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LETTER OF METROPOLITAN SERAPHIM OF KRUTSITSY AND KOLOMNA.

Febrwry lW

pr ivote 5wiss in i ion center  "Foi th  in ich specio l izes in  news of
church l i fe  in  the USSR, unexpectedly  received
Mehopol i t .on Serophim,  the ru l ing Bishop of  the
by one of the "Fothers Provosts" "

some pretronsloted circulor letters writ ten by
Moscow Diocese. The documenfs were smuggled

Accord ing to  the news received,  Metropol i ton Serophim summoned o l l  the "Fothers Provosts , ,o f
the d iocese ond gove them his  orden verbol ly"  Rt  ihe some t ime o l l  the pr iests  of  the d iocese
received o document  which they were to  s ign.
According to fhe circulor, priests of the Moscow diocese ore forbidden to preoch in ony porish
other  ihon the i r  own,  un less they hove the personol  permiss ion of  Metropol ' i ton Serophim.  Al ro
no rel igious services qre to be held in pri lote homes ond the priests ore uorned not io ,,mix in
pol i t ico l ,  soc io l  or .economic quest ions,  or  even in  the f imncio l  o f fo i rs  of  the i r  own por ish, , .
He qlso points out thot he is owore thot "the Rite of Anointing hos been odministered not only
to the s ick,  buto lso to  the oged,  o proct ice which is  i l legol -both by Churc l . rona Stut" - lo* i i "
l f  o t  ony t ime th is  order  is  v io lo ted,  the pr iests  involued ore to  be persoml ly  repor ted to  the
Metropoli ton by the "Fqthers Provosts" " The "violotors" ore threotened witt i  dehrocking.

METROPOLITAN BARTHOLO^AA IOS INTERVIEWED.
t to lstonbul, Turkey, in order to obtoin

on interview with Metropoli ton Bortholomoios, Secretory to the Ecumenicoi Potrior"h Demetrios.
He vos.primori ly interested in questions concerning the preporotions for the coming Ecumenicol
Counc i l .
The 36 y-eor old Mehopoliton, who groduoted from the Jesuit Orientol Insti tute in Rome where he
sfudied Conon Low, informed the reporter thot "our oims ore l ike John,s, to updote the Church
ond promote Christ ion Unity " Announcement of the coming Pqn Orthodox Council  hqs oroused
high hopes". He brief ly mentioned thot the foithful mustodiust to contemporqlr circumstonces
ond thot, for exompler. the j0 doy Lenten period before Christmos ir UtJiy ever observed, ond
fhen in monosteries only"..Metropoli ton Borthotomoios pointed out thot now the Council  , ,wil l
rev iewol l  our  b i lo tero l  tq lks wi th  Romon Cothol ics,  Angl icons,  Lutherons,  Old Cothot icr ,  ond
the non-Cholcedonion Church."(vVhich-is now the poli te vny_oi referring to the Monophysite
he.reqy.) "The Council  wil l  olso signify the opening of the Orthodox Church to nonChrist ion
rel igions, t 'o humonify os q whole. 

-This 
ruon, o nu-*ott i tude tovrrord lslom, tonord Buddohism,

tovord contemporory culture, tourord ospirotions for o-froterml society free from rociol dis-
cr iminot ioh"""" . . ln  other  words,  i t  w i l l  mork the end of  12 centur ies of  iso lqt ion of  the
Orthodox Church " "
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\{hen qsked if  there wil l  be non-Orthodox observers present ot the Ecumenicol Council  meetings,
the Mehopotitqn onswered thot "No decision hos been t 'oken, but l think there wil l  be--the
Voticon Council  experience provides o very posit ive precedent."

REGARDING BULGARIAN BISHOP KYRILL.
u s s k o y e S ] o v o ' ' o f J o n , 2 7 t h , | 9 T / i n f o r m e d i t s r e o d e r s

thot Metropoli t 'on lreney (of Mehopolio) occepted in his Church, Bishop Kyri l l ,  who vvos ordqined
while under the iurisdict ion of the Russion Orthodox Church Outside of Russio"
The Council  of Bishops of the Russion Orthodox Church Outside of Russio, ot i ts two meetings, dis-
cussed Bishop Kyr i l l ' s  pos i t ion"  Bishop Kyr i l l ,  o f  h is  own vol i t ion,  occepted the new colendorond,
when questioned obout this os well os obout other motters, never gqve o sotisfoctory explonotion
which could be occepted either by the Council  of Bishops or the Synod of Bishops.
After heoring the cose, the Council  of Bishops, in their session of the 23rd of September/6th of
October ,  1976,  resolved to tever  communion wi th  the Bulgor ion Bishop Kyr i l l ,  ond to  expel l  h im
from the constituency of the Russion O*hodox Church Outside of Russiq, becouse of his constront
d isobedience to  the decis ions of  the Counci l  ond Synod of  B ishops" .

F R .  D I M I T R I  D U D K O  A N S W E R S  C O R R E S P O N D A N T ' S  Q U E S T I O N S .
A@a""t '=""ffiy r"iGJ-FrJiritri Ne6-" 

"rr-UE 
of pertinent questions, re-

questing o reply. The Russion Longuoge Poris newspoper "Russkoyo Mysl" published this very lol-
uoble siotement of o priest who become fomous becouse of his bnovery"
When qsked if  he knew how nnny churches were closed during the post yeor ond how mony were
bui l t ,  Fr .  Dimi t r i  onswered:  " l t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  soy"  l th ink thot  there were only  c los ings.  So for
the opening of o church is os greot o mirocle os the resurrection of the deqd. In the new cit ies no
c h u r c h e s  o r e  b u i l t . . .  " . "
ln onswer to other questions osked by the correspondont he replied thot there is o severe shortoge of
Bib les ond Proyer  Books.  " l t  is  so id tho i  soon 50r000 copies of  o  Bib le  wi l l  be publ ished.  lqm
ofroid thot i t  wil l  si t  in the shoroge rooms or wil l  be embezzled by some "kind" people. l t  should
be quite normol for one to buy o Bible on the free nnrked, but so for this hos not hoppened."
Answering the lqst of the Correspondont's questions: "Whot is your slrotus r ight now?", the heroic
postor  dec lored:  "For  the t ime being lom ot tqched to o por ish,  but  ldo not  know for  how long.
Yet, no motter for how long, lhove to do my best. In this lcon be helped by the proyers of the
foithful ond your publicity. When o criminql is drogged into the l ight, he st 'orfs to be feorful of
qt  leost  someth ing""

ATTACK ON FR. ARCHIA/ IANDRITE JUSTIN POPOVIC.
rnment hos strengthened ifs pressure on

the Church" There ore known coses of especiol ly octive postors hoving been orresl,ed. The nevn-
poper "Vecerni Novosti" mode o personol qttock on the widely-known Doctor of Theotog/, Archi-
mondrite Justin Popovic. In spite of his odvonced oge ond icorceroi ion in o monostery, Fr. Justin
not only commonds greot respecf qnd outhorify, butolso keeps octive with his scientif ic work.
Justo short while ogo he enriched the treqsure chesf of Orthodoxy by publishing 12 volumes of q
fundoment'ql work: The Lives of the Sqints. While substqntiql lyodding to the bosic work of St.
Demehius of Rostoff with the lives of the newly-cononized soints of the Russiqn Church, Fr. Justin
used ql l  q\oi lqble sources to include his own nqtive Serbiqn soints, so deqr to his heqrt" He qlso
included the new mortyrology of Greek soints who suffered for the foith under the Turkish yoke. At
present he qlten ond odds more rnoteriql to his other fundomeniol uork on Dognntic Theology.
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WOMEN.
Not ionq |Cq tho | i " f f i t ho tA rchb ishopBerno rd in ,heodo f theNo t io r rq t

Conference of Cotholic Bishops, urged the Vo.t icon to publish o documentcleorly roruiJaing
jl".l1'::t: :l 

*:t"n to tl're prieithood,. The demonds of severol sroups defendins women,s
rights ond seeking to. llol: o femole priesthood in ihe some mcnner os the 6;";'i;:;'il:olormed mony Cotholic Bishops in Americo. Becouse of this, the document which hod been
prepored in f iml text since lost October, wqs hosti ly published by the Vqticon iusto short
t ime ogo. As expected, this document met with very shorp crit icism from fhe defenders ofwomen's r ights. A demonstrotion vos orgonized in'Nlew York City, *h"r" some g0 women,
including 4 nuns, urolked with posters in lront of st. poir ick,s Cot'hedrql"
Sister Cothl in Keoting, heod oi the Notionol Arrurt ly of Women Religious,declored thot:
" l ! i1 c.on only hove o negotive effect on women." The Women's Ordi-nqtion Conference,
which hos some 900 members, suggesfed more studies on the subieci shou6 be mode, ond'
offered.to orgonize proyer-vigi l  demonstrqi ions os o protest ogoinst the Pope,s decision.Sis ter  E l izobeth Corro l l , .or ,  o t t iu is t ,  so id thot  "This  is  not  on info l l ib le  s totement ,  i t  is  noton  encyc l i co l " . oo . l t  w i l l  be  p resen ted  os  the  end  o f  t he  rood ,  bu t  i t  i s  no t  t he  end  o f  t he
rood . - -
Severo l  femin is t  orgonizot ions demonded thot  co l lect ions for  the churches ond seminor ies
should insteod be diverted to promote the feminist couse.

J E W I S H  S E R V I C E  H E L D  I N  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H "
e Episcopol Cothedrol of St" John theDiv ine in  NewYork c i ty .  The Honnukoh serv ice uos led by Robbi  wol f  Kel lnnn,  who l i t  thecondles on the Mennoroh, while singing tnodit ionol Jewish lry, 'nnr.

NIy MOVEMENT AMONG EptscopALIANS.
;  issue of  Jqn.2nd ,  lWT in forms us thot  on Dec.2nd, 1976 in chicogo, the cooli t ion for_ihe Apostol ic Ministry trula on open meeting. In ottend-once were some 250 foithful, including_ l6.Bishops" One of tfre very f irst 'resolutions 

"aoptua 
Uythe Coolit ion vr 'os o strongty-worded r.efusol to recognize women's ordinotions ond the questionoblepossib i l i ty  o f  communion wi th  th is  new min is t ry .

It .uos the generol wish thot the Bishops shouli  inf luence vorious committ ies in order fo roise therel igious level of the foithful ond to set up forces to deql * i th theoiony'r ' i i*rgy, educotion ,f imnces,  by- lov,s ,  ond l i t igof ions.
Bishop Robert Terwil l iger onnounced thot the Chicogo group shoutd be considered os the beginningof  o  new re l ig ious movement .

POLYGAMY PERMITTED.
f f i e n t r o | A f r i c o , i n i t s 8 t h P r o v i n c i o | S y n o d , r e s o l v e d t h o t
ion mon with more thon one ryile moy, with permission of the Bishop, be receivedwith his believing wife ond children, ond in due course be Confirmed qnd receiveprovided thot the locol  community gives i ts wi l l ing consent. . . , ,

"A non-Christ-
in to the Church
Communion,
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CRIMINAL  ANNOUNCEMENT OF PATRTARCH NICHOIAS V I  OF  ALEXANDRIA .
of Atexondrio

Nichofos Vl spent severol months in the Soviet Union during the Summer of 1976. l t  becqme known from
the Odesso broodcost of July 4rh, 1976, thot, during his sloy there, the Potriorch soid to the Russion
people: "We ore very well informed qbout the l i fe of the Russion Orthodox Church ond we con witness
ogoinst strotements thot hove been mqde regording the lock of freedom of conscience ond rel igion. Here
there ore no violotions of humon ond rel igious rights." he soid. The Pqtriorch olso soid thot "His Church
greets ond supports the struggle of the Soviet Union ond its government for the defense of internqtionol
qoncord." l t  isomozing thot the Potriorch could be so bken in by the propogondo of the Moscow Pqt-
r iorchote, thot he octs os i f  he never knewobout the mil l ions of Christ ions thot hqve been mortyred for
their foith by their qtheist ic government. The l isteners to this broodcost could only toke the Potriorch's
words os q mockery of their sufferings or os o criminol unwil l ingness io believe thot which even the West-
ern world hos sfrqrted to protest.. .

OBSERVATIONS OF A HETERDOX"
c h i o n E x o r c h o t e i n A m e r i c o , ' , T h e W o r d ' . , h o s p u b | i s h e d i n i t s

Feb.1977 edi t ion,  the observot ions of  on Episcopol  pr iest ,  Rev.  M.  Bourdeoux,  mqde obout  the Eost .
Rev.  Bourdeoux is  the heod of  on in formot ion ogency "Keston Col lege"  in  Englond.  He hos wr i t ten
severo l  boola nnin ly  dedicoted to  the s i tuot ion of  the Church in  Communist  countr ies,  especio l ly  in
the USSR.
The Director  o f  Keston Col lege noted thot  "The fot  Chr is t ion i ry  of  the West  might  be less long- lost ing
thon the leon Chr is t ion i ty ,  the suf fer ing Chr is t ion iFy of  the Eost . "  We hove o l reody wi tnessed,  o l though
the wor ld  hosn ' t  reo l ly  leorned obout  i t  yet ,  o  moior  miroc le - -  the resurrect ion of  the Foi th  in  o s i tuo-
t i on  o f  t o tq l  su f fe r i ng ,  i n  t he  Sov ie t  Un ion " .  o . . . . . "The  Chr i s t i on  Fo i th  u ,os  to  o l l  i n tenh  ond  pu rposes
erodicotedos o v is ib le  orgonizot ion ot  ony rote.oo.so/  by 1941 in  the Soviet  Union,  qnd we now, in
the 30 yeors thot hove possed, hove seen o rebirth of thot Christ ion foith."
Whi le  predic t ing thot  the t ime wi l l  come when Amer icqn Chr is t ion i ty  wi l l  need the Rusiqn Chr is t ion i ty
to be iniected into i t  in order to survive ot ol l ,  Rev. Bourdeoux mokes o very thoughtful observotion.
"One connot  s imply  go out  ond become o Russion Chr is t iqn. .c .one hos to  be sp i r i tuo l ly  ovore of  whot
ihe messoge of the Russion Christ ion is, ond her is something for which we hove not even begun to pre-
pore ourselves . t'

CATHOLIC WOMEN DO NOT GIVE UP.
The editoriol in the "Notionol Cotholic Reporter" of Mqrch 4th, l9V presents o short review of o re-
cent ly  publ ished or t ic le  by Archbishop Bermdin,  which oppeored in  the Vot icon newspoper  "L 'Osser-
votore Romono"" 'The Notionol Cotholic Reporter" feels thqt the meoning of the Archbishop's ort icle
is expressed by the ideo thot, since women connot become priests, let us see whot there is for them to
do. Cotholics know of the role ployed by Archbishop Bernordin in the urgent publicotion of the Vqti-
con's decree which closed the doors to the priesthood to women. The Poper believes thot Bernordin
understonds very well the meoning ond weight of the movement for women's ordimtion, even if  the
Voticon underestimotes it .  He knows, os lhe editors think, thot everyfhing thot connot be f i t ted into
the Americon trodit ion of independence wil l  be ignored, iustos vrros done in the very lost Voticon,s
ru le on morol i ty .
"The Curior " toy the editors ot the end, "moy feel thot i t  hos 2r000 yeors of experience on its side,
but the Curiq hosn't experienced the Women's Movement yet. The women wil l  outlost the Pope's
men  on  th i s  one . t t  '
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Jn the lSth ond lg th of  Februory 19n,  in  Clevelond,  Ohio,  there took p loce o meet ing sponsored

by fhe Clevelond Women's  Ord inot ion Tosk Force,  os o resul t  o f  the reoct ion to  the Vot icqn 's  de-

ciorotion forbidding odmission of women to ihe priesthood. The moiority of the members present were

women, but mony men otso port icipoted,22 of whom were Cotholic priests. Mony memb-ers of this

orr " rb iy  co l led ihu d"" lorot ion "bod theologyr ' .  Fr .  Corro l l  Stuhlmuel ler ,  Professor  of  Sqcred

Scr ip tu ie  Scr ip ture ot  the Cothol ic  Theologico l  Union in  Chicogo,  in formed the meet ing thot  in  the

y"oi tgOZ the Voticon insisted thot the Moss continue to be celebroted in Lotin, ond yet, in. 1964 the

%t icon Counci l  dec ided thot  Moss could be ce lebroted in  the vernoculor .  He pointed out  thoto l though

the Voticon hos refused to ordoin women, i t  st i l l  didn't soy "never" qnd this keeps the door open for

iuture discussions, ond possibly the not too distront future. Mony members felt thot the Decree could

st i l l  be chonged,  s ince i t  wos not  mode qs on in fo l l ib le  dec lqrut ion.
Unl ike the former mi l i tont  meet ings of  th is  sor t ,  the Clevelond meet ing wos very co lm,  ond i t  wos

decided tho i  they wi l l  deol  wi th  th is  issue co lmly,  peocefu l ly  ondcorefu. l ly ,  t ry ing to  f ind enough

documentot ion to  be oble to  prove the i r  po int  by b ib l ico l  ond theologico l  doto,  thot  the pr iesthood

wos not  meont-  for  men only .

D A N G E R  O F  S P T I T  A M O N G  A N G L I C A N S .
d i t i o n i n e v i t o b l y r e s u | t s , t o o g r e o t e r o r | e s s e r d e g r e e ,

in protest from the foithful.The preporotion of the Anglicons over mony yeors, for the occeptonce of

women priests, hos f inol ly culmimted in o victory for the Womens' Liberqtion Movement. A Con-

vention of Clergy ond loy-people voted by o greoi moiority for the r ight of women to be ordqined.

Yet todoy, less ihon o yeor since this decision vrcrs mode, o protest movement hos olreody begun
omong the Episcopol ions"  The Bishops hod scorcely  le f t  the Convent ion when they begon fo issue
stotementes to  the ef fect  thot  even i f  they hod ogreed to women's  ord inot ion in  pr inc ip le ,  would

never  permi t  th is  in  the i r  own d ioceses.  A lso severs l  por ishes onnounced thot  they would refuse to
occept o womon oppointed os their rector. The ordinotion of q womon who odmitted to being o
homosexuol (something she does not even consider to be q sin) served to moke the spli t  even deeper.

The Right  Reve.  Poul  J .  Moore,  when osked obout  th is  ord imt ion by on ABC TV repor ter ,  odmi t ted

thot  women's  ord inot ions wi l l  br ing "q lo t  o f  unrest ,  even the poss ib i l i ty  o f  o  smol l  sch ism" to  h is

church,  but  he s t i l l  be l ieves thot  th is  wi l l  s t rengthen i t ,  os o f i rn l  resul t .  Asked obout  the Lesbion

Elten Borrett,  he soid thot i f  he hqd to repeot this oct he would not hesitute to do so, becouse her

vocot ion is  "deep"  ond "s incererrond her  personol  l i fe  is  f ree of  scondol .
Bishop Moore hod to odmit thot he hod received "on enormous omount of moil" ond thqt "the negotives

ore o lo t  more thon the posi t ives" .  As the Angl icon mogozine "The L iv ing Church"  repor ted on
Mqrch l3th, 1977, there ore more ond more porishes who hove decided to withhold their dioceson
ossessments.
A group of Bishops ond Clergy who ossembled in Chicogo lost yeor in order to strort o protest movement,

met  wi th  on even lorger  membership in  Dol los,  Texos.  The neworgonizot ion,  temporor i ly  co l led the
Evongel ico l  ond Cothol ic  Miss ion,  is  led by severo l  B ishops who do not  occept  women's  ord inot ions.
It intends to be o vitql witness to the Church ond plons to "revive" the trodit ion of qn exclusively
mole c lergy"  The group in tends to  devote specio l  o t tent ion torecal l ing theAngl icon Church "which
hos stroyed -- to deep commitment to holiness ond truth." The ft1" Rev" Domld Dovies, Bishop of
Dollos, soid thot "the group wil l  be o vitol witness in the l i fe of the Church. We hope the movement
wil l  hove for-reoching consequences to the foith qnd order of the Church""
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TRADIT IONALISTS SEIZE CHURCH IN  PARIS ,  FRANCE.
d fo t towen,  se ized St .  Nicholos Church in

the Lotin Quorter of Poris. Affer celebrqting the tnodit ionql Tridentine Moss, the Priestonnounced
thot, i f  the outhorit ies should try to evicl fhem, "we shqtl occupy Notre Dome"o. Fr. Cooche is o
member of Archbishop I 'ef"5ure's group, who, os is welt known, hos refused to occept the decisions
of the Second Voticon Council ,  in port iculqr the new "lv1oss", ond hos been f ighting for the restoro-
t ion of the Tridentine Mqss in Lotin.

MARRIAGE OF TWO WOMEN.
c h o t h e r i n L o s V e g o s , N e w d o . A d e p u t y m o r r i o g e c | e r k o n d t h e

Choplo in of  the Chopel  o f  Roses Wedding Chopel  so id thot  they were notqu,qre thqtA.  T.  Col loghon
!\oso womon, when she posed oso bridegroom. Mrs. Colloghon, who wos mqrried before, wore o
mon's  su i tond q t ie .  One of  the chopel 's  s io f f  members so id thot  "she looked more l ike o nnn thon
o lot of meri I  hove seen". When some observers suggested thot the wedding might be i l legol becouse
of  the f roudulent  l icense,  the Choplo in,  Rev.  A l  A lo lu f  ,  so id:  "We hove o l icense ond thot  mokes
i t  o  legol  wedding.  As for  os I  om concerned,  one is  dressed l ike o mqn ond looks l ike o mon."
The "wedding" is considered to be the very f irsi legol morrioge of two homosexuqls"


