remains the pr imate archbrshop of Sweden.

,4t pr"esent all ', l,Jestern reiigions io thrs or that deg;'ee da not openly challenge unbricjled homosexualrty nct cnly
among their  iay pecple but even among brshops Yet.  there st i l l  are a few contempofary confessions vthich consider
nomosexuality a grave sin So far. this sin has been condemned at the Lambeth Conference and the Archbrshop got the
support  of  88% of the brshops. and also United Methodrst Church Evangel ical  Luiheran Church rn America,
Presbvter ians. Roman Caihol ics, The Assemblies of God, The Church of God in Christ  and Fvanqeircal  Free Church.
Until now the so-caliecj 'Ofthodox" have not formaily raised this question

, 'A  CULTURED RUSSIAN AMONG BISHOPS"
by Arci-rprlest Michael A.rdcv

The renown acti';ist ior "reitgious renaissance " Gecrge P Fedotov. at one time cffereci the foiiowing formulaiion.
"the Russian intel i igentsia is a group movement and tradi t ion united by the ideoiogrcal nature of thetr  prcblems and
grcundlessness of theii ideas."

I recailed these words a short while ago when I saw a new book, "Memories." by Archbishop Vasily (Nizhni
Novgorod, 1998). In secuiar iife the authcr's name was Vsevolod A Ki-ivoshein. He was a contemporary of his age.
studied in Petrograci Universiiy, sympathrzed with the February Revolution, then particrpated in the White Army, finally
settiing abreaC as an emigre. Latei" he became a monk in Mt Athos, and after the war joined the Moscow Patriarchate.
managed io get a episcopal consecratron and had a iitle of Brussels and Belgium."

The "Memories" sf Bishop Vasily is easy io read: the author has a doubtless lilerary gift; he is inteliigent and
observant. The book is in two parts: the first describes the years 1917 and 1919, and a second part relates to more
recent times. Here the reader is cffered three chapters: "Metropolitan Nicholas (Yarushevich)": "Metropolitan NikoCim
{Rotov)". "The Local Council of the RQC in Troitsa-Sergiev Lavra and the election of Patriarch Pimen."
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As a true member of the Russian inieiligentsia, Bishop Vasily poses for himself an ideoiogical problern He
wants to prove that the Moscow Patriarchate, created by Sialin and Beria in 1943, is the genuine and only heir-to the
Russian Orthcdox Church. Obsessed with this unsounci idea he manages noi to noiice severai quite obvious ihings

As an example there is ihe following episode. 0n Augusi 21, 1951. the author sent a letter to Moscow addressed
tc the luletr"opoiitan of K:"utiisa and Kc{omna. Nichoias iYei'ushevich). In it he describes the sitilation of Russia,t
rnonasticism on Mt Athos and in conclusron wrcte: "Much rncre can be said. but in a ietter it !s not easy and it wauld
f]stter to do it during a personai meetlng" lp. 2051

This sentence produced unexpected results for the author ln London one of ihe Soviet spies met with him who
iniroduced himself in the ioiiowlnq mannef

" l  am a secretary in the Embassy. I  have a message to you from Metropol i tan Nrcholas Metropol i tan Nicholas
is very much inierested in the situation of ihe Russian rnonks on Mt Athos and ha asks vou to write about it !n detaii.
You can do this through me " {p 208)

The author indeed decltned this offer,  but the conciusion he drew for hrmself  is astonishing In t ts naivete:
" . iwas start lec by what kind of connect ions Metropol i tan Nicholas had rn the Soviet adminrstrat ion and how

wil l ingly the members of the Soviet embassir  would ful f r l t  h is requests "  (p 210)
Meanrvhile, evsry sensible person noi possessed by the idea of defending at every turn the Moscow

Patriarchate in iis subcidination ic the KG3 ia,,ouid know ihat Metropolitan Nieholas is their agent and every word io him
is addressed to the l -ubianka - the KGB HQ and infamous pnson. In our days i t  is proven by documentat ion In the 1g96
ne\iJspaper "li,4osk*,;ska'/a Pravda" {"fu4csccw Truth ) rn the issue of Mai-ch 12th lvhich published a secist letter of Beria ta
Staiin which propcsed "under the cover of the NKVD agent Yarushevich, 8.D., Archbishop of the Diocese of Leningrad.
tc cfaate an illegai r-osldent NKVD agent cf tne SSSR to organize agents' for rrork arnong churcn members "

Archbishop Vasily was a rather sincere man and in his own way a honest one When he writes about
Metropol i tan Nikodim (Rotov) he does not hide his objectrons agatnst this scandalous hierarch

". . .one can enumerate a number of ser ious matters as a result  of  which we had drf frcul tres wrth hrm First  of  al i ,
h is pro-Soviet statements. Al l  those praises for the "Great February Revolut ion" pr-cfourdl l  parned us and as such
harmed the good name of ihe ROC and created an obstacie io union between her and those wno splrt off The same can
be saicj  also aooi i t  the so-cal ied peaee efforts of the Moscow Patr iarchate. which iol iowed in oeta iai l  tne iwrsts and turns
of Soviet for"eign poircy '  {p 328)

A i ; t t le pi ior io i i r is Vi  Vasi iy v ' rr i tes also about Metropol i tan Nikodim's "sovier nao r cf  iyrng without any need to,
r r r ' f  h n r  r t  a \ / i a  n 6 1 , .  r ^re,r i iuu! syur |  , ru,rvi l ,3 ci  renrei lberrng i t  i l  dc not speak here of publ ic declaratrcns ,vn ch dtd nct correspond lo reai i ty.
they can be ,{  i .c1 l r ,st i f red at reast tu ' laniy undersiocd and excused "

"To under-stand and to excuse '  indeed rn ful l  concor-d with thi ,s ooa: Ar-cnbrshop Vasri \ ,  !ga,;es without anv
ccmment the fol lawrng retcr l  by Metrcpol i ian NrkcCrrn

" l  know that I  mrght be known to nrstory as besmirched ano I  arn far f ' 'onr Derng rndif ierent io ; t l  But I  am ready to
be such for the sake of the wel i -being of the Cnurch There rs no ct .ei-  , i ,av

This last statement is more than controversral  because ihe Church offers to her archpastors an ent irely di f ferent
path Eefore serving at the Divrne Lrturgy when a Drshop ts already vested standrng in the mrddle of the church there
are intoned the words of Jesus Chrrst  (Mt 5 161 by a deacon May thy l rght so shine before men that ihey may see thy
good works and glorily your Falher whrch rs in heaven '

While forcing himself io "undei-siand and excuse' members of ihe Moscow Patriarchate Archbishop Vasily
speaks verv {i5pa1-agingly of the Church Abroad and all her members are r"eferred to in his book onlv as "the
Karlovchany" or as "schismatie."

At a i ime when Metropol i tan Nikcdim (Rctov) was having a great career in Communisi  Mcscow. the First  Hierarch
of the Church Abroad rsas the venerable Metropoiitan Anastassy {Grrbancvsky; Coming frorn the ecciesrasticai worlcj.
he was in no way connected with the intelligentsia crrcles and therefore nad no "revolutionary i!lusions " He depai"ted to
ihe Lord on May 2.2 1365. at which trrne his wril and testament was publrshed wnich includes the following appeal.

"To my dear br'others and concelebrants in Christ. I advrse you to stand unmo';ed upon the rock of holy and
saivific Orthodoxy. piousiy to treasure the Apostolic tradition. to preserve crotherly unriy peace and lcve ailong
yourselves.. "

And the last paragraph cf thrs "Testament" he says. "And regardrng the Moscow Patriarchate and her hierarchs,
cinna ihair  rro in o close. act ive and fr iendly relat ionship with the Sovret government.  which openly professes i ts
godlessness and seeks to implant atheism within the Russian Peopie and with them in the Church Abr"oad, which must
preserve her purity, and shouid noi have any canonical. liturgical or even everyday association with them: meanwhile.
leaving every one of them to the finai judgement of a councii of ihe future Fres Russian Church."
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THE MOSCOW PATRIARCH ON THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE AND HIS CLERGY

The newspaper "Russkaya Mysi" ("Russian iv irnci")  in the issue of Januarv 7-13 reporied that "At the drocesan meeting
of ihe f$oscow Diocese gathered in Danilov lv4onasiery on December 23. 'i998. His Holiness Patriarch Alexis not only
presided. as befits a bishop, but was tne singie speaker. The Patrrarch's speech lasted for more than four hours."

After campiaining tn his replrt ahcui economic difficuities "wnich til.le an heavy burcjen faii upon the Chufch" (iid
the lnterest rate of Patrtarchal bank investments dec!ine or the prcfits from sales of oil, tobacco alcohol and diamonds?i.
Riiiger turned to an evalualion of the present inoral ievel of the Russian peopie and then to a critique of his clergy and
religious publications In these areas his evaluations are weli thought thr"ough and qurte correct.

Speaktng about contemporary soeiety the Patr iarch said: "The power of ethieai ly negat ive pr ineiple in ihe society
wi l l ingiy or unwi l l ingly inf luences and some trmes captures a substant ial  number of the fai thful ,  especial iy those. who are
"on their  way tcwards the church " insuff ic ient ly grcunded rn the fai th unsure and undecided " Develeping his thought
about the "the act ion of the mystery of unlawfulness " [convent ional ly and inaccurately translated as "the mystery of
iniqui ty"]  Aiexis l l  says. 'Toeiay there is rrot  a sporaorc drsplay of srns nei s lngle eprsc,Jes oi  evi i .  eorrupl.  desiruci tve
acts. but an accelerated construct ion of world s system of evi l  The pooulatron s guided ioward organizeo satanic
. - . , ^ ^ l ^ l ^ ^  . a ,  : , , , ^ ^  4pr inc ip les  cT ty tng .  ro rgery  ihe  wcrsh ip  c f  c r . j< le  power  Greed,  se l f rshness  DO've fs ic - 'S  c 'J rug  acdrc i ton .  iove  o f
entertainmeni.  i 'egaidiess of pr ice are being rniroduced as typtcal  of  "a normal l i fe '  The most dangerous are even not the
*l 'ert  s igns of devietrcrs fr*m moral i t ; '  j ' rst ice and truth but rnore ref ined forms ci  substrtutes which according io the
A n n e f l o ' l n n i z  l i k o  n  c l r r  h r ; t  r J a n . r  i i c  n n r r r o -  s . , C h  a e  r a r S o  r p l i n i n n S  f a l s e  S C i e n r : e  f a l s g  C U ' I U f e ,' J U '  ' J  r \ v  y v y v v r  s l J e  I  s i r v r v t  r J .  t o t J g  J p t v t  t v g ,  r q r J

Then the Palriar"ch turnec to the state 6f itrrs slgpgy and sard that it has to "!earr-, r-roy,/ tc look wider." beyond the
borders of one's own parish and to work not oniy on burldrng church bui lc j ings, but to create n parrshes educat ional and
chari table estabi isnments for chi ldren such as orphanages homes for ihe needy and soup krtchens

The Patrtarch also noted that some of the ciergy are hastenrng to imitate the so-cai ied "new Russians " "This is
nothing but a sinful  demonstrai ion of sel f ishness sel f-satrsfactron. sybari t ism, vainglory permrssiveness, hauieur due io
one's own r iches, which often are obtarned by unlaMul and cr iminal ways. This is an absence of modesty. sel f-contrcl
and rnoderatton tn ai l  tnrngs Unfo. ' tunately sone of our caprtal 's c lergy lonly they"r s . 'uenced by thrs "prett ,v" t t fe
styie Fiom this comes the neeo tc compete rn stylrsh clothtng. contend in the rrchness arrd abundance of hol ida,v meals.
And ihis is at  a t ime u,,hen rnore than naif  of  popuiatron l rves below the poverty l ine Fr6;.r i  1;1;5 also comes pr ide aboui
di f fereni makes cf cai 's.  cel luiar phcnes and orher thrngs."

A lex is  i l  a lso  qu i ie  co f rec t lv  a t tac ied  a  J 'evous  new phenomenon in  t , .he  p iese i i  ROC o f  the  MP ivh lch  te  wr t t i l y
referred to as ":loung elders Whrte he did nci neglect condernning these "young elders" for their infallible cr"itique
c*ncerning the hierarchs of the MP their-"hrerarchrcal foundatron." he at the sarne t i rne ,3ui te lust ly peints out thal  these
" r ln r  rna  a l r1orq"  / r r r l rnrvu ' ,v  v ,vs, r  1vv 'v  8f€ indeed very youthfu l  monks)  "do not  possess the spi r r tual  drscernment  to impose on the
honinnorc n Ch' rnh i i fe  r , rnbearable ourdens 1Lk 11 46)  and apply in  thei r  pastora l  act iv i t ies s tandards that  are harmful" * Y " "

io spir i tual  l t fe by applying to lav people who In most cases are not spir i tual l ; r  strong enough relrgious counsels whrch
are aopropriate onlv to monks The unhealthy dependence of r ieophytes on the DersonalLtres of these young elders
results in distorted forms of parrsh lrfe

In speaktng of the impossrbr ir ty cr c 'eatrng lef t  wrng or" r^ ight wrng croLros Rrd ge. aga,n returns to a quest icn
painfui  for the MP ' to Ine cr i t ictsm of ihe hrerarcny which is disasirous io Church unrty In sprte of the fact that,  in theory,
in ecclesiast ieal  mai iefs poi i t icai  v iews should not have anything to do wrth the hrerarcnrcai admtnrstrat ion

Rtci iger cj id not onrt t  mention of the relat ionship of the "structure of ihe Moscow Patrrarchate'  and the act iv i t res of
l l r  i i ^ * a - * ^ ^ r  t ^ .  ' - -iIS aepanmeni roi ri-iutual relations wtth the armed forces and law enforcen'tent" ia euphemism for lhe KGB?) The
^ ^ t . ; ^ F ^ h  ^ ^ + ^ ^ ^ - i ^ ^ i : .palr lalc-n calego!" lcal iy relects the idea of formrng regiments along confessronal l ines rn the mi lr tary.  he quite reasonably
points or.tt thai Orthcdcx youth is drafted into the arrny, to serve the mrlitary arrC nct for "around the clcck prayers and the
i-estoration af churches as n'iany seem to belreve "

ln deai ing v"rth tne problem of rel lg lous publ ishing the Patr iarch noted rn his speeeh that "not al l  publ icat ions
answer contemporary needs of the faithful, but sew the seeds of various supersiitions and evil faiths. We have already
spoken ta the effect that the priesVrectors and presidents of parish councils should control what kind of materiai is sold at
candle sales'desks."

Following this untque performance at the Moscow diccesan meeting a session of the Synod was held in this
same Danilov Monastery lts resolutrons visibly reflected several parts of hrs speech Thus. wlth probably ihe "young
elders" in mind, the Synod resolved "Having in view the numerous complarnts of lay persons about the canonical ly
unfounded actions ol some pastors. we advise priests who are fuifitl ing confessional dutres that it will not be toierated to
force or influence some of the flock against their urill to do the following: to become monks, to carry out some obedience
n Church, to impose any donations. to force them to enter into marriage or divorce, or forbid them to live as husband anci

wife, except in cases where marriage is not possible for canonical reasons. to forbid participation in eleciions or" other
civil duties. to forbid reception of rneircal help, to forbid schooling, getting emplaymenl. or a change of place of
employment. or a change of living quarters .."
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This resolution aliows lay persons to compiain to their bishop if they feei that their spirituai directors have
exceeded their authority.

This speech of the Patriarch makes numerous correct evaluatisns of the spiritual and moral condition of
contemporary Russians and their clergy {who are their product). but if one considers the entire range of actions. internal
as well as externai. cf the upper echeions cf the MF who are abor.,e ci"iticism, then one must say "Dcctor heai thyself!"
So far Ridiger himself, notcrious fcr hrs expensive cars. has not put any of them up for sale. fior evei given an example of
charity.

, ,N ICODEMITES IN ACTION' '

Under this headl ine in the newspaper "Rus Pravlavnaya" ("Orthodox Russia") in # '1 i  (17) a iet ier to the editor
was published wrttten by the clergy of the Novgorod Diocese whrch reports that on October 22. 1998. a regular diocesan
meettng was held. ai  whicn Archbishop Leo {Tserpi tsky) of Novgorod anc Old Russra presrded ouring which this hierarch
made several  statements whrch scandal ized some of the clergy rn his diocese

In view of the ser iousness of this complaint on the part  of  the above Novgorod clergy we include their  aopeal in
ful l ,  s ince we feel that many (ai  leasi ,  abroad) wrl i  hardly bel ieve that such an order could possrbly be issued by any
Crthrd*x bishcp

It  is obvious frorn this cornplaint ihat in hrs speech the governrng bishop proposed that Novgor"od clergy whc
qAr \ rA  cavar= l  n : r i c r . r :c  a r , j ' . l ^ ' . . :1  Are |^u .nerC;S,  dO: i te  fC l lOW'ng tO Ce lebra te  the  L i iU fgy  in  One pa f ish  and then pr - r t  the
lef t -over Holy Gif ts rn some krnd of container Then wrth these same Gif t ,  to go to another parrsh, serve again another
Li turgy * not wi ih tne former Grfts --  agarn commune and add the remarning Grfts tc the container to those ief t  f rom the
f irst  l i turgy Then gc to a third oarrsh and so on as often as he has t ime for He is commune at each Li turgy and only
e(tar zt t  tha I  i i ,  r^ sc ,s he to colsume the lef t-over Grfts In this way, contrary to the ciear teaching of the Orthodcx
Church. Arch\shop Lec has b/essed prresfs fo serve daily at several Liturgtes and to take canmtinnn more than once a
day [emphasts in the crrgrnal]  The rni tral  react ion to thrs outrageous prooosal was tepic E,rerycne r,vas sr lent Perhaps
this was due io the fact that tne meetrng had already lasted 5 hours and everyone was exnausted and apparent ly many
priests simply wefe not i rstenrng lo what tne Bishop was saying. And perhaps the habrt  cf  nct takrng hrs words serrously
- '^^ - i^ '^A ̂  '^ t^ the renovat ionist  and pro-Ecumenical sympathies of Archbishop Lec are wei l  known Some of usd r b u  P r d y v u  d  r u r Y  - -

sinrpiy dicj noi beiie'.,e what we heard and thought we had misunderstood or missed sor;rethinE
"However, the question was also raised about the possibility of giving Communron to Rcman Catholrcs Vladyka

feo quile clea#y sfafed lhaf ii rnas possrble tc commune Rornax Caihalics He refer-red tnen to scme i'esoluticn of the
SynoC whrch had been issued pr ior to the Revclut ion which al iowed Paplsts to take Ccmmunron in cases of necessity

"Then the quest icn was raised of permit t ing Communion be given tc Arrnenran l t i lonophysites. Bishop tec
blessed that alsc Finally, he er,,en permrtteci Baptrsls be gtrren Communion' Tne oniy r-equirement for sucn Communion
was thai the cornmunicant must prepare for the Mystery according tc the Orir ,ocox crayer bookl

"We ca tegor ica l i y  s ia te  our  d rsagreement  w i th  ih rs  b la tan t  t rampi rng  upon the  Ho ly  Canons S ince  such a
practice ptoves that rn cases such as lhrs rl rs use/ess lo turn to our hgher Church authorities, we cgnsider i! necessary io
bnng this event to the altentton of wtder crrcles cf our Orlhodox publc through your newspaper."

"A group of Novgorocl  c iergy [ the srgnatures fol low] '

B IBLE BURNINGS AND PERSECUTIONS OF CHRISTIANS IN INDIA

The Serbian Crihodox Church newspaper 'Pravoslavi le" in the issue of January 15 reported that the Bible
Society in Kenya. Af;'ica ncted that vai-isus separate groups oi peopie have started ic order Bibles in iarge qua*tities "for'
mier ianrrrr  nr rrnncoq" a1d then would bur,r  them As the paper rep3rtS, at present about ha!f  cf  Kenya'S pOpulat ion' - ' f  r - '

beiongs to some varrety of Chr istrani iy.
A simi lar phenomenon was not iced in india as wel l
The same newspaper reports incidents of pubi ic Brble burnings. lnZaire alone some 10 thousand Bibles were

burned
The bulletin "Ecumenical Ner,vs Internattonal" of January 20 reports that fanatical Hlndus have become so hostile

to Christians that the National Council of Churches of India headquartered rn Najpur had to turn to the government with a
request for proiecilon. ln the province of Gujarat and rn northwestern paris of India, cases of Christian church arson and
attacks on clergy were reported

The NCC of India compiains in iis appeal thai "the "failure of ihe Gr.:jarat governme*t to ensure iaw and order
:nd also iis failure to ensure the safety and security of the iife and properties of citizens. particularly those af minority
ccmmur' ; i t ies."  In India, with a populai ion of 960 mil l ron. only 2.3% are Christ ian.

Some rnembers of Hindu sects, especially the president of the World Hindu Council, react to complaints by
Christlans by insisting that Christian rnissionaries convert poverty stricken Hindus to their religion and they even depict
the famous nun. Mother Teresa. as a conspir"ator acainst Hinduisrn.
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The Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee distanced himself from these injustices towards Christians in his region
and said that "ali ciiizens irrespective of relrgion caste or regicn. are tc be provideci wiih fr;ll security." Nevertheless. the
Nattonal Council of Churches of lndia ieels that the government drd not take sufficient measures in order to protect them.

SPIRITUAL SPLIT AMONG JEWS IN ISRAEL

"The New Yot^k Times" repcrts that in lsrael serious conflicts are boiling up between Orthodox Jews and groups
of Reformed and Conservative Jervs. The iatter {by the way. "Conservatlve" synagogues have women rabbis) hoped io
gain some seats in the lsraeii Knesset, but it recently passed a law according to which non-Or-thodox groups may not
partieipate on the committees dominated by the powerfui Orthodox party.

Only a few months ago, the Orthodox demanded that Jews from Russia be expelled from lsrael since they do not
want to foliclv the strict rules of Judaism At present about 30% of Jews are from Russia.

The leaders of Conservatrve and Reformed groups expressed the concern that the new law inevitably provoke
the ciispieasure of some 2l3rds of the Jews in israei itsetf but even more in the Jewish-Amerlcan diaspor.a cf which
neariy half does not keep the slrict rules and at ihe same time is verv pcwerful in predisposing the American public
tcwards sympathy wilh lsraei

Rabbi Baniel  president of the Conservat ives declared that ' the parl iament has sard that there is only one
iegitinraie Judai*nr :rr i-<r:el Ci-thodcx Jiicarsni "

Another rabbi of  Oi ' thodox vrews said "we know thai the one ' / /ay street sanctroning assimi iat ion is the Reform
system the Refornr conversion t i re Reform synagogue "

Unt i l  recent iy the government was very even hanoed rn grvrng out subsrdtes to Orthodox and non-Orthodox Jews
to support  synagogues rt tual  baths and regulat ing kosher foods Ncw wrth the new iar,v in effect.  the non-Orthodox
Jews are afraid that the Orthodox wi l l  deny them these subsrdies

This new governmental  regulatron favoring the fanatrc Orthodox mrght become a major problem in the future. not
only for non-Orthodox Jews, but also for al l  Chrrst ians rn the Holy Land

The lavr was passed b,y 50 io 49 with one abstentron

Desr Readers

1999 Marks our LLth yeor of publishing 'Church I'{ews" in the Russian

language und our 2nd year of publishing in the English lunguage. It is only

through the generosity of our reuders that we have been able to achieve this

milestone. We would like to express our deep gratitude to our readers for all

of their support. We would also like to thunk ull those that from time to time

have provided us with interesting articles and informstion. However we must

also remind you thut we can only use these muterials when exact dates and

pub li c at io ns sr e pr ovi ded.
ll/e know that our readers are awure of the ever-incfeusing cost of

publishing, muiling and maintaining subscriptions. Wth this in mind we ask

for your continued generous support, please find enclosed a return envelope

for your onnual donations. We would also ask ull those who are no longer

interested in receiving 'Church IYews" to inform us, so thut we may remove

youfrom our mailing list.
We again that our resdersfor their generous und unseffish support!


