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METROPOLITAN PHILARET IN EUROPE

On Sunday, 15/28 May, His Eminence Metropolitan Philaret departed for Eur-
one on the ocean liner Queen Elizabeth II. He will spend most of his time
resting in France at the Lesna Convent as his physicians have ordered, Nev-
ertheless, Vladyka intends to visit England, spending two weeks in London

to direct church life in that country. FHe elso plans to visit Germany and
to vreside at a celebration on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of
Archhishop Philothei's ordination to the holy vriesthood, to be held in
Hamburg.

Vladyka Philaret will return to America prior to the opening of the Bishops'
Council (Sobor) scheduled to begin in New York on 28 August/10 September.
The Council's work will conclude on Saturday, 10/23 September, with the glo-
rification of Blessed Xenia of St. Petershurg. At that time the final pani-
khida will be celebrated for her, followed by an all-night vigil service in-
cluding specizl hymns composed in her honor. On Sunday, 11/24 September,
211 memhers of the Bishopns' Council will participate in a solemn Divine Lit-
urgy, after which the Blessed Xenia Fund will sponsor a dinner for all that
have taken part in this Jjoyous event.

Netails of the schedule of solemnities will be announced in due course from
the amhos of all parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, and all
interested may then express their desire to participate in the banquet.

AGATNST THE CONVOCATION OF AN "ECUMENICAL COUNCIL"

The French periodical Bulletin du Cercle d'Information Civicue et Sociale,

in its issue dated May 1, printed an editorial against the convocation of

an ecumenical council at the present time. The article begins with a lengthy
citation from an epistle of the Diocesan Assembly of the Vestern European
Diocese which was presided over by Archbishop Antony of Geneva. It notes
that it is inappropriate to convoke a council when three-fourths of the
Orthodox Church is situated on territory governed by militant atheists and

is deprived of freedom. On the other hand, the Diocesan Assembly forcefully
and significantly spoke out against all modernism, among other things point-
ing to the Roman Catholic Church as an example internal collapse brought

about by modernism. The epistle spoke out earnestly against ecumenism in
no uncertain terms.

The Serbian Archimandrite Justin (Popovich) held to the same point of view
in a statement from which the Bulletin also quoted extensively. In a French
rublication, the Roumanian priest Fr. Vergilius Georgiou, author of many
books, expressed similar objections to the convocation of a council. He
voiced manv profound thoughts, refuting the ecumenical tendencies of the
Patriarchates of Constantinople and Moscow, pointing to marxist influence

in their contemporary theology.



ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE THE PASCHALTION

In the March issue of The Orthodox Observer, a publication of the Greek
frchdiocese in America, an article apveared by Bishop Pierre L'Fuiller of
the Foscow Patriarchate on the cuestion of the celebration of Pascha. Set-
tine forth the history of the development of the celebration of Pascha,
Bishon Pierre tries to suggest to his readers that there are no decrees in
the canons which forbid the celebration of Pascha at the same time as the
Jevish Passover. 1In Bishop Pierre's oninion, to interpret "te celebrate
with the Jews" (Apostelic Canon VII): and "to celehrate Pascha with: the Jews"
C”oun01] of Antloch, Canon VII) as precluding any coincidence of the Jewish
Passover and Christian Pascha "is foreifn and, in 2 sense, contrary to
what was then decreed at Nicea."

Hovever, it is well known to all that the text of the Nicean decree has not

heen precserved; vet it was still the basis of the decision of the Council

of Antioch vhlch met only sixteen vyears later Canon I of the Council of

Antioch immoses a strict penalty on anyone ”who dares insist on having his

ovn way, causing the laity to be led astray and turmoil in the Churc“, cele-

bhrating Pasche with the Jews.," The renowned Greek cenonist Matthew Vlastaris,

in his detailed @ynl“nﬂtiow ﬂ‘ the canons concerning the paschalion, noints

out precisely the vrincirle re2son for such a decree: Because, hevwwv

separated curselves from then (i.e,, the Jews) in law and manner of +hou~“*

ig fittings thet we semnarzte ourselves from them on the days of festival.

i o of Orthodov from heretics and Jews is indicated in

i canons; it is not surprizing then that the Fathers

epplied this princinle to Pascha as well. It is

, 3 article by a bishon of the Moscow Patriarchate is
ving to eliminate th nrinciple to clear “he road for the changing of the

canons on the celebration of Pasoha for this is exactly what the ecumenists

are in desparate need of. It is notevorthv also that this article , author-

ed by a 5l°hOD of the Moscow Jurisdiction, has heen nrinted in full by The

Orthodox Church; the official publication of the American Metropolia (”O C.AL).
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THE LTES OB TWO PATRTIARCHS

The January, 1977 issue of The Journal of the lMoscow Peatriarchate €ites
“he tewts of the sneeches exchanged by Ecumenical Patrizrch Demetrios and
Petriarch Pimen of Toscov, The latter was visitins Toncstantinornle (Isten-

hul) and held a recevtisn in Patriarch Demetrios' honcr =% the soviet

ecution of the Church in the Soviet Union is =o well knovm a fac

2 has long since oeaqed to require refutation. The position of the
cumenical Patriarchate is not much better., The patriach is the "ethnarch'
ot the Phrlstlaﬂ minority in a Muslim state vhich has versecuted Christian-
ity for centuries, thourh not as systematically and ﬁn“q~uveﬂt1v 28 has

the communist regime.

Mot lone ago all the major magazines and newspavers in America reported a
new outhreak of persecution against the Orthodox in Turkey. Among various
Aetails mention was made that because the natriarchate could not nay the
hure teax levied against it , 1t was subjected by the authorities to an in-
ventorv of 211 its rups, and even its linen! Archbishop Iakovos, Txarch
0f the Tcumenical Patri rchate for America, did a2ll he could to =2rouse
mihlic oninion here in favore of the persecuted Christians. However, this
ig vhat the Orthodox patriarchs had to say:

Petriarch Pimenstated: "The Russian Orthodox Church carries out her service
amid the favorahle conditions of the just society maintained by the Soviet
neonle for the past sixty years. It is worthy of not that, in this year
of dubilee for our homeland, a new constitution has been adopted by the
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U.S.5.R., in which the great democratic principles which guarantee the
freedom of conscience of all our citizens are confirmed with yet more
force and clarity."

Replying to him, Patriarch Demetrios remarked on Patriarch Pimen's report
concerning the new constitution which broadened freedom of conscience and
religion in the U.S.S.R. with satisfaction, and hoasted in turn that his

governemnt was not far behind the communists': "For our own part, we
would also like to inform Your Beatitude that the constitution of our
country provides for freedom of conscience and religion. 2And, as Ecumen-
ical Patriarch, wve abide under the protection of the constitution and the
democratic laws of the Turkish state."

Metropolitan Meliton of Sardis, the principle deputee of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate at all ecumenical meetingsm also categorically denied that
there is any persecution of Orthodoxy or Greeks in the Turkish republic.

SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH DEMANDS RIGHTS

The Ecumenical Press Service, a hulletin of the World Council of Churches,
dated Anril O, reported that the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox»xChurch
has turned to the Yugoslavian government with a demand for broader freedoms.
A memorandum containing ten points was signed by Patriarch German and two
hishons. The Datrlarch and his synod demand that the authorities cease
meddling 1n_OCCWPQ19q+vcal affairs, that children who study relgion not

he subiected to discrimination, and that the radio and news media stop
ridiculing helievers. Also among the points listed are the restitution

of church pronerties confiscated by the government and social security
henefits for teachers in theological schools.

CINALLY

Almost ci"lultaneously, the New York Times and the Hellenic Press news-
napers reported in mid-May that relations hetween The “orld Council of
Churches and the hierarchy of the Church of Greece have hecome strained
to *the brealking voint. As is apparent from an Athens report, the fric-
tion heran as early as 1967, at the assembly in New Delhi, vhen the W.C.C.
refused to include a statement of the Orthodox delegatlon in its revort.
The ¥'.C,C. did not honor this refusat with any explanation, but consented
to mail the Orthodox statement only on recuest, in no way includinge it in
its renort.

Although the frame of mind of the Protestant-ecumenists has in no way
chanred for the hetter, the official (new calendsz ) Greek Church has
vaited for seventeen vears hefore finally airing her grievances against
the 7,C.C., nuhlically. The Greek Church has been an organic memher of
the 7,.C. since its inception. Naturally, better late than never...

Archhishop Seravhim, primate of the (state) Church of Greece, gave an
interview to a revorter of the New York Times during which he complained
hitterly that the "Protestant elite™ had relegated the Orthodox Church to
second-class status, Archbishop Seraphim emnha51zed that the church he
b@ﬁdc vill demand a more eouitable position (amo“, the multitude of Pro-
testant denominations). Metropolitan Panteleimon also took part in the
interview, as well as several priests and two professors aftheology.

Q

Archbishop Seranhim complained that, considering that there are no less
than 150 million Orthodox throughout the world, i.e. as many Orthodox as
Protestants, the Orthodox have only 15% of the votes in the V.C.C. Besides
this, representatives sent by the Orthodox to chair conferences and commis-
sions are often not confirmed, or are replaced by others at the whim of

the Council. "If we cannot name those we think best cualified, particu-
larly to the Commission on Faith and Order, which considers cuestions of
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doctrine, we run the danpger that succeeding generations will charge us
writh betvaV1 ng the Faith,'" said Metropolitan Panteleimon. He also stated
hat the "elite" con51sts of only a few persons who manipulate the cen-
ra ﬁnd executive committees; since the general assembly meets only once
very sgix years, "they govern from behind the scenes, and they do what
thexr ”ant...- ey are all Protestants,' added the metropolitan

’rchhishon Seraphin stressed that he vas speaking only for the Church of
Greece, and that "if we do not receive these assurances (publication of

C rthodox statements and that representatives will not he sumnmarily
re‘ected), we will suspend our participation.” As far as we are concerned,
m2yv God grant that this happen!

(\

\’D (‘f‘d‘
D(D )
il—’

Ay

"hen asled abhout Greek complaints, 2 svokesman for the W.C.C. declined to
comment, hut stated that Philip Potter, General Secretary of the Council,
was on hlS vay to visit a number of renrespnt tives of various churches,

and that he DWanned to stop at Athens to meet with Archbishop Seraphim,

M PURGE TN THE MOSCOY PATRTIARCHATE?

The December, 1977 issue of the Journal of the loscow Patriarchate revorts
that two hishops have retired simultaneously for 'reasons of health" and
cne cdue to '"advanced are."

Pallady, Archbishon of Zhitomir and Ovruch, is heing revlaced hv Archnriest
V2silv Rodnarchi’ of the dincese of Lvov: Archblsho“ ROPOWP“ of KlPOVF”aﬁ
pnd Nikolaev resicned his see to Archimandrite Sevastian (Pilipchuk) of

the diocese of Kiev: and Archbishop Iov was “enlaceﬂ hy Archimandrite
"myrosy (Schurovy).

APOSE QF ARCHBISHOP ERMOGEN

News hag reache

fL

(

us from the U.S.S.R. that Archhishop Ermorsen (Golubev
vho lone 2r0 was forced into retirement and lent under house arrest, h
reposed, He vas mersecuted for struscling acainst the closure of chu

and for disarreein~ with the nolicies of the loscow Patriarchate, wi

vhich, however, he never hroke communion.

TRISAGTON AT THE GRAVE QF D
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. VARTIN LUTHER KING

The Yay 24 issue of the QOrthodo Observer, official nublication of the

Greelr Archdincese in Americe, 1"ebor’“ts that in Atlanta, Georsia, Bishomn

Tohn of Thermon intoned a nortion of the Orthodox service for the cdead

9% 2 matherins held in honor of the well-knowvn leftist hlaclr leader Dr,
rq

artin Tuther ¥Ving., At the conclusion of the meeting, admirer )
]ate nastor nroceeded to King's crave with candles, anﬂ there ?15%0“

John served a trisagion (11t13) for the dead. This was reported in the
"narish news!" column without comment. Unfortunately, the Fcumenical
Petriarchate apparently does not consider it in any way out of the or-
dinarv that an Orthodox bishop serve a trisagion for a Protestant minister,
even one noted for his almost communistic public sveeches,

MASONS IN THE  ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

In our Newsletter #13 we cited a report that originated in Archbishop

Lefevhre's circles concerning masons among the Roman Catholic hierarchy.

“uestioned ahout noints ralsed in an article printed in the National

~otholic Register (July 4th issue), a spokesman for the Vatican, rr.

? meo Fancirolil, stated that the 1lsto printed therein "are s0 ridic-

u?o\~ that they do not even merit consideration." The paner devotes
uch snace to the personality of MacKenna, the author of the expose,
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pointing out that he is a former Dominican who at present has nothing
to do with that order. The Vice-Prior of the Dominican Order stated
that MacKenna belongs to a group of "right-right wing" fanatics which

oprnoses all post-Vatican II reforms. Does this mean that one cannot
elieve him?

The Grand Master of the Italian masonic order, Mr. Salvini, refuted the
accuracy of the list of masonic hierarchs published by MacKenna, but in-
directly refuted the Vatican's obJjections as well. 1In 1974, Cardinal
Sever made 1t clear that it was forbidden for clergy to bhecome members
nf a masonic order, but that laymen were free to Join if thev wished. The
Grand Master of the Ttalian masonic lodges stated only that the list
published by MacKenna was "imprecise." However, he added that now

there are '"very fine relations between the church and the masons," and
stated that "we have oriests, and even bishops" who are lodge members.
Let us keep in mind that when publishing his list, MacKenna cited mas-
onic sources. Might this not exnlain the evasiveness of the Grand Mas-
ter's "refutation"?

ADDENDUM TO _OUR NOTE CON "QUASI-ORTHODOXY"

In the April issue of our newsletter (#15, p.6), we included a report
from the mecavine The Word concerning the conversion to Crthodoxy of

several French uniate monks headed bv Fr. Placide Dazeille., e have

since received additional information indicating that the article as

cuoted was inexact.

As was mnointed out, Fr. Placide was a Benedictine scholar who worked on
the translation of the vritines of the holy Fathers of the Eastern Church.
Familiarity with them led him to a realization that the Roman Church was
in error. He had had some exvmerience in serving Eastern liturgical ser-
~ rices (uniate style) from servine as a "bi- ritual" nriest for Catholic
“nuns in Africa. Fr. Placide's helief in the truth of Orthodoxy grew
and came to the attention of hls bishop, who attempted unsuccessfully
to convince him otherwisge. /An article concerning Fr. Placide and his
followers avneared in the nevsvaver Figsaro, in which it was stated that
he converted to Orthodoxy out of "ecumenical impatience." This aroused
the interest of the readers, and Fr. Placide hegan to receive many sym-
nathetic letters. He was also interviewed by a newspaner renorter epd
cemite assurances that Fr. Placide would he allowed to check the text,
the interview was nrinted contawnlng an incorrect transcript of their
conversation Nevertheless, he was not permitted to print a correction.

lacide and his brethren went to Mt. Athos to convert to Orthodoxy,

n one of the monasteries there were haptized and tonsured monks.
esent, the future of Fr., Placide and his brotherhood is uncertain.

i 71ked in France, not only by the Catholics, hut by ecumenists

, even by ecumenists who call themselves Ortbodox. How their future
resolved ig difficult to say.
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MMANENT DANGER OF HINDUISM FOR CATHOLICS

Fr. Fox, a conservative Catholic priest, has nublished quite a large art-
icle, serialized in two issues of the National Catholic Register, entitled
Is vhﬂhwqm Invading Convents and Cathechetics?".

By chance, the autor encountered one of his former parochial school stu-
dents vho had converted to one of the numerous Hindu sects that are flour-
ishing today. Grieved over the loss of his student, he decided to occupy
himself with a serious investigation of this problem. Searching for infor-
mation, he made the accuaintance of a cultured woman who, though raised
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in a Christian family, converted to Hinduism and had been a zealous
follower of her guru for twenty years, after which, having thoroushly
acovainted herself with all of Hinduism's mystic teachings, returned to
Chrigtianity. A Catholic nun also wrote to him, recguesting that her
name not be divulged. She Complained bitterly that the sisters in her
convent had made higher courses in Hindu rellgwous teachings mandatory:
those who object are punished and, in some cases, even driven from the
convent. By the way, we have heard a similar complaint from two nuns
in New York. One stated that "the situation has changed so much since
(she) was in school. Vhat was an isolated case of Hinduism has devel-
oned into an enidemic." <She thinks that to combhat Hinduism, a close
and fundamental knowledse of 1ts teachings is essential:; this is very
difficult, because "tryins to understand just what Hinduism is is a
little 1ike trving to hold a rreased pig; until vou learn the nrover
rones, ! GQﬁ@07871" if one stons to consider that Hinduism consists of
at least six UhllosoohlcaT systems.

s principle att”actlon for modern youth (one, moreover, supvnorted en-
wsiastically v the scumenists) is the teaching that =211 P@l?*ﬂﬁns are
o_rect thouvh oan Vedanta contains the fulness of truth. There is no
e_sonal God in H;ndulcm: man himself becomes divine as a result of lahor
and meditation.

Furthermore, the woman told Fr. Fox that the soviet governmant has decided
to use Hinduiem,honin~ thereby to be better able to cope with Christ-
ianity. “Thile she w2c in India, the secretary of the monastic order of
amakrﬁshna, congictered the most influential in that country, related to
her that the Zoviet zuthorities had requested him to send swamis to Rus-
ech fdvenzz Tedanta. 0Ff course, this request was willingly ful-

e heve =27 res7- heard from people arriving from the U.S. 2R,

noare mov showing an interest in Hindu teachines

et\rniyw to ?““iStizﬂlt", the former Hindu vwrote a criticue of thes
ines in the ferm of “ive letters to Catholic nuns, and 2lso made =z
e tane of the same. The authore of the letters notes with anxiety
“ emis were to lav seige to the strongholﬁ, Catholic nuns
%o ferl with them; hut "what is the nortress to do when

¢ clothed a2s a2 vell-known Dominican theologlan?”

1 - 1
mi~ht he

Catholic meriodicals do not hide the fact that many of the clersy exhibit
an unhealthy interest in oriental mysticism. In particular, the famous
fatholic writer and monk Thomas Merton was influehced by Tihetan teach-
inrs bhefore his death, and cdied under suspicious circumstances in a Tib=-
etan monastery,

THE AMERICAN METROPOLIA ("0,C,4,") AND THE MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE

Tre Mav issue of the Russian Orthodox Journal, published by the F.R.0.C.
orranization, contains a renort on the festal celebration of the /BVL
anniversary o? the founding of St. Nicholas' Cathedral in New York City,
a huildines vwhich presently is in +%P hande of the Moscow Petriarchate.

[P LIL Al W 2.1 caTholn

tn Sunday, November 20, 1977, a solemn Divine Liturpgy was served in
which the Tollowing hierarohs took vpart: RBishop Irenei, exerch for the nar-
ishes of the Moscow Patriarchate in America, Metropolitan Josevh of the
Rulearien Patriarchate, Bicghovp Elias of the Antiochian (qyrlan> Church,
and Rishomn Herman of VWlfes -Barre, renresentative of the "Orthodox Church
in Americalt (A formerly the Metropolia).

" hancuet was held afterwards at the Sts. Peter and Paul Center in
aic, N.J. 1In his opening speech at thé bhanquet, the Moscow hierarch
A that "with the establishment of the autocephalous Orthodox Church

Pa

5
nnte

o n



-7

joto

America (sic) in April, 1970, St. Nicholas Cathedral bhecame the rep-
sentation of the Most Holvy Patrlarch of Moscow and All Russia. In
nnection with this event, the cathedral became not only the historical
and sacred monument, but also the symbol of the great and holy mission
o) sist Orthodox unvtv in America."
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A week later, in the June issue of the Orthodox Church, official publi-
cation of the "O, C A", among a number of other short aocounts of events
in its church 1if wt was veoorted that in May a delegation was sent by
the "O,C.A." to ”osco” to take vart in a celebration marking the sixtieth
ﬂnﬂlve”sarv of the election of Patriasrch Tikhon to the hatrlarchaW throne.
The delegates were Bishop Dimitri of Hartford and New anland accompanied
Hv the spcwetavy of the Holy Synod and tvo nriests, Frs. ewrluQ Kuharsky
and Leonid Kishkovsky. The latter is at present the pastor of their Sea
C1iff, N.Y. narish.

fccordineg to the same revort <he "Q.C0.A.Y% also sent a He“eﬁet’on to a

celenhration marking the 25th anniversary of the restora ion of the Rul-
orarian Pabwwarchate The delegation sent to Sofia included Bishop Her-

man of Tilkes-Rarre and “wchnrles+ John Skvir, a member of the "Q.C,A."'s
Metronolitan Council and its Devartment of External Affairs. The delepation

hresen ed the »natriarch with an icon of St. Herman of Alasks,

One shozld keep in mind that when "autocenhaly" was received from loscow,
those who vere disturhed by it were =2ssured that contact with Moscow
would cease then and there, But, ac we see from the puhsications of the
daushter-church, its honds with the “oscow Patriarchate have hecome, if
anythine, ticrhter,
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CONSENURNCTS OF THE WANTI-MISSTCNAZY LAY
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to each of the patriarchs with an identical let-
. © in detail that this law was nassed in =2ssocia-
a similer motion nassed by the W.C.C., and also nointed out that
s one of a nurher of nations that has signed an accord on human
“rictly to the noint of view that everv man has the
on and conscience, including the rizht to chanre
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Howvever, seventeen days after the new law went into effect, a Jewish Pro-
Testant m7ﬂ10 ter, the nuhlisher of the magazine Me-et Le- @t fell victim
to 1t. Baruch Maoz was summarily called £o appear at the ho].ice station

in Rishon Letzion, near Tel Aviv, and was 1nterrogate concerning a matter
vhich fell under tbe new law hut vhich had occurred in December, hefore

the law took effect., The police wanted to know if he had of*e”ed neonle
materiel inducements to convert to Protestantism, demanded ‘an account of
nis activities and 2 1ist of hvs T%*eqos and acouaintances, with the assur-
12 +

ce authorities refused to inform the defendant as to the reason

ir intervention and concealed from him the Minister of Justice's

“lon, issued more than a month previously, that '"no investisation

lav enforcement officers in connection with the Penal Code Amend-~
nent Law (Fnticement to Change Religion) 1277 was permiftted without his

1 horization.™
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In reply to an incuiry made to the cleric in ocuestion to Prof. Aaron Paral
Pwnlstev of Justice, the 1atter replied by telephone that "he did promise
to look into the matter.

b

The editors of the Associated Christian Press Bulletin note with concern
that if the police permit themselves to act without the knowledge and com~
sent of the Minister of Justice, can we truly rely on the assurances of
the arbiters, namely that cases of intimidation and illegal interference
will cease in the future?

THEE OLD TESTAMENT SHOULD BE RENAMED

The April 271st ilssue of the National Catholic Reporter printed a lenzthy
article hv the Catholic vriest Fr. Jorn Pawlikowski, chairman of the

“er rtment of quto“y and Doctrine of the Catholic mheo’omcﬂ Union in

Lhicaro and 2 memher of the Secretaris= “a» Tatholic-Jewish Relations.

™e entire article is based on the ar~ument that it is essential to chanre
the name of the 0ld Testament hecauce nne czn sense in this term a pride-

ful suneriority of the New Testament over *he 01d.

"Our willinr-ness to drop the term 01¢ Testarment will serve as a litrmus
test of Christianity's basic change of hezrt, 2 clear and unruestionahle
indication thet we have finally forsaken *he 0ld relationshin model in
Favor of the omne of eruality between two “2%tih communities." The author
notes correctlv that if the term MOlEM e :Tjﬁinated, inevitably the
ruestion will arise over a suitable term to <2t its nlace. The tholic
nriest considers the »est nossible alternztire <o he "Hehrew Scriptureu,
althourh he doers acknowledse that such 2 term severely limits the entire
comcent of the 2iRle, Monethless, he nrefercs <his term hecevuse it will
enahle "Thrictisne o move from hauchtiness o runility in their percepn-
Fal [N

Tion of Jufaisn

(O SEARE O Y

’nother, no less i fortapt cuestion confronts thic T=tholic cleric: if

he eventuallw succeeds in renaming the 01d Testarmen® *tha "Hehrew Scrintures
vhat vill he "o ith the New Testament? The Cotneolis =riest has a %olutlon
Tor thig, too: "Franltly, I do not think it wonlsd -z == Astrimental to
continue usin~ - o0

______ term for the Christian hiwii 2nose 2as long as ve
£ <al Jevish- Chrlst1°n
g."" Hovever, the

n Scrintures" or "Anos-

licel
altered the Churchk ¢ consciousness about the “und me
relationshiv throurh the switch to "Hebrew Scr ture
author suggests the adoption of the term ”Chrlstl
tolic chlpturos
But, he concludes: "At this moment, however, T would concentrate esneciz
on the 014 rpestament ‘Hebrew Mcwlvtu%es D”oblem and lezve The iew Testa-
ment for later,

2llxr
J

THE REBTRTH OF ASTROLOGY

Fvancelical Newslett a Proteatant hulletin, draws attention to the
Y that lately 1pteweqt in astrology has greatly increased. Of the
1500 newspaners puhlished in ﬁmerlca, 1250 carry aQtTOWO”y columns which
print "predictions" for each day. In six universities astrology is
tavecht as an elective course. Acoordjng to statistics, one fourth of th
!merican ponuletion helieves in the astrologers' nredictions, and three
fourthe know the names of the astrological cythWG;

M BCUMENTCAL, LTTURGY

2s reported hy the Ecumenical Press Service in its April 20 release, the
o

",C.C, has heen asked to prepare a new liturgy. This suggestion was made
by a work-shop committee conducted by the V.C.C. at the Orthodox Academy
of Crete, and which discussed the question of the renewal of congrega-
tional 11FP
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The subcommittee for the cuestion of the renewal of congregational life
remarked on the great progress reached hy the ecumenists on the guestion

of understandine the essence of the eucharist, stating that a new text
micht he used in conjunction with already existing services by all denomin-
ations vpresently occunied with the revision of their liturgies.

surveys of the nresent state of affairs in various congregations indicate
that the committee should concentrate especially on questions of helie<

and creativity, liturgics and culture, worship and the church's role in
the life of society.

The suhcommittee recommended that a three-year neriod be set aside, daring

s ot would he nossible for different congregations to henefit from

en exchance of views and a reappraisal of individual liturgical practices.

“eports and proposals should be submitted *o the working group of the sub-
4

o O

THEY TRIED TOO HARD

Twvo Catholic newsparers, the National Cathn®ie Jerister and the National
Cetholic Pevorter, have renorted TRaf o eranlonl service took nlace in

Providence, Phofe Teland, on April 1,

“lizabeth Fahecloer, an eniscopalian nrie received an invitation from
Catholic nuns to “eliver a lecture vhich ttended by some fifty out-
vell o T the nuns themselves, ' “%er the lecture, the guest
c t

=t Took vart, includine~ the Ta2trolic nuns (Sisters of
ved the eniscopalian eucrzric=,

1 mass leaked to the ~ress and the local Catholic
, learned of it onlv “rom the newsnapers, The bish-
d and described the evren* 25 2 "ecandal." Tmphas-

JLICD

oy
izins that this service had not heen authericzed 2 him, and that "those

~

“athnlice vho took part in it and received contrary to

church teaching and canon law." Nevertheless, »o 2id admit that his
church encourapes Catholics to take part in the ecumenical services of
other denominations, bhut that "full particination, esnecially when sig-
nified by receiving communion at such services, is net nermitted.t

Tan the Catholic nuns he hlamed for misimderetaonsing fhain nishons?

The Protestant magazine Christianit«

v Tofav, vrintine on article on this
event in it its Mav issue, notes rathen sarczsticzally that the service took
nlace on April Fools' Dayv, The matter remsing that the enisconalian
priestess hid from the Tatholic diocese *re “act that she intended to
serve mass in addition to Aeliverine the lezcture she had Yeen called *o

~rive,

SOVMEN PRIESTS A PROBLEN TN SWEDEN

The Internaticnal Herald Tribune carried an article in its May 31 issue
concerning unrest in relipious circles in Sweden over female ministers.
Sweden was the first country who parliament championed the cause of WO=
men's richts, nermittine vomen to he ordained to the Lutheran vastorate
22 early as 1958. In fact,narliament is the head of the ILutheran Church
in Sveden

Mow women, hoping that 2]l have grovm accustomed to their pastoral role

ard that the turmoil surrounding their pretensions has died dovm, have
heoun to strive towards the eniscovacy. This has evoked new debates and
controversies, hased not on the question of women's equality as hefore,

"t on relisious arpguments. All of this has had a drastic effect on
church attendance throughout the nation, which is almost entirely Lutheran,
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The newspaner notes that many have begun to ahandone their religilon.
rt present there are two hundred seventy-five female pastors in Sweden.

Tennart Stolt, head of the church Denartment at the Ministry of Religion,
nwad honed that passions had long since ahated, but "we know now it just
ne't so. The hishop gives a sermon in Stokholm and the whole thing
exnlodes— cuestions in parliament and everywhere...The higgest opposi-
tion comes from younger priests. It 1s very strange," he said. There
are thirteen bishons in Sweden, and only one of them, the primate, 1is
onnosed to women nastors.

T+ ie interesting that at first, in the '60s, the controversy in Sweden
nrer women mastore —evolved exclusivelr around the issue of ecual rights
vith men., But now it is discussed vprinciply from the hihlical standpoint,
with snecial emphasis on the Apostle Peul's words: "et vour women keen
cilence in the church." ) )

. Rerclurd, 2 Lutheran pastor, exnlained sadly: "They say that God isg
sarainet ug, It 1s very hard to fight them. But in the Bible vou cen't
£ind anythins for or against women nriests., Jesus didn't talk about
~ricets. How can they know vhat God vante?"

o o

pAcAN TOMEN TN THR 20th CENTURY

» eroun of women firshting for equel ricnte

cervice at the Imiversity of Californiz at
nerticular decloraed herself to he s wirch.
“ra half-naked dancers. ke
shent tris event ~ove rise to many nrotests

od My tax dollars.,

~

a rhotorrenh o7

Ao . [ U R Eal
cetate insmiTUL1O0N U

o
D

]

Alan mermitted on ite ~rounds a three-dar

coddess.

NONATTONS RECEIVED ND QREATLY APPRECTATHD: rvecnhishon Theodosy (Austra-

T3eY), Fr. ‘nthony Aovalas, frcnpriest . TalAnecrn, Mrchpriest V. Knmelev,
‘rchimandrite Panteleimon--two donations (Bol-r Transficyration Monastery),
rwchnriest I. Petrov (Parecuay), Fr. I Znacrliovsir (Tralv), V. wichnevski,
. ¥ochergin, P. Tliincky, C. Kashadesev and T, LevizTslr.



