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STATEMENTS A^ADE By METRQPOLTTAN NtKODtM.

N YUVENALY.

The lion's shore of l ies concerning the.conditol of religion in the ussR, during the Noirobi confer-ence' hoppened tobecome the reiponsibil i f 'o6,prru.i. l i tun yuvenoty. He v,ns olso the one whoprocloimed purely communist propogondq. In the Poris.newspoper ,,Russkoyo Mysle', of Februoryl9th' l/76' o port of his shotement' is pubf ished. on Nouuru"' zp*,,-\ izs,omong other fhings hesoid: "when there uroso discussio" oiout tur,oi;t;; pllce of o sfqie power, then lwos fhinking,thqt the Russiqn oeople, Poor or rich, were the fint to show, o few decodes ogo, how to becomeliberofed qnd how to uuiia their liu", on o iusf bosis. By. todoy there is o whole brotherhood of suchpeople (notions) which ore united in o sociolistic feliowship, qnd l *rrrJ riketo soy thot the mo*eris simple when we discus the problem of,equolity i"i"L"r, ieriei.rro, io*rfy, becouse it hos olreodycome true in the life of our countries. when I lir;^;; to.doy to the dreqms expressed during rhemorning sessions' obout the l iberotion of 
"..-"".1"i.gn,tolistic counhies, it become cleor to methot this l iberofion is o reolity in our countries." All ' the other oadr"rru, rnode by memben of theMoscow Pohiorchote were in the some unecctesiosticqf style ona in o."ora *irn the spirit of commun-ist propogondo.

April 1fl6

It seems thot never before hos Mehopoliton Nikodim 
l,^".i.:g.cotegoricolly qnd.so obviously os duringhis interview wifh o colrespondent oj th.e rogo=i* i'pBgp1,, i" N;ir"#. To the questioni ,,r, i1 trr"thot there is no freedom of religion in the So-viet Union?', thu'M"t-p"ii"" onswered: ,,This, os you. moy hove reolized by now, is o lot of nonsense. lf ii"r" v\,os no freedom of religion in the sovietUnion' lwould not hove been in Noirobi, ottenaing the conference oith" world council of churches.There ore 20 mill ion christions in the soviet union"ona qll of them ore ioithful fottowers of Jesuschrist" The Russion orthodox church ir r""ogni.;dlhroughour the world os o member of the christioncommunity' we olso believe in the Ecume^iJ"r r*"r"ni. Att rerigiois hove one thing in common--they preoch.the love of God ond of humonity. jurrr-*, neiiher Coimunist nor Copitolist.,,

To fhequest ion referr ing to fhe memorondum by Fr.  Gleb.Yokunin,  the Metropot i ton soid:  , 'yes,  lsowthe memorondum obout ihe so-colled penecution oi rhe christion, in rie soviet s""l"i lr inepublic.whot lcon soy is thqt there is no otheism otrr"'h;" i l" soviet union. there ore believers ond non-believers' butoll go their oYl yy. christion, hou" their own 
"t,ur.i.r"r, 

the Jews hqve their ownsymgogues' we even hove Mustims with their own mosques. But the over-riding philosophy of thesoviet Union is Morxism-Leninism. 
..E;t;^; it 

""p"ir"d 
to be o member of rhe'c;rrr; i:r porry ofthe soviet Union' There ore some dissidents, 

"f 
;;;:. These ore people who would l ike to be leftqlone to do their own thing. we hove these'p".plu oil over the wortd" But there is no bon onChristionity or Christion wlrship in my counfry"

To thequest ionoboutecumenism, Metropol i tqn Nikodimonswered: , ,we.ol l  welcomeonymove fhot
::i*: ilfll::il$l#T:;:i;"':::"";. w;r p,*"h ir,u ,o'ulhins ond there is, rhererore,
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TO THE RECIPIENTS OF OUR NEWSLETTER:

For some time now, the Deportment of Public & Foreign Relotions of the Synod of Bishops of the
Russion Orthodox Church Outside of Russio hos published its lnformotion Bullet in, which is moiled
to ol l  the Veneroble Hierorchs of our Church, ol l  Reverend Rectors of the porishes in the U.S.A.
os well os obrood, to severol prominent public servqnts, the Russiqn press, fro former members of
the Al l  Church Counci l ,  e tc"  This  omounts to  some 4O0 oddresses.  This  some ln forrnoi ion Bul le t in ,
t rans loted in io  Engl ish,  is  be ing sent  to  o l l  the re l ig ious press ond to  pr ivote ind iv iduols  who hove
expressed the desire to receive it .  This mokes on oddit ionol l ist of some 300 oddresses.

Our Inforrnqtion Bullet in hos become quite populor, ond mqior ports of i t  ore reprinted by the
Russion os wel los the fore ign press"  We qre constont ly  receiv ing requests to  publ ish i t  more of ten.
Yet the consiont r ise in postol roies ond the price of poper, os well os subscript ion nqtes for numer-
ous publ icot ions in  severq l  longuoges,  which ore o must  for  our  own publ icot ion,  hove so for  mode
it impossible for us to do so.

The Synod of Bishops hos found it  dif f icult to secure suff icient funds to support this octivi l 'y of the
Publ ic  ond Fore ign Relot ions Depor tment .  ln  order  to  cont inue ond to develop th is  pro iect ,  we hove
been given permission to osk the Porish Recfrors ond privote individuols for domtions which would
enoble us to  moke th is  Bul le t in  in to o month ly  publ icot ion.  Every moi l ing costs  between $100.00
ond  $150 .00 .

Your generosity wil l  enoble us, not only to continue this very worthwhile proiect, bui to expond
i t  o s  w e l l .

Thonking you for your cooperotion, qnd wishing you ol l  the
Poschol Seoson, I rernoin

loysond blessings of the coming Holy

Sincerely yours in Christ,

EOR BBE,Director
RelotionsDeportment Publ ic  &
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HUNGERSTRIKE OF A PRISONER
\'obrlel )uperf in, qn inmote of Vlodimir Prison neqr Moscow, declored o hunger strike becouseChristion l iteroture, including o Bible ond o.Proyerbook, were.t.oken ouroy from him by the ioiloufhorit ies' At the time of his sentencing, the iron"permitted him to hou" ro,n" books. yer,
on Jonr'nry l4th, the quthorit ies demqndJ thot helive them up. He-r"ius"a ond they were tqkenowoy from his cell while he wos qbsent. Superfin i lkno*n for his wide erudifion. Before hisorrest, he uros Solzhenitsyn's l i terory secretory qnd v,qs gothering the moteriol for his book'August 1914". lt seems thot he belore o Christion. [ i, fr ienis think thot he uros boptizedwhile in fhe lobor comp" He uos orrested in 1973. Alreody while imprisoned, he porticipoiedin vorious demonshotions ond protesh ond becquse of this u,os frqnsferred to the more severe con-ditions of Vlqdimir Prison. His poor heolth mokes one opprehensive.

RCHATE OF ALEXANDRIA
t on

lf lf*::IT,",,:ii;;;"iii5il{,'"iil,1!l'T,Tft 11'ffio^':1":il::ru1.,'ff :'l[:Uil::Church declored th is  oct  uncononico l  ond invol id .

AFTER THE NAIROBI  CONFERENCE.
e n i o r m e m b e r o f t h e C o n s i o n t i n o p | e S y n o d , i n h i s i n t e r y i g w

with o member of the Ecumenicol Press se1j9e, expressed his sotisfoction with the results of theNqirobi Assembly of the world councit of chuiche;: i" soid thot discussions wil l tqke ploce qmongthe orthodox churches which were represented ot the n*"rurf-. H;;";.nolly considers the FifrhAssembly to be betterJho.n the previous ones, due to the octive port token in the debqtes by fheorthodox ond Romon cotholics. "Prior to Noirobi" *i9 the Metroporiton, ,,the orthodox fert some-whot isoloted within the wcc. Butqt the Fifth Assembty lobser"JJir,"r they felr rhor rhey werenow o vitol port of the fellowship." 'urt, he observeJr'th" orthodox wll l continue to give priorityto "verticolism", in other words, os o l ive Confession of the Foith, ond o move forword to the finolgool  of  the Ecumenicol  movement -  the uni ty or tn" cn"rches. ' ,
Questioned obout his recent meeting with Pope pout Vr, Mehopoliton Meliton stressed thot the closerelofions between the orthodox chJrch ond ihe Roron tothotic church is o ,,theologicol reolity..".i t  is  noto quest ion to be discussed, but o concrete ,uot i ry. ' ,

lut lTlNG oF THE GREEK BrsHops rN WESTERN EURopE
rtond), from Feb. lsi to 3rd, there uos omeeting of the Greek Bishops of Western 

lur9ne under the clroirrno"tl,ip .r fhe Deon of the constonii-nople Synod' Metropolihon Meliton., t ight Bishop, rut, omong them one Russion2 the E;spsh of rheconstontinople Pohiorchote, Archbishoicr"giry ;i p"rir. Th; conference recommended the chongeof Pqscholio in order fo celebrote Poscho on o- f i leJ doy togefher with the western confessions, butpostponed further discusions unti l this question could de decided by oll the orthodox churches. Theconference possed quite renorrotionist resotutio^t, purritting second morrioge of the clergy, witheoch individuol cose t9 be presented for iudgem""i t"o to"i M;;;; i l ;^. The some conferencediscussed the serving. of-o Liturgy in the. 
"u"Iing. 

The-question wos'qlso rcised obout the estoblishmentof o high-level theologicol schoot in chqmbetil jn ;;;"r ro prepore condidqres copoble of leoding theecumenicol diologues with the heterodox.
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TOWARD DISCUSSIONS WITH THE VATICAN
Potriorch Demetrios, in his inte;t iew witF representqtives of two of Athens' newspopers, "Kotimerini"
ond "Vrqdini", expressed his opinion obout negotiof ions with the Romon Cotholics. '  He soid thqt
"the diologues ore on their woy, ond it  connot be otherwise. Our greot predecessor Athenogoros I
ond his Holiness Pope Poul Vl hove reesnoblished ond strengthened the diologue of love. This diologue
vrc|s occePted by ol l  the Orthodox during the third Conference on Rhodes in 1964" Now we note one
more s tep forv ,qrd. . .€ .g.  f rom the d io logue of  love we move to the d io logue of  theologl ,o . . .We qre
hgPpl to inform you thot the suggestion of the Ecumenicol Potriorchote !\rcrs occeptea wlih pleosure by
ol l  Or thodox Locol  Churchesond soon there wi l l  be publ ished o l is to f  the members of  the Commiss ion,
becouse, in order to siqrt i ts wor*, i t  must be ossembled os soon os possible. l t  goes without soying
thot His Holiness the Pope wil l  be off iciol ly notif ied obout i t ,  so thqt the Romon Church wil l  be oble
to oct in the some monner."

PATRIARCH DEMETRIOS ABOUT THE NEW PASCHALIA.

,the Potriorch Demetrios shoted thot the ques-
t ion of simult 'oneous celebrotion of Eoster by ol l  Christ iqns uros roised by his predecessorAthenogoro, l .
Potriorch Demetrios expressed ihe hope thot ol l  Christ iqns wil l  decide to celebrqte Poscho ot the some
time, but on the condit ion fhqt i t  must f irst be occepted by ol l  the Orthodox Churches. This is why the
Potriorch uos ogoinst the discussion of this question in Noirobi. ln the opposite vein, the Moscow
Pohiorchote sow no obstocles in the u,oy of such q discussion ond wenf into this question even further
thon Constrontinople.

THE SUCCESSES OF SODOMY
b y t h e N e w s p o p e r ' . T h e P h i | o d e | p h i o E n q u i r e r , . o f D e c . | 9 7 5 , P o u |

Murr, the Episcopolion Bishop of New York declored thot mony priests in his Church were homosexuols.
He spoke qbout the ordinotion to deoconhood of o known Lesbion os o sign of o heolthy chonge. Re-
ferring fro this coserhe st 'ofed: "Historicol ly speoking, mony of the best clergymen in,our Church hove
ho.d such o personol orienhotion, but i t  is only rec_ently thot the sociol cl iroie hos mode it  possible to
t 'olk obout. i t  openly." He noted thot Deoconess Borrett openly spoke obout henetf ond thoi such open-
19t t  i :  o  "heol thy development  in  our  cu l ture ond our  Church."  

'On"  
con ' t  he lp being sorry  for  o

Church in which the Bishops openly express pleosure in the open sin of their clerics.

BROAD LIMITS OF ECUMENISM
thercoun t r i es , i n fo rmo t ionobou t theNo i rob iCon fe renceurosused

during fhe_ proyer meetings devoted to the Octqve of Christ ion Unity" In Lisbon, during one of these
Octove of Christ iq. l  Utl ly meetings, not onty Cothotics port icipoted, bur Episcopolioni presbyterions
ond Musl imsos wel l .  The Koron u iqs reod on the sqme level  qs the Bib le.  in  New Yor [ ,  in  the
lRiscoRol Cothedrol of St. John the Divine, on ecumenicqt service wqs conducted on Fet" lst by on
Episcopolion priestond q Robbi. The reodings were from the Books of the Prophets lsoioh, Zephonio,
Jeremioh, ond olso from the Psolms. Nothing v,ns reod from the New Testqment. Between reodings,
Shoron Gwotkin song lsroeli  folk songs ond the Ruth Goodmon Donce Group performed oncient
lsroel i te  donces.

THE SUFFERING OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH.
For some reoson the West ignores the fqct thot Communist power octuolly rules in Ethiopio ond thot this
very strongly reflects.upon the church. Recently the primote of the Ethiopion church, Abuno Theophil,
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\ros orrested ond his fufure fote is unknown. communist-sociolist lows ore introduced which com-pletely destroy the tife of the ch;;;;. The 
"h;;h"; 

o-r" nor os yer confiscored, bur rhe church isfosing oll i ts income-producing properry, th" r"u"nulr'fror *i l i i-"1; pri,noriry mqinrqining rhechurch institutions' 
Ih" ogtiJ^-;f.r^ orru"t"J j6o ronorteries. Thousqnds of monks onj nrnr,os o result of these reforms, ore rosing thui. r"oiJJr-Jupporr.

T h e A n g | @ t h e C h r i s t i q n w o r | d f o r t h e f o c t t h q r b y n e x t y e o r t h e y w i t | h o v e w o m e n

:L:::: -\.*"'o:^cofglLs ore. beins invorved i" ir,i, discussion. rrenic.,., trl. 0^, ro7a ?-r:f " "l o'""'i ns o r co tho I r" " ; A;j;:"'ffi ::iil,H t{'i:;,; ;,'Sii i :: fi 
j;',"11tJif::l*, .'  The cotholic theologions did not ogree to qdmit women^to the priesthood, but in o form not too de-finite' occording to our opinion" i ln r"rur"n"";;th" Romon c.rrr"i.* Lfyr"h:: wrires rrenicon,"the officiql siutements do nol foresee ony chonge in tt ir r"rp""i in-tr. '" 'ry.e1n FUTURE. (cppitols ours.G'G') During discussions, 'o,n" or tr," n"r"" d"rioti. r"rbers felt t loflolt the ospects of the problem

ii:1::ffi,i::TIIU:'"';;'J[ilH;;:u; 
i' p""ilr" ;;;;;;;'auiinit" posirion.;'-T1u," words

Meonwhile' the supporters of women's equ3lify hove reo,chej otreody o plosphemous nonsense, tryingto exclude qnv moscutine expression in reference to God. In one.f i l" 'ne.wdrufts of the Niceoncreed for cqtlolics, the nuoia "ioiher" is substituted ruith *orar rr.t, o, Mother/Fother, so thot itreods oe 'c 'oo"ond si t teth on the r ight  hond 
" i  

i r r" i "* ' " r /Mot iur ; .  
" l l r r*a 

of  the word , ,God,, ,

llTr[,f:,'i:*"^"#:#dT:,:in:*:;;';''$';;;der",'Redeemeru* ,,5ou'o,..,: ;;i,o-on, which

If ,?rclNe gl cHuncH LrFE BY3f GwT h e r n o 9 o z @ o T * o r o i i f f i i m u c h r e | i g i o u s | i f e i n E n g | o n d h o s f o | | e n . | n
London' not for from the '" ' id"n"" of the ArcFl;h"p'of conrerbu ry, the 130 yeor old church of Allsoinh is foll ing oport' There oru ror" 13,000 r;; iJr"rua porishioiers, Lut sundoy worship is o*endedby only less thqn 20 p""ons" The 

"tur"h 
ir-going"r,r-rri"_o"a yet there oi" no funds ovoiloble for ihrestorotion' This is o common occurence. Th" ,irrb", or p"opr" orr""ai^g services during the lost2 0 y e o r s h o s d r o p p e d f r o m 3 m i l l i o n r o 2 m i l l i o n . - n l r - o r h e n u m b e ; ; i ; t ; ; g y d r o p p e d  

b y 2 , 5 0 0 i n  1 9 6 91969 qnd by l98d is expecfeJ t" Jt"p by 3,000;"r".- The porisi;"a*'who were very we, providedfor before' ore now forced to look iJr ortside iobs ond to rent the rooms in fhe porish houses. The newconterburyArchbishoP Kogon Lt tt i"a to roise thu rJror rever ;i lr;; i lk by his recrures ond he isp l e o s e d w h e n h e i s o b l e t o - t o k " i i u p " o p l " d i s c u s s . u i i g i o r r p r o b l e m s .  
H o * " u u r ,  h i s i n i t i o t i v e i s o l s ocrit icized by some people becquse he does not devoie'more ottention to sociol problems" some priestsore invit ing fomous qctors to give lectures, even the fomous viotinist Jehudi Menuhin. such gother-ings hoppen to be crowded, b'ut the offendonce of church services does not increose.

F INANCIAL STATUS OF THE WCC.
: i n c r e o s e d t h e i r d u e s f o r t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e s t o f f o n d v o r i o u s m o n i -

pulofions of the World council oi Ciur"t,"s, the loitur-rro, f inonciol problems due to inflotion. Forexompfe' the churches in Ameri"o ho-u" roised iheir dues 165o, bvtu!e""]" of the devoluotion of thedollor' the wcc receives insteod 
"r 

i-s ri l i t;;;"ry"t.z , i i t i ." s;iJFrqncs. Neverrheress, irseemingly wil l be obte to find some new sources for repfenishment of its funds, since it did not reduceits octivit ies ond fimnciol support 
" 

r"""irt:,"*o 
"rJJ""otions in Africo ond other countries.

PRIESTHOOD OF WOMEN .
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CATHOLIC ISM AND AAASONRY.
o t i o n s b e t w e e n R o m o n C q t h o | i c i s m o n d M o s o n r y . S o m e t i m e o g o ,

membenhip in the"Mqsons by o Cotholic uns strongly forbidden ond leod to excommunicotion from
the Church. This yqrt the news medio uns informed thqt this sonction hos been dropped. ln lg68
omee t ingo f  Mosonsond  Kn igh tso f  Co lumbuswqsmodeposs ib le .  Nowones tepmore i smode .  On
lvlorch 28th, Cordinol Cooke of New York oppeqred ot o meeting of some 3r000 Mosons ond declqred
thot: "Whot hoppened in the post should not siond between us ond the future." The highest represento-
t ive of the Cotholic hierorchy ever to oddress such o lorge mosonic gothering "lomented" post estronge-
ment with Mosons ond colled his crppeoronce "o ioyful event'r on fhe "rood to fr iendship'between the
Church ond the froternity.'One 

mustqssume thot  Cqrd inql  Cooke,  ho ld ing such q h igh posi t ion in  the Cothol ic  h ierorchy,  could
not moke such o responsible stotement without consult ing the Voticon beforehond.
Just prior to his oppeqronce ot the Mosonic conference, Cordinol Cooke ottended o service ot St.
Bortholomew's Episcopol Church, o Presbyterion Church on 55th St", ond o Symgogue on Second Ave"
After services, the foithful of the oforementioned churches ioined together, ond in o common process-
ion went  to  the Mosonic  meet ing ot  the Hi l ton Hote l .  The chonge of  the Cqthol ic  Church 's  po l icy
tounrd lvlosonry in thot woy \r€s olso witnessed by on ecumenicol demonshotion of different denomino-
t ions which qre close to i t .


