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CN THE BURIAL OF ARCHBISHOP ANDREI

In the typing of Newsletter #17, by an unfortunate oversight, a por-
tion of a phrase was omitted. The complete sentence should read:
Four bishops, headed by Archbishop Vitaly of Montreal, forty-six

priests, ten deacons and many servers took part in the funeral pro-
per.

A MORE ACCURATE REPORT ON THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY MARTYR ZINA%DA IN

At the request of Bishop Nicander of Sao Paolo we are includ a
report received from him on the subject of the Church of St. Z da
in Rio de Janiero. In our Newsletter #17 we stated that "thanks to
a new decision of the Brazilian Supremem Court, the church has heen
returned to the Brazilian diocese. Bishop Nicander has corrected
us, stating that "the reme Court has declared that the church of
St. Zinaida belongs to the parish, and not to the diocese; it has

offered no new judgment, nor has it returned the church to the Braz-
ilian diocese,."

THE MOSCOW PATRIARCEATE ON THE WIDE PATH OF ECUMENISM

The May issue of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate (which has
ocnly now arrived in America) contains a report on an ecumenical
prayer service for Christian unity celebrated in the chapel of the
Moscow Theological Academy at the Trinity-St. Sergius Lavra near
Moscow. Archbishop Vliadimir of Dmitrovsk, Archbishop Pitirim of
Volokolamsk, as well as several prominent clergymen of the Moacow
Patriarchate teok part in the service, as did Catholics and Baptists.
For the first time the Journal refers to such a service of prayer
in common with heretics, a service which violates fundamental canon
laws, as "the order of service of ecumenical prayer." The basis

of this "order of service" is the service which was drawn up by the
¥orld Council of Churches (WCC) and the Roman Catholic Church's
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christien Unity. Students of the
Moscow seminaries and their professors and instructors attended

the service, and the students' choir, under the direction of the
Priest Z.Yakimchiuk, provided the musical accompaniment.

Archbishop Dimitri, the principle celebrant, began his speech with
an announcement to those present that "today, with the blessing of
His Holiness, Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All Russia, we have
gathered here in the academy church today to raise our voices in
prayer for the good intentions of all Christians of the member
churches of the World Council of Churches. Let us pray that the
Lord will send strength to His people and that He will bless us ail
with peace." B

The order, or more precisely the disorder, of this service was as
follows: The choir sang "Glory to God in the highest..." three times
(as at the beginning of the six pslams of Matins), then the troparia




-

of the feast of the Meeting of the Lord and of St. Sergius were
sung. Thereafter, the chief representative of the Evangelical Chris-
tian Baptists read Psalm 103, after which followed the Litany of
Peace in which several of the petitions were altered: "For the ho%g
churches of God, our places of prayer, and for those who with faith,
reverence and the fear of God enter therein®; "For our spiritual
leaders, bishops, priests, deacons, and for all the clergy and the
people”; "For our country, its authorities and people..."™ Then the
Baptist preacher V, Krieger took over, intoning "the litany of Joy
and praise." After each "praise" all the participants responded
together: "Thou art our God; we are Thy people." Archbishop Pitirim
then read a short prayer for the peace of the whole world composed
for the occasion, after which the choir sang the Beatitudes. There
followed a reading from the Epistle to the Ephesians (1:15-23) and
from the Gospel according to Luke (14:15-24), after which the Cathe
olic priest Stanislas Moszejca read one of the old Latin prayers.
Immediately thereafter were two different "Litanies of Petition"
composed of bits and pieces of scriptural texts with exclamations
intoned by Archpriest Viadimir Rozhkov and Priest Alexei Pantelei-~
monov respectively., Krieger, the head of the Baptists, again took
ggrt with & reading, this time of & prayer written by Karl Barth,

e famous avant garde Protestant theologian, after which the choir
sang the Great Doxology.

At two points the prayer service was interrupted by speeches—one
delivered by Archblshop Dimitri, and the other, quite extensive, by
Archpriest Vitaly Borovoi. The prayer service was brought to a close
with the singing of the Lord's Prayer, a blessing by Archbishop
Vliadimir of Dmitrovask, and the intoning of Many Years for "all here
praying and for all Christians."

Both the April and the May issues of the Journal of the Moscow Pat-

riarchate devote much space to ecumenical meetings, espec y
atnolics. Thue, for example, the session of the Holy Synod held

on March 20 was devoted entirely to questions of ecumenical relations

with all manner of heretics. Apparently, not one question concer-

ning the life of the Russisan Church was dealt with. This, however,

is not an unusual phenomenon, Judging from the Journal of the Moscow
Patriarchate.

Interesting facts concerning the dissemination of ecumenism among

the seminarieans of the Moscow Patriarchate can be gleaned from an
article by F. van der Foort, a Dutchman who was formerly a student

at the Leningred Theological Acedemy, printed in the publication
Religion and Atheiam in the U.S5.S.R, He points out that, as regards
Tore%gn sfﬁaenfs, the administration devotes special attention and
care. They are assigned the best rooms in the buiiding, their return
trips home are paid for (even several times a year), and they re-

ceive an allowznce of thirty rubles a month, as opposed to the fif-
teen to twenty rubles allotted the young Russian students.

For the last foew yYears, ecumenical contacts have developed intensive-
ly. "In Leningrad ecumenical prayer services are often served; they
are held both at the Academy and in the Baptists' house of worship,

dos and Catholic bishops, Baptist pastors and Ethiopian clergy. Ves-
pers is served in the Acedemy's chapel, and certain psalms and
prayers ("Vouchsafe, 0 Lord...", and others) are read by heterodox
*Christian brethren, '" reports van der Foort.



- Fe

Cf all the heterodox religions, the Catholics enjoy the most suc-
cess, for they have begun to impress certain students with the
steadfastness they have shown in Poland, Van der Foort also in=-
dicates that among studentis can also be found residents cf the
Western Ukraine who have become crypto~Catholics. Sometimes here-
tics are invited to give lectures. A series of such lectures on
liturgics was delivered in the Academy by Fr, M, Arrazo of Rome's
Gregorian University, who showed a great interest in the students.
(From other sources it is known to us that Fr. Arrazza received
Communion at the hands of Metropolitan Nikodim,) They were also
pleased by a dialogue with a group of Protestant reformers. How-
ever there is a considerable number of students who view Metropoli-
tan Nikodim's attempts to draw closer to the Catholics with grave
reservations, aad not without foundation consider the Catholics to

be extremely crafty, "all but heretics" as the author if the infor-
mation writes.

He directs the atiention of his readsrs to the fact that "the spirit
of the KGB pervades" the Academy, though at first, being a foreigner
and thinking trat he was dealing with future clergyman, he did not
notice this. However, in a few days his peers begaen to avoid him,
as 1f he threatened one or another of them in some way. "Almost all
the studenta are certain that the KGE has planted its own people

in the Academy," states van der Foort. Many of the students, under
pressure Irom the "nice, cultured people” who invite them to their
quarters for periodic converstalons, have to write denunciations,
sometimes obtalning whet they want by intimidations, such as threat-
ening to fire a relstive wic has many children to support.

The curricuium cf the Academy, cited in great detall by the author,
leaves a strong impression, but calls attentlion to itself because
the students are taught even now from pre~Revolutionary textboocks
(which, considering the rresent modernign of the Moscow Patriarch-
ate, 15 not bad) and base their answers in examinations on erticles
from old theological jJournals. The Lifelessness of the articles in
the Jourmal of the Moscow Fatriarchate is @ clear confirmetion of
the forelgn student’s observations. There is only one duplicating
rmachine in the Academy; this broke down completely when they began
te run off copies of lectures for the students on the history and
constitution of the U,3.S.R. A new machine is simply unobtainable.
The Academy doss not even have a photostat machine—-z state of af-
fairs absolutely unthinkable for an educational institution by
Western gtanderds.

IT'S NOT EASY 70 UNDERSTAND

In its August 16 issue, the Orthodox Observer, official mouthpisce
of the American Exarchate of the Patriarchate of Constantinople,
reports that in mid-July a Greck-Anglican conference was held in
Athens, which discussed such questions (vital, no doubt, to Ortho-
doxy) as the ordination of women among the Anglicans and the Cath-

olic additions to the Symbel of Faith which the Anglicans have ac-
cepted. '

The newspaper reporis that the snglicen and "Orthodox" participants
in the conference acknowledged the importance of acting on the dec-

isions of an earlier ecumenical conference held in Moscow in 1976,
which recommended the avoidance of the "Filioque" clause in future

editions of iiturgical books.




The guestion of the ordination of women among the Anglicans was
more complex than that of the perversion of the Symbol of Faith.
Thus, all the dislogues with the Anglicans on the possibility of
unification in the future began under the threst of "acute crisis.”

The "Orthodox" ecumenists demonstrated forcafully to the Anglicans
that the Orthodox Church does not, in gensral, disparage the impore
tence of women (by way of example, the exclusive position of the
Virgin Theotokos and the venersticn of fenale saints was cited);
rather, the guestior lies in the pessibility of bresking Tradition
by way of the Introauction of "innecvations.” The representatives

of the COrsek Church definitely cdeciaresd that "if the Anglicens con-
tinue to ordain women to the nriesthosd, this will have a declsively
negative effect on the lssue 2 the recogrition of Anglicen orders,”
By way of explanation, it was stated that "those Orihodex Churches
which have partislly or rroviaionally recognized fngiican orders

id 80 on the ground that the Anglicen Church has preserved the
apostolic guccesgior; and the apostoilc succession is not merely
continuity in the outward laying-orn of haznds, but zignifies conuvinue
ity in apomtoiic falth und Life. By ordaining women, Anglicans
would sever themsiloves from this continuity, aad so any existing
acts of recognition by tae Orthodox would have to be reconsidered.?
Hote that wnile the "Urthedox! requsst that the Angllcans cease
ordelning womern, thay sav nothing about the women aiready ordained.

The Anglicar representatives unanimously declared their aspiration
to be falthful to the tradition of the Gospel and to preserve it in
the life of their church. However, it became sbundantly clear that
there esre different ways of understanding "Tradition® in their
milieu, «z weli vz the ifuporiance sf the application of Tradition to
medsrn 1ife.  They wers forced to asckrnowledge that the ordination of
women has been the cause of schisms in their own envirmmment. Their
group ltsel? wae divided into three basieo opinions: the first main-
tained thet the srdinstion of womewn is %in no way consonent with a
true understanding of the Churchis cethollicity and apoatelicity, but
rather constitutes a grave dsformation of the Church's Sraditional
falth and order®: the second grour decided that the act of cordaining
woman constituties Y& proper extension and development of the Churchis
tradlitional ministry,” und expressed the hope that "in due time,
under the guldarce of ths Holy Spirit, *hese actions will be univer-
s5lly accepted’: the *hird group caly rezretted the manner in which
the Inmpovation hsd besn lotroduced ints anglican practice, but did
not categoricaliv rule 15 out gz a pogsibiility,

Jnfortunately, Hhs ¥lrthodox? ecumenists do not seem Lo be able to
ges E T OWL no

AUTOCEPHALY OF U "0.CL ALY NOT RECOGNIZED IN JERUCALEM

D U Ul

5 Jlesue; The Orthodox Church, official publication of
the "C.C.4.% ‘the former Metropoila), published letters of protest
written by Metropoliten Theodosius, Biszhop Gregory of Aleska and
Bishop raul of Karelis (Finland) t¢ Pstriarch Benedictos of Jeru-
salem, sxyressing thelr indignation over his refusal to permit
Bishop Gregery to Berve st the Holy Sepulchre.

n arriving in Jerusaiem, Bishop Gregory was informed by Metropolitan
Vasileocs nn hehalf of the patriarch thet he couid not serve at the
Holy Sepulchre because of the "delicate situation” of his church.

The problem Ltles in the fact *het the admin’siration of the "O0.C.ALY

~
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has not managed to obtain recognition of its "autocephaly" from
any chigches other than those controlled by governments of the
communist bloc. And even froam these one must exclude the Serbian
Orthodox Church which, despite ovressure from Moscow, has thusfar
refused to recognize the legality of the "autocephaly” bestowed
upon: the YO.,C.A."

The blow tc Bishop Gregory's pride was especially bitter since the
fmerican Metropolia has repestedly cited the fact that clerics of
the Russlan Orthodox Church Abreoad are not permitted to serve in
the Holy Sepulchre as a "proaf" of the non-canonicity of the
Church Abroad. HNow a representative of the Meircpolia has been
subjected to the saue restriction, with the sole distinction that
the Patrisrch of Jerusalem was forced to deprive the Church Abroad
of that right only in the late 1950's3, in consequence of pressure
exerted on it by the Moscow Patrlarcheate.

PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH IN RUMANTA

The Keston News Service, en informetive bullietin specializing in
problems cenfyenting churches in countries of the communist bloc,
revorte in its Aupust lLssue thal a wavz of 2ersecuion has bhsen
threatening the Romanian Church for the past ten nonths.

Petriarch Justin, elected to the patriarchal thronme in April of
last year, has proven to be & weak leader, prone to illness. Be-
cauge of his poor health, he can devote no more than three hours a
day to church eaffairs, at & time when grisvous situations in the
Romenian Church require a s¢rong and energetic edministration.

First of all, the monasteriez are helng subjected to particular
pressure by the coumunists, Stariing in June of this year, all
the monasteries ere permitted tc use their main churches only on
Sundays and feastdays; tue rest of the time they must make do with
chepels and LlLittls churches.

Reports have been received from other sources that 1,700 churches
are still awaiting permission to repeir the damage wrought by last
vear's sarthqgueke. Two famous churches in Bucharest and in Focsani
heve been demolicned desplte *the Church's pleas. The Bucharest
church was lecated in the center of thne capltel.

News bas besn recaived sisc concerning the persecution of the priest
Gheorghe Calciu, whe wes ordained in 1973%. His problems began with
a sermon in which he sharply criticized the government for the demo-
iition of the church in Buchercst. For this he was reprimanded by
the diocessn administration., and the suthorities forbade him to
preach in the patriarchsl cethedrai. Nevertheless, he continued to
preach openly, and his sermong became quite popular smong the stu-~
dents. Omce, agents of the govermment had to lock the students in
their rooms to prevent them from liztening to the famous preacher.

This pasgt Mav 23rd, *The Bucherest Diccesan Council forbade Fr. Cal-
ciu to servs and placed hix under the direct supervision of the
Archdilocese,

In defense of the persecuted cleric a special committee has been
formed which has approsched Patriarch Justin with a petition to
intercede with the authorities on behalf cf Fr. Gheorghe.



w(jau

EVENTS IN THE RCMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

On August 7, Pops Paul VI died at his summer residence near Roms.
The late prelate was noted for his ecumenical meetings with Pat=-
riarch Athenagoras of Constantinople in Jerusalem and Istanbul,
and for his journeys to Geneva, America and India.

Pope Faul was considered moderately conservative, but many "reforms"
were linked with his nems. He showed his conservatism only in re-
gard to contraception, avortion and the ordination of women. In
other watters, especially liturgical, he was liberal and reform-
mindsd. As ons might szpect, he insistently implemented the de-
crees of the Second Vatican Council.

News of his death evoked a multitude of wxpressions of condolence
from various governments and reiigious organizations. In Moscow,
a penikhida was served for his reposs by Patrlarch Fimen. Arch=

bishop Hikodim arrived in Rome for the funeral and later served &
liturgy for the departed in S%. Peter's Basillca. (¥or more about
Metropolitan Nikodim ir Rome, see below).

The vpops's funeral was broadcast by all +teievision networks. Note-
worthy were the unconcsrned attitude of the crowd, in which one
could not single out one person shedding tears, as well as the ex-
emplary order. Andrew Greeley,correspondent for the Chicago Sune-
Times, reported that almost all stores wers open on the day ol the
pope's funerel; the people filsd past the tomb in groups, but "most
seemed uninterested-—nct hostile, just not invoived." Greeley
maintsins that, despite the reports in various newspapers of the
"ihronze" of pesople at the funmeral service, he did not notice them
himseif. 1In hie opinion, "the funeral was held outdoors-—allegedly
because of the large throng, but probablv to avold ancther enpty
plazza® (as occcurreéd when they brought the pope's body from Castel
Gendolfo to St. Peter'=zi. Howsver, says the author of the article,
many had left the city because of the suumer heat and vacatlons,
and the gap was oniy pertielly filled by foreign tourists. Never-
theless, ne continues, "despive all those explanations, the ab-
sense of all but officisl gris? ocught to frighten the cardinal elec-
tors. The Romens are s demonsirative people. If they are uninter-
ested in the death of their bishep, then ithe church has enormous
problems not orly in Rome, but all over the world."

Immediately after ths death of the pope there appeared in the press
g multitude of predicticns as to who his successor would he. It is
interssting thet during the television broadcast of the funeral,
American Jjourmaliists conducted an interview with Malachi Martin,
the muthor of the controversisi book The lLast Conclave. Asked who
among the cardinsls had, in hiz cpinion, the bes. change to obtain
eiection to the pepal throne, the author, who formerly worked close=
1y with Pope John XXIII and Cardinal Bea, stated that he was not
able to give = preciss name, but was certsin that there was already
a candidate decided upen for the position. In his book, he stated
that although the future pope would be an Italian, he would not be
a member of the Curia.

Wishing to pressrve the absolute secrecy of the conclave sessions,
the lste pope, long before his death; had taken steps to introduce
a series of new regulations governing future elections of his suc-
cesacrs, Opecyslly appointed techniclane accompanied by clerics
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designeted exprsssly to escort them:nad to conduct two or three
times dally an evxamination of the entire electrical systen of the
cardinals‘ quarters toc detect possible elestronic iistening de-
vices. Besides this, they must confiscate from all cardinals any
tape recorders, tapes,and even portable radios. Fearing the posa-
ibiiity of congarvative influsnce at the conclave, the pope pru-
dently excluded sll cardinals over seventy-tive years of age from
participating. This immediately eliminated fifteen cardinals, The
general numbser of voting cardinals was thus reduced to 111,

The pre-election cempaign began in Roue immediately after the fun-
erel, significantiy pricr to the cardinsls’ assembling in the fam-
ous Sistine Chepel in which they are locked and not released until
they have selected a new pope. There the most diverse matters
could ve discusssd. The old conservative cardinals who had been
excluded from the conclave hagtened to 8way public opinien, each
in favor of his cwn candidate. As the Roman newspapers reported,
some cardinals entertained their voting colleagues with sumptu-
oug banguets; sthers confidently distributed files with unseemly
repurts about ¢ardinsls who were possible candidetes for pove.

And even the newspapers themselves did not hesitate to take part
in thiz campaigzn. HMilan's Cerriere dells Sera noted that ”poiggn-
ous bisgraphies of papabili (Favored candidates for papal election)
are circulating under the counter.® It said also ihat one such
tract accused Cardinal Sebastiano Baggio {(charactsrized as the
leader of the conservetives in one report) as a mason,

The conclave, which convened on August 25, beyond all expsctation,
ended in a short time with the election of the little~known Pat=-
riarch of Venice, Cardinal Aldbinc Lucclani, to the papsl throne.

He is eixty-five years old, which ig not much by papal standards,
is considered moderste ir his political and theological views, and,
as Halachl Martin predicted, is not beund up In the Curias or in
Vaticen politics, The son of an active sccialist worker, he 1s
nenethelese ceonsidered en ovponent of communisa,

The new pope immedistely showed himself tc be opposed to ail pomp
and cersmpony nv declicirg all the proposed coronation sclemnities,

limiting himse nly te Ths sclemn celebration of the Mass. He
refers te hDimssif in the first person singular, refuses to be car-

ried about in =~ poriable throns and ig, apparently, an avid bicyc-
1ist, a hobby which stemrs from his habit of visiting the parishes
of his diccese ir his sarlier careser.

The Sundav Record newensper ‘one of the interim papers which have
come 1nto being in New Yerk City during the current strike of press
machinists) cails attention to the fact that the eiectors reached a
concensus on his slection even before thev assembled for the con-
clave in the Sistine Chapel., This partially bears out the statement
made several days before by the author of The Lagt Conclave. The
carcinals hed sufficilent time to decided on a candidate efore the
conclave opensd.

The new pope cnosz the name John Paul I for himsel®, signifying there-
by that he intended to continue the policy of both of his predeces-
sors. He was & member of the commission which studied the guestion
of birth contrel snd whether to permit'its use for Catholics, and
petitlioned for ths use of contraceptives, mut whose recommendations
were not accepted by Pope Paul VI. A= a result, he changed his mind.
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Archbishop Lefebvre did not hide his disappointment, stating that
he was "surprized end disturbed" by the resuit of the election.

He expressed the "hope for a rapprochement,” and expects that "withe
in & few months, the pope will ask us to come see¢ him" for a per-
sonal audience; but he added that if the new pspe's choice of name
indicates his intention te "continue the work of the last two popes,
it is not & good sign." However, the Roman populace enthusiastic-
glly greeted their new pope, who wor it over with his affability,
unusual in & Roman pontifi,

Following the exemple of his predecesscr, Paul VI, the new pope has
already made plans to visit Mexico and various South American coun-
tries in the near future, i.e. countries with a low standard of
living, for whose welfare the left-lesaning high Catholic prelates
are now concerned. It is now common knowledge that the nsw pope,
before departing for Rome to vote in the conclave, had decided to
vote for the presdident of the Latin ismerican Bishops! Conference,
Aloisio Lorcheider, an outspoken advocate of socialism.

PANIKHIDA FCR THE POPE OF ROME

Archoishop George, Exarch of the Patriarchate sf Constantinople for .
the Russlans in Western Europe, issued an appeal to his flock in

the Feris-based newspaper Russian Thought {(August 17 issue), in
which he expressed his grief on the cceasion of the death of Pope
Paul ¥I, whpa he called '"the pope of psace, the pope of compassion=-
ate love,” and stated on behalf of the Orthodex (Here it is sup~
posed that he has in mind only his own flock) that they "sincerely
share in the sorrow of our Catholic brethren.®

Clerics under his jurisdiction were ordered to serve a penikhida
for the Roman pontiff immediately after the Divine Liturgy on Aug-
ust 13. In parishes “where most of the parishiocners had departed
for the summer, the panikhida could be served on a Sundasy =fter the
summer hollidays.®

The persistence with which & bishop who calls himself Orthodox in-
sists that his flock not remain without a panikhida for the chief
of the Western heretics 1s remarkable.

4 PROPOSAL TO "ENRICH® CATHOLIC CANON LAW

The megeazine Ecumenical Trends, published by the Greymoor Institute,
in its August issue printed a article Ly the Catholic priest Fr.
Jogeph Provost, president of the Canon Law Sosiety in America, and
chancelilor of the diccese of Halena, Moatara.

Fr. Provost reports that even Pope John XXIII tosk ateps towards a
review of the code of his church's canen law, to reform it in ac-
cordance with the decislons of the Second Vaticen Council and to
correct the excessively legalistic application sf the lethser of
the law. A specially appointed commission began work on the re-
vision of the code, and their work is under review by a new speclal
commission of cardinals and 1s to be supplemented with suggestions
from Catholic bishops throughout the world.

This undertaking has been the cause of great controversy in the
Roman community, the necessity of the fatroduction of such a reform,
being open to question in the first pilsce. Inheriting this question
from his predecessor, Pope Faul VI managed to bring sbout a real
reform of the code of cenon law , and not e mers reshuffling of ex-




iziting canons in which some of the 0&*&& ted ones were sliminsted
and 2 few new cnes introduced. He called instead for the creation
of & completely new book of canoung which "must prove to be an ine
strument most Finely adapted to Church life.”

Canonists in general, and those in America in particular, have
besn very dissatisfied with the results of the reform, and consider
that the late pope's desire for an alteretion of the canons has not
been reallized.

Wnile debates are being conducted in Rome on this question (and now,
with the éeavh of Paul VI, will be delaved even Langer)g Joseph
Provost sees the present moment e gapacially good for the implemen=
tation of ecumenism, He thinks that R@me can benefit from the
experience of other faiths. Thus, for example, Catholics can "learn
from the Esthoééqts about altermeats systems for selscting church
leadership. 7They could gain inaégata into other approaches to
Banctions snd procedural law from the early Presbyterian decisions
on these metters in the Unlted Steites. Lutherens could broaden the
Roman Catholic gsense of parish plamning and development, while
Quakers might nave scme things tb uay ghout Lneir remarkapbly devel-.
oped systen of discesrament within commmity.'

THE aNGLICANS' LAMBETH CONFERENCH

ﬁrQbQ{ShOy Donald Coggan of Cantervury snnounced the convocation of

the famous Lambheth Conference c¢f 1lcans in England, whose decis=-

icna are not bwﬂdiné on member os that church, yet 213 the same hold
considerable authority for Episcopalisns in America and Anglicans

in England, sffecting the mainstresz of their lives,

As haz slready been reported in sur esrlier newletters, four hundred
Anglican bishops assembled in lLonden, representing twenty-five local
{national} ﬁQliC&u churcnes.

Of course, the guestion of the ordinaticn of women by Angliicans re-
maine one of the principle stqdbllugabLQC"v, its poignancy is em-
phasized by the fact that many of the piaces reserved for menbers
of the press were occupled by Angliican priestesses.

Arc”bispgy Athe qagdia& of Thyateira attended the conference in the
capacity of chserver, representing the Ecumenical Peitriarchate

Bishop Daiys an ‘r&s“ Roman Cathclic h*S§UQ§ attended as bsewver

for the Roman Church; Fé*?@b@i;v&ﬁ Anthony {Bloom)} of the Moscow

Pﬁb?iﬁrvﬁﬁtéy gvidently, took part to a much greater cdegree—he was
comnigsioned to conduct a program of wmeditations during the first
waek of w@rk sessions, A Methodist minister organized a series of
open~alr pagearts and concerts at Canterbury Cathedral.

Special attention was accorded bishops of the #Thirgd World" (the
term used in contemporary par“%%be wheh referring to ths nations
of Asia and Africa). Services were not conducted solely in trad-
titional ¥Yestern liturgical stye-Carrivean "sisel band® music was
in evidencsi

Opening the sssembly with an ;rgrgd wtory gpeech the Arghbishop of
Canterbury toushed upon the quesi cr of women's ordination, and also
expressed his dismay at the precipitous decline of the authority of
Ang;@can bishops. Posing the gusstion - as to whether the volce of
God speaks to inglicens t@d&ys Archbishop Coggan declared: "Some of
us have virtually given up believing that He does. God Fforgive us
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We would not admit it; it would shock our congregations if we did.
But we have stopped listening, and our spiritual life has 4ied on
ug, though we keep up appearances and go through the motions.” He
alss vaiied the Dpishops® attention to the fact that they conduct °
themseives as "superexecutives...glven to tos much talking and
1ittie thinking.*

The shaervers inviited-—Catholics, Greeks and MuscoviteB-—informed
the canference thet Lf the guestien of the ordination of women 18
decided in & manner favorable to such ordinetions, it would consti-
tute a great tursat to or even a raupture in the dialsgues on unity
pregently being conducted by the three religione. Especially stirong
in this respect was the stétement of the Patriarch of Moacow. Not
without csuse did the correspondent for the Episcopalian megazine
The Living Church {August 27th issue) state that "the traditions of
KnzTicsnism are Bo broed and inclusiwve that it is posgible in dis-
cussions to go almest all the way to meet other churches which them=
selves may be very Ffar apart in the Christian spectrum. Concensus
may be achieved, for example, with the Orthodocx on one hand end
Lutherans on the other." We ourselves might add thet the compromise
~f thoss "Orthodox® who have soid their faith for a mess of pottage
is often no better than the "broadness of the Anglican tradition.”

The conference resolved some thirty questions, the most important
being decisions on the ordination of women and on homo8exuality, as
well as B recommendation to remove the "Filioque" clause from the
Symbol of Falth.

First, the conference noted that after previous decisions in 15568,
the anglican churches in Canads, America, New Zealand and Hong Kong
dscided to accept the concept =f ordaining women as prlestesses,
while =t the same time elght cther nmembers of the Anglican Communion
did not agree tc do so. There are also churches which have not yet
reschsd a final decision on this matter. The bishops who assembled
¥ar ths Lezheth Conference acKknowiedged that the question of crdain-
ing women was the cause of much controversy and pain. Nevertheless,
in an attempt to keep peace within its church, the Lambeth Confer-
ence called upon all the sutonsmous pertions »f 1ts church to main-
tain intercommunion despite the different points of view end opinions
expressed on this lasue, leaving to each the right %o reach & de-
cision independently of the others., If the question in dispute a-
rouses too much controversy, dialagues should be hsld to pressrve
the close ties between individual churches.

The conference sgrseed with those member churches which hed accepted
the priesthocd of women, and at the same time sxprazged its respect
for the opinion of those who refused to accept it. IT stated: "We
recognize thet our sccepting this varlety of doctrine and practice
ir the Anglican Comsunion may diseppoint the Roman Casthoiic, Grtho-
dox and 0Ld Catholic Churches, but we wizh to make it clesr that the
helding together of diversity within & unity of faith and worshlip 1is

part of the Anglican heritage.”

A resclution conceraning the ordination of women as bishops was also
very mmbiguous. "While recognizing that & member church of the

Anglican Communion may wish to consecrate a woman to the spiscopate,
and zccepting that such a member church must act in accordance with
its own constitution, the Conference recommends that no declsion to

(%
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congecrate be taken without comsultation with the episcopate through
the primstes and overwhelaming support in any member chuwrch and in
the diocese concernsd.”

Another dscision of the conference was aimed at those churches
which have not yvet sccepted the ordination of women to the priest-
hopd. It "recommends {that)...those member churches which do not

at present ordain women as deacons now congider making the necessary
legal and liturgical changes to ensble them to do so, instead of
admitting then to a geparate order of deaconssses,”

4s regards homosexuslity, the conference decided that: "While we re-
affirm helerosexuality as the Scriptural norm, we recognize the need
for deep and dispassionate study of the question of homosexuality,
which would take seriously both the teaching of the Scriptures and
the resuits of scientific and medical research. The Church, recog-
nizing the need for pastoral concern for those who are homosexual,
encourages dislogus with them." To guote an official account of

the conference's procesdings: "We nste with satisfaction that such
studier are now proceeding in some member churdes of the Anglican
Communion,

Concerning the dogmatic guestion of the "Filiogue®™ (the heretical
phrase sdded to the Symbol of Faith in the West), the members of
the conference requestsd "that all member churches of the Anglican
Communion should consider omitting the Fllioque' from the Nicean
Creed, and that the Angiican-Orthodox Joint Dectrinal Commission,
through the Anglicar Consuitative Council; should assist them in
presenting the thaclogical issues te their appropriste synodlical
bodies and should be responsible for any necessary consultation
with other churches of the Western itradition.®
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It was alac resolvsd ts reaffirm support of the W.C.C. But at thet
tine ap unple-ssnt surprize was sprung. On the very day whsn this
resciution wes tc ne passed, newspepers indignently reported that
the W.C.C. had bestowed & grant of $100,000 on fobert Mugsbe's Pate
riotic Front, a murdercus terrorist organizetion responsible for
the magsacre of & number of Christisn missionaries in khodesia and
vledged to the destruction of any pessibility for & pesaceful set-
tiement in that troublecd land., The conference decided, neverthe-
less, 1o alloyw ite rescliution reaffirming suppert of the W.C.C. to
resain in force, but appanded two phreses requesting the W.C.C. to
“a,) re-sxamine {its) complicity with violensce in its mesny forms;
and b.) to take with ths utmost serisusress the question which the
t&aehi?g of Jesus places against all viclence in human relatione
ships.¥

The Lembesth Conferencs concluded with a festive meal in the Lambeth
Palace park. As the queen was absen:i, the qusen-mother and several
members of the royel family recelived the guests. Everything was
conducted in an “atmospuere of frisndhsip and informality," writes
ong cobserver. Even the green of the palace gerden was described as
providing a pleasant contrast to the bright scarlet of the bishops!
robes as they strollied with thelr wives and children, who had also
been invited to the reception.

RESTRICTION OF ABORTICON IN LOUISTANA®

The National Catholic Reporter, In its August 11 issue, reports that
the Loulslane legisiature has passed, and the governor has slready
approved and slgned inte law a bill which significantly limits the
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poezibilities of obtaining an ebortion in that state. The new law
has been called the "informed consent®™ law, It requires that a
woman be informed of the sericusness of abortion as & surgical pro-
cedure, and that the doctor must tell her that the fetus is "a hu-
men 1ife from the moment of conceptlion.® Thus, the doctor must in-
form such a woman that the fetus may be able to survive cutside the
womb (if at least twenty-two weeks old); and at abortions of fetuses
assuned viable (at least twenty-four weeks old), a second doctor
must attend and take "all reasonable steps” to sustain the unborn's
1ife, if required. A woman demanding an abortion must give written
consant, and the operation cannot be performsd until a pericd of at
least twenty-four hours has passed, The bill includes a whole series
of restrictions on sbortione for minors.

The state government alss requires that hospitals and clinics in
which abar%ions are performed meet rigorous standards. Abortion
clinics must obtein a license from ths state, and must pay $1,000
armivally to renew the license. 4n additional $50C must be paild
every yeayr for each doctor performing the abortions. During abore
tion operstions an ambulsnce 18 requirsd to remain on stand-by,
ready for any eventuality, and besices this, a great deal of equip-
ment must be available which not one 5f Louisiasna's nine abortion
clirics now has.,

The lawyer Micheel Connelly, who is fighting to save the unborn in-
fants, majintaine that the hospitals can compiy with the new require-
ments, but "it will be expensive~I don't think they will, They're
in business primarily to make money, not to safeguard the lives of
the womern and children.?”

Approximatsly 52% of the members of the Loulsiana legislature &re
Roman Catholic.

It i hoped that other states will strive to Introduce similiar laws,
Tanneszee and Oklshome already passed such legislation in April and
March of this yesr respectively, =nd New Jersey 18 now considering
such a bill.

MORMONS IN AMERICA

This sect was organized in 1830 bv one Joseph Smith, a native of

New York, who began to assert that Christ the Savior had appeared

to him and given him & serles of revelations, during which He cal-
led all Christien feaiths "abominsztions in the sight of God,™ and thus
gave Smith the task of foundiag a new church,

The Mormens reject the Christian teaching that God is a Spirit and
believe that God was a man who bhecame o God. In the afterlife, all
Mormons snall become "Gods." Of course, they reject also ths dogma
of the Holy Trinity. However, despite their peculiar loglc, Jesus
Christ, sccording to their teaching, will come again to found an
earthly kingdom, the capital of which will be located at Independence,
Missouri! Smith wrote down all his fantazies 1in the Book of Mormon,
honored by these sectariens as on an equal level (if not greater)
thar the Bible. There exists an appendix to it known as the Book
of 4brahern, allegedly & translation of the writings of the 0ld Test-
ament Patriarch Abraham, but in reality Smith's "translation® was
from a scroll of the Egyptian Book ¢f the Dead dating only from

iate antiquity and whose text bears no resemblence whatsoever to

the fanciful Boeck of Abraham.
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Despite the patent absurdity of the Mormons' doctrine, their num-
bers began to rise steeply following World War II, and they now not
only number four million members, but have become one of the most
wealthy sects in the world. Their annual income is estimated at

one billion dollars. The wealth of the Mormon church consists bas-
ically of 10% of its members' gross income donated annually. This
tithe 1z required of each member of the sect, and the monies so col-
lected permit the organization to conduct philanthropy on a vast
gcale, but only among its own members.,

Mormons are well known in Americe for not permitting alcoholic bev-
erages, not smoking and for fostering a very patriarchal mode of
life. Their choir is considered one of the largest and best in
America., They are governed by their own "prophets" who lead the
sect at the head of s rigidly hierarchal system. The "prophets'"
duties do not exclude social entanglements. The person next in
line for the position of "Apostle" after the death of Spenser
Kimball was Secretary of Agriculture under President Eisenhower.

Mormons regerd all other faiths as pagan and thus do not permit
outsiders in their temples. However, this does not prevent their
vast religiocus propegenda which extends even beyond the grave.

Each young Mormon 1s obligated to be a missionary for his sect
after completing his secondary education and before going on to
university or to work. There are now more than 26,500 active miss-
ionaries. As regards the afterlife, it seems that only Mormons will
inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. In order to register more and more
members and not to deprive them of the lot of Mormons in general,
they "baptize" dead people here on earth, using members of the sect
by proxy! 1In view of this, each Mormon must be baptized several
times. For thie purpose a huge pool, reating on the backs of
twelve 1ife-sized brazen oxen, has been constructed in their prin-
ciple temple. The desire to "baptize" (in whose name?) as many
souls a8 poszible explainas the Mormons' obsession with genealogi-~
cal data, not only concerning their own ancestors, but even out-
sidgrs‘, in whose name and in place of whom they are repeatedly
baptized.

INCREASE IN SUICIDE3 AMONG THE YOUNG

In its August 28 issue, Newsweek magezine noted with alarm the sharp
rise in the percentage of suicides among young people between fifteen
and twenty-four years of age. Statistics show that the actual num-
ber of such sulcides must be considerably higher, for many of them
are described as "unfertunate accidents™ by the authorities, as for
example the young girl whe drove on ths wrong side of the road with
her headlights off or the boy who placed his head on the rail in

the path of an oncoming train.

In 1955, sulcides in this age-group constituted only 2% of all sui-
cides. The percentage of suicides in the group of children aged ten
through fouriteen has also increased phenominally.,

Psychologists think that the first group {(ages 15-24) can®*t endure
the gtiff competition in educational institutions and do not see any
future for themselves. The latier group (10-14), for the most part,
suffers from a lack of love and peace in the home. The majority of
such children appear to belong to parents who have become drug ad-
dicts or alccholics und have no interest whatsoever in them.
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One such adolescent wrote to the editor of U.5.News & World Re ort,
stating that svicides aro the result of disTTTug onment, e -
damental hovpelessness of the human condition is becoming clear to
young people...Patriotiam (ang) radicalism.,.are dying their iney-
itsble and well deserved deaths., Most of the young cannot find re-
fuge in religion or human relationships, They cannot find a true

God. They have naver known real love. The result: a craving for death—
@ither the temporary and incomplete death of heavy drinking, mari-
Juana smoking, drug tsking, sexual debauchery,...or the complete

and permanent death of suicide. "

What a sorry picture modern youth presents!
UNILATERAI, ECUMENISM

Catholic bishop Louls Gelineau of Providence, R.I., has issued g
handbook of guidelines for his clergy which, to a considerable de-
gree, makes it easy for all non-Catholics to receive Catholic Sacw
raments, including the eucharist, The brochure has been mailed not
only to representatives of all the najor Christian denominations

in America, but alse to "Jewish leaders" throughout the state.

Bishop Gelineau stated that the guidelines were published 'in order
to foster continued ecumnenical development, " They cover gll aspects
of ecclesiamsticai practice ss regards rites and sacramentsg.

Fr. Blain, chalrman of the diocesan Commission on Ecumenism, said
that Orthodox, Episcopaliens and Protestants ney receive the euchar-
ist at Catholic liturgies if they experience g serious spiritual
need for the eucharist, is they are unable for a prolonged period
to have recourse to g minister of their own community, and if they
have faith in the eucharist in asccord with Catholic teaching., Ac-
coriding to these gulidelines, Orthodox can receive Catholic com-
municen without prigr pérmission from the local bishop, but such per-
mission is recuired for rezbors of other “Christisn® faiths,
b

Asked 1f Catiolizs cowld receive the eucharist at the liturgies of
cther faithsz, wp, Blain replisd tnat "Chureh law indicates that as

& general rule Catholicz ars ~c receive MHoly Communion only at Cath-
olic liturgies.” One 8hould keeép in mind *hat until now Catholics
have considered that the wrery set of receiving the cucharist from
them was tantamount T & conversian to Catnolicism,

According to a report in the August % issue of Catholic News, these
measures were taken by the blshop of Providence an the basls of a
1972 Vatican dirsctive. Simiiar gulidelines have been adopted by
Gloceses in Wiscansin?SOSnecticut, New Jersey, and in Strassbourg,
France., 411 of them, tc the same degree, admit to the Catholic sac-
raments eny non-Catholic Christians and consider it inacceptable for
Catholics te receive +ha sucharist at non-Catholic liturgies,

SUDDEN DEATH OF METROPOLITAN NIKODIM OF LENINGRAD

On Tuesday, Saepiember 5, during an sudience with the newly-elected
Pope John Paul I, Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad died suddenly.

His was the firat group to enter +4he papal library to convey its
congratulations., The metropelitan penaged to greet the new head of
the world's Catholices with 2 gspeech, and the pope hegan to reply to
him, when he fainted and fell from his chair. The bope's secret
rushed for the metropolitan's briefcase which had been left in another
room and which contsined his pills. At the same time a physician

was summoned who several minuteg leter confirmed the minute of death.
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Newspapers report that the pope knelt next to the dying man and
performed the Catholic "last rites" over him and read the prayer
of absolution. Whether these "last rites" included the eucharist,
as 1s customary irn the Catholic church, 1s not clear.

Vatican sources report that the metropolitan seemed quite moved
throughout the ceremony of the pope's enthronizaetion and was unable
to hide his teare. He was also somewhat agitated before his per-
sonal audience with the nevw pope. '

The body of the dead man was vested in Orthodox hierarchal vestments,
and was placed in the church of St. Anne within the Vatican until
arrangements could be made for its transferral to the Soviet Union
for burial,

The death of the seriocusly 111 Metropolitan Nikodim is, no doubt, a
great loss toc the Moscow Patriarchate. The late prelate had com-
mand of several languages and possessed considerable diplomatic
skills, which he put at the service of the soviet authorities with
touching lovalty.

CUR_NEXT NEWSLETTER

In consequence of the Council of the Bishops of the Russian Orthodox
Church Abread which convenes on September 10, the next issue of our
Newsletter will be mailed somewhat later than usual. We ask that

if any of our readers intend to change their piece of residence in
the near future, that they inform us of their new address in due
time,

DONATIONS RECEIVED AND GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED:

The Synod's Department of Public and Foreign Affairs wishes to ex-
press its gratitude to M. Nedeisky and 0. Geclovka for the assiste
ance they have rendered our publication.




