
T}TE ANNOUNCEIUENTOF THE EXTRAORDINARY JOINT CONFERENCEOF TFIE SACRED

The Extraordinary-Joint Conference of the Sacred Community on
M ^ " * +  A + 1 ^ ^ ^  Ir"rounr Arnos, 9/22 Apr i l ,  1980, not lng that the issue of  the rela. i ions ofn:r' hn]rr An{-1n96lox Church with the helerod.ox has assumed. a serious andr r v 4 J  v r  v r l \

resolute character,_especial ly 99 j_t  re l_ates to the dialogue with Roman
Catholics, has resolved publibally to state the opinion of the Athonite
fathers on this subject  for  gener l l  considerat ioni

1.)  We bel leve that our holy Orthod.ox Church is the ona Lv t t v ,  . l o l y ,
Cathol ic and Apostol ic Church of  Chr ist ,  which possesses the fulness of
,Erace and truth and, in consequence thereof , unbroken apostolic sucees-
s i o n .
'  0n  the  Cont ra r . r  tho  r rnhr rnnhesf r  and I tCOnfeSSiOnSrr  Of  theJ  '  v r f q r  v

W9st, having in many ways perverted the Faith of the Gospel, the apos-
tleS and the -fathoz.e, :^-..a .lenriveri of sanctifying grace, of 

'rea1nls-

te r ies  anr r  . . ; ; ; ; i ; I ' " J i I "J ; i ; ; : " * t t i t ' i r r i "  i s  cor rec t -  H is  Rmincn ie v r  r v u  q r r u  * i ' Y o  v v r r \ .  D L , t U U Y D D I U I l .  J - l l d ,  U  l . I I l - S  I S  C O f . f e C  -  t  r r * u  ! r u r r . - ' . j € ; '

Metropol i tan Maximos of  Stavropol is stresses: r tOrthodoxy is not one of
the.  churchgg, but The Church Hersel f .  She has preservei t  precisely and
authent ica. l ]Y the teachlng of  Chr ist  in i ts pr i i t ine spleirdor and in
?11 i ts pur i ty.  Over and above a s imple,  unLroken histor ical  cont inu-
i f r r  q n r i  ^ n h e i q t e n n r r  * h o n a  e X i S t S  i n  H e f  a  s n i r i t r r a l  a n . i  n n * ^ - l n n i a a ' lv v r r v J  v r r v r  e  e ^ ! r  e D  r r i  r l v 1  q  D p r r  r  v u a r  o . j l C I  U J . t  L O J _ O g J _ Q a l -
c r r r - h o n * i n i r - " '  T h e  s a : n e  F a j - t h ,  t l e e  s a m e  S p i i i t ,  t h e  s a r n e  l - i f e . -  I t  i ss s  v r r v r t  v ! v !  v J  .

th is which const i tutes the dist inguishing feature of  Orthodoxv and whlchi r rc* i r iac  r ran  c la im tha t  She is  and remalns  The Churchr '  (g l i skens is .r l v f

+ 2 2 7 - N l e r o n  1 4  1 o , a , n ' l  - '
' /  t  I  J v v  I  .

2.)  Dlalogue with the heterodox is not renrehensible f rom the
Orthod.ox point  of  vfevr i f  i ts  goal  is  to-- in ior i ' t r . " i l 'o f  the Orthodox
Faith and, thus,  make i t  poss161e for them thereby to return to Ortho-
doxy when they receive div ine enl ightenment and their  eyes are opened_"

3.)  Theological  d ia logue must not in any way be l inked with
n Y a t \ , ' A Y l  i n  a \ n m rl , rq rv r  r r r  wv , -u l lo r l r  o r  by  jo in t -  par t i c ipa t ion  in  any  l i tu rg ica l  o r  worsh ip
services whatsoever;  or  in other act iv i t ies whi-ch mieht create the im-
pressi-on that our Orthodox Church accepts,  on the ond hand.,  Roman Catho-
l ics as part  of  the fu lness of  the Chuich, o",  on the other hand, thePnno 'q rho ^enonical  b ishop of  Rome. Aci iv i i ies such as these r i r is tead
both the ful-ness of the Orthodox people and. the Ronan Catholics thensel--
ves,  foster ing among them a mistaken-not ion as to what Orthodoxv thinks
of their  teachine

Trlna lTn' l  rr  Mn: rn*rrru rrvry l ' r \JL{rr ;ain is gr ievously disturbed by the tend-ency
of certain Orthodox hierarchs who have been- invited to p6rticipate in-
Roman Cathol- ic^servi-ces,  celebrat lons and processlons, 

-especiai ly 
on

the occasion of  the return of  holrr  re1 ins.  Conversely,  w-e congr l tu l_ate

:l::""?'Biti:t:"'h; h;;;- p"uii".iiy' ;il;I"""i"i.Iii"*uia"m ror Ehe rur_
4.  )  V ie express our  complete approval  o f  what  His  Hol iness,  the

Ecumenica l  Patr iarch sa id dur ing the v is i t  o f  the Pope to Constant inople,nqmo]rr *1rq* +here exist various-imped.iments between brthodox and. Roman
Cathol - ics ;  I 'F i rs t  o f  a l - l -  r  we have ier ious theol -oEica l  problems which
concern funf lsnenia l  r r r - i ran in les of  the Chr is t ian Fai th"-  (Episkepsis .
# 2 2 | - T ) e c  I  

- - 4 g i g ^ ; - l t \ - "  
T h o s o  r t i r r o r . , c r o n n o e  i n  r h a  r - - - - ) : : + ; - + 'T r L L  |  - u s v .  r ,  t J t  2 ,  p .  I  t , / .  J r r v u e  s r v v r  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e

Christ ian Faifh i  a^,, ino rhnf, t , . , 's do not advance to par-t icipation in common- l  
i  t r r n c r i  o q  q n d*--* worship servlces before oneness of Faith is- attained. The

mystlcal character of the kiss of peace during the divine Eucharist al-
ways presupposes harmony of Faith: tt let us love one another that wi-th one



-z -

m i n d  w e  m e \ r  r . n n f o c q  f r  I' :1"y ws , , ' rd 'v vvrr+vDD. . .  
{u.^g?" laol .pray. together,  especial ly dur ing thedlvlne l iturgy, when we do not beli-eve" in fne 

"*i,e 
Falth and are sener-

3t9+. by fundamental questions or Fiitrr. only an indifference to if;5"t-Fai th could permit  us- to do so.

nresscrr . in *. 
Moreover, the Holy Mountaj-n cannot accept the oplnion, ex-r/!sDD'LL rrr the joint statement'of the Patriarch and. the-.pope, concerni-ngtherrc leansing of  the histor ical  r"ro"y of  our crrurctresr and the part ia lopening, F.y means of a dialogue or iov6, of the road towards frnew move-ments in theological work and a new ati itude to the past which is commonto both churchest '  (EplskeD€is,  ib id. ,  p l ig i :  " ; " f i ;11y,  

the heret ics mustcleanse their own hTffiffi-ilm"*o"y 6f-al-l-' their orn rri"torically acknow-ledged deviations in Faith ana- pri6tice from ti ie irue, evangeticat- ortho-dox Faith' on the contrary, !h; rrisiorical memory of 
'the 

oitrroaox, which- is based on the lnspiration'of ttre-noiv-spirit an6. on tne 
"or"i.r. l 

exper-ience of the Apostolic Faith of the c6a-6"u"ing Faiirers, must be l_j_vedby all of us. in repentance and humih-iy, and must i-nstruct us both in thenr"o<onr cnrr i-n the future l ife if we-d6 not wish to falr from that Fatih.As orthodox we must c leanse ourselves by means of  the histor ical  memoryo f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  b u t  n o t  " c l e a n s e r  F I e r  w i + h  o h  a a n { - i - . r - :
t r i e  s n i r  i f  < o t l - i n -:. '-- D,,r.L-ru, Dvur,r, lE ourser-ves up as j..r;!"3"o?*:;:t l i :3iri3* 3?tH:n"cen-Church.

5 . )  The  Ho ly  Mor rn ta in  1s  conv lnced -  nn t  r ^ , i r t ,thaf. artn6uln tne orthoa;; are, makir,*,":;;o;"1::"3i:l:"L5":3*rffii:*,
to the Roman cathollcF, the latter uit iu.6ti;; i i ;-;Jr,t ir..ru to adhere totheir  o l^rn errors which'have served as the cause of  their  schism fromthe Orthodox church and later led to the protestant ipl j-t. irr.tr"l- tr."PoP.ur -dur ing his v is i t  to the center oi  Ort t" . , r tnv.rr  . in the natr" i : r -nhsfcathedral, dio not in the least iresi.tiie"il';;;;i.il iiil-"'rl!'i 'u!""o*rrrgto Constant i -nople as the successor of  peterr- i ' r f .o-u" t f r"  u l t imate auth_or i ty has the responsibi l i ty  of  super intenaing { l .g- t rn i ty of  a l l ,  to guar-
.1ll:: i l : 

agreenent of the bhurch br coa in fidet-ity and in the 'faj_th
wn lcn  was once de l - i vered  un to  the  sa in ts t (Jude_?) "  " (np is t<eps iJ ,  i_n io . ,p'9 ) . rn other word s, the Pope o"i""aeJ (dp.ri'iniEfiififfi'.i; pri-
Pacy; and there -ar.e $?ny othei actions and. manifestations which the pnno
has effected on behalr br uniat ism. We remember the establ ishment 5r '"u"r l in lnmqr in -o la t ions between the creei< go,r " " r r r "nt  and the vat ican whiohv + v I v

even--thoYsh lt^Tul i".?t+fy papism, ip i3ust;;a-ririr."""o.ri"l i1iu"id;i{;,and Nourisher of our nati6n, t ire ortrroaox church.
6 ' )  

Tl :  Holy.Mountain also expresses i ts anxiety over the con-e l - i  J - r r a n n t r  n fD rr'r ut'turruy or -bhe commission for the dialogue. Unlates comprise a por-t ion of  the Roman cathol ic.  delegat io; ; - ;  iact  which is a provocat ion forthe orthodox. The sensiblLit ieE 
""o 

-&ignity 
oi trre ortirodox delegationdemand the immediate substitution 

"i 
otir"rs in n-r:na of the uniates inthe membershlp 

*r r  r :+qvv

No Orthodox whose mar,rrer of thir:king corresponds to hisFai th can agree to part ic ipate in i -"oror i"r ion wf i ic t r  includes uniates.

ness and insuiiffiH:i, 3?"rfr3'6"Tflffi:i'3"i:*3+i:H:0"$n:u_:3; fffi:l_ffi*-Orthodox theologians are not parti- ip.t ing. The Holy Mountai-n is alson n t  r - a r r n a q o n l -r r vv  t r sv rsDsr r ' ' ' ed l . desp i te  the  i ac t  t ha t  i t - i s  t he  so l6  monas t i c  cen te rwhich preserves the Faith and the theol-oEv of the F.atrar reilro,r"o- rrom the lnnuence or "u",rrif,{"fi'rX3"uiiit35ii"T3"Y3iinri3"-l ogy .

.7 , )  F rom the  Or thod.ox-po in t  o f  v lew there  is  no  jus t l f i ca t ion
for optimism in regard to the dialogue, and for this reason no haste
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should be exhibited concerning it. The Roman Catholics are pressing
the dialogue, hoping to strengthen themselves by annexing Ortho$oTy
to themselves, for they are confronted by very powerful internal dis-
turbances and crises, as is well- knovm. The number of former Roman
Catholics who have converted to Orthodoxy also dlsturbs them. But
Orthodoxy has no reason to hasten towards dialogug s+19e the papists
remain so obdurate and immovable as regards infall- ibi1ity, uniatlsm,
and the rest  of  their  pernlc ious teachlngs.

Hastening the dialogue rrnder such conditions is equiva-
l-ent to spiritual suicid.e for the Orthod.ox. Many facls give. the iT:
nressi on ttrat the Roman Cathol-lcs are preparing a rrnlon on the pattern
y f  v u u 4 v r

bf a r:nia. Can it be that the Orthod-ox who are hastenlng to the dia-
logue are conscious of  th is?

The Holy Mountain mai-ntaj-ns that for it there can be no
nrrost inn nf  accept in i r  a fa i t  accqrrnpl : i ,  that ,  by the grace of  God, i t
' i r r r e m a i n r a i t ? r r u r l a s f f i t h o d . o x p e o p 1 e , t o t h e F a i t h o f
the holv anost l -es and the holy Fathers,  impel led to th is al-so by_1ove
for the" heterodox, to whom real help ts given only when the Orthodox
show them the vas' tness of  their  splr i tual  s ickness and the means of  i ts
cure by maintalning a consistent ly Orthodox posi t ion.

the past  wi th  regard to  union
T r - r r i h  n f  * h o  e h r r r r : h  -  i n  a e c O f -f  I  u v r l  v r

di f ferent  preparat ion and a
and from that- rvhich' apparently,

Al-l- of the representatives and superiors of the
twenty sacred and plous monaster ies of  the f io lY
lt{ountain of Athos at the Extraordlnary Joint Con-
f e r e n c e .

The unsuccessfu l  a t temPts in
must  teach us that  s teadfast  un i ty  in  the
dance wi th  the wi l l  o f  Goor  presupposes a
ne th  d i s t i n r : t  f r om th .a t  t aken  i n  the  pas t
is  now being taken.


