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FROM THE EDITORS:

For a- number of  ye'drs the Synod's Fore" i rgn R'bl iaf ibns Departr i renf  publ ish.ed a Russian and,,
EnEl  i sh  language Bu l le t in ,  . t vh ich ' 'was  ma ' i l td  a t  n 'o  cos t ,  to  a l l '  the  c le rgy  o f  the  Church
Ab!:oad, t0 i lanv Fi ivat 'e- ' inoiv i 'auai  s t rpon' t fe lTi '^reque:t ; :  and. 'on 

-octasion- io;  
the press.

i ;

Unfor tunate ly ,  due to  var iou .s  reasons ,  th is  pub l " i ca t io r i 'was  d ' i ' scont inu . i . '  
' bn  

o i .us ion i '
the Eoreign Rel,pbions Department pub, l ishes a few art ic le,s i ,n I 'F*ravosl ,avnaya. R,r , ls" ,  o i  jn
the  Synod 's  o . f f i c : l ra l  per iod ica ' l  in  Russ ian , , i 'Church .  L l fe l ' .  .  Ye t  the  nbed fo r  regu ' la r  in , :
f o r m a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  E n g l i s h ,  s t ' i l l  e x i s t s .  T h e r e f o r e , ' w e " ' a  s m a ' 1 1  g r o u p  o f  0 r t h o -
dox  Rus-s ian  ' ind i r , r jdua ls ,  have dec ided" to  " ' f i l l  th is  r racuum,  and a ,5  a  pu fe , l y ; 'p r i va te  ' in i t -

iat ive,  to pyp.f  i "sh'our "CHURCH NEl^l .S: ' , ,  w} i -d l r"_idr i tdtontejxt  w' i l l  be-si"nfFlar,{ to.  the former
j ' N g W S l " g t t g p i r . . r '  . ' i . :  ,  ' .  ' ' " r ' 1 ,  \ ' :  ' 1 ? 1 . ' l  

;  i . . l i r  " n .  i j ,  , i  "  . , . , ,  :  . . i
. ' \  t -  {  l . r ' : ' l i  i  

' t ,  . i o , . i  .  - . . -  i . . .  . 1 . t . .  . : . .  . . .  4
In undertaking thjs task,  the edi tors ,are,  weJol  aware of  the fact  that  , thei !^ publ  iCat ion
can ' in no wely igannyi  the same weight"as - t r re*.Synodi-s, . former "Newslet ter '1n.obu.Lwe are plann-
i n g ' t o  p u b l i s h  o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e ' a u t h e n t i c ' i t y  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  n c  f t l a s o n  t o  d o u b t ,
a n d  w e  s h a l l  e n d e a v o r  t o  v e r i f y  s a i d ' i n f o r m a t i o n  b y  e v e r y  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  | . l e  h o p e
t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  w e  w i ' 1 1  b e  a b l e  t o  e a r n  t h e  t r u s t  a n d  r e s p e c t  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .

W e ' i n ' i t j a t e  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  p r a c t i c a ' l 1 y  n o  f i n a n c ' i a l  b a s e .  0 u r  f i r s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e
i s s u e s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  g r o u p .  T h e
f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  p u b ' l i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d a n t  u p o n  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .
b { e  w i l I  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  o n l y  i f  s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p o r t  i s  f o r t h c o m i n g  f r o m  t h o s e  O r t h o -
dox  Chr i  s t i  ans  who fee l  tha t  the  news tha t  we pub l  j  sh  ' i s  i  n te res t i  ng  and va1uab l  e  to
them.  We are  there fore  ask ing  fo r  your  suppor t .  I f  you  fee i  tha t  our  pub l i ca t ' ion  is
o f  in te res t  to  you,  p lease be  k ind  enough to  recommend i t  to  your  f r iends  and acqua in t -  - - - /
ances .  f , /e  have no t  se t  any  spec ' i f  i c  p r ice  fo r  i  t s  subscr ip t ion .  To  s ta r t ,  we p l  an  to
p u b l i s h  b i m o n t h l y ,  b u t  i f  w e  d o  g e t  s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p o r t ,  w e  w i l l  p u b l i s h  m o n t h l y .  F u n d s
are  needed no t  on ' l y  fo r  p r in t ing  and pos tage,  bu t  fo r  subscr ip t ions  to  a  number  o f  per -
' i o d i c a l s  w h ' i c h  c a r r y  t h e  a r t 1 c l e s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  f r o m  w h i c h  w e  w i l l  g l e a n  t h e ' i n f o r m a -
t i o n  f o r  o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h e  m o r e  w e  l e a r n ,  t h e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  w j l l  b e  a b l e  t o
D a s s  o n  t o  o u r  r e a d e r s .

We t rus t  tha t  ycu  w i l l  f ind  oUT "CHURCH Nth ls "  jn te res t ing  and in fo rmat ive .  l rJe  are  tak ing
the  I  iber ty  o f  enc los ' ing  our  re tu rn  enve ' lope.  I f  you  are  NOT ' in te res ted  in  rece ' i v ing  i t ,
p i e a s e  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  i n f o r m  u s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  w e  w i l l  n o t  b u r d e n
y o u  w i t h  m a i l  w h i c h  y o u  d o  n o t  c a r e  t o  r e c e i v e ,  a n d  s i n c e  o u r  f u n d s  a r e  s o  l i m ' i t e d ,  c o p -
ies  can be  made ava i lab le  to  those who request  them.

M a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  v e r y  k i n d  c o o p e r a t i o n . . .
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' - - - '  FR0M LETTERS RECEIVED FR0M THE USSR (Ju1y-Septernber 1987),  ,  :

" W e  h a v e  m u c h  R e w s .  F i r s t  o f - a l l  t h e  c a n o n . i z a t i o n s .  T h q  c a n o n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  G r a n d  D u k e
Dim";i,tr i Donsk.qy i s . p1 anned,. The Ser:vi ce i s al.ready copposed.

.A : .Monk. t rom thb ,Lav ' ra  to l .d  me tha t  the . ' cpnon i ia t ioh  o f  Theophan the  Rec luse  has  a- . l . - .
reg .dy  taken p ' lace .  He h imse l f  saw the  lcon ,  bu t  so  fa r  n ,o  one knows any th ing  about  i t
. i  

d ' ' r i46SCOW " r :? ,  
' , , ,  . .  :  , :  : -  i  ;  .  i " " :  , J  .  iu  ,

' .  "The 0p t ina  Pus tyn  ivas  l i i vbn '  back  to  - the  Church :  'Th 'e  Ab-bot " is  a l ready  appo in ted :  :

i { i i s  n i m e  i s ' n o t  k n o w n ,  O u t ' i l  i s ' '  i a i d  t h d t ' h e : i i s  a  y b u n g  m a n  i n  h i s  t h i r t 1 e s . "  ' , j ,
' ', .. .- :,]

,  " . iq,r . . . ,The upbqingi .ng' ,of  our chi ldren now iseems . to be or, f " r  main problern.  I  n 'o,  longer
have any doubts thart  ovr Governrnent has, decided to open the door to erot ic ism and.poff lo,-
g raphy .  I t  j s  be ing  done in  a  "de l  i ca te  manner" . ,  Pornograph ' i c  v ' ideocasset t - i s  a re 'co , ! : -
i i . s i :a teO a t  Cus toms. ,  on ly  to  be  shown c lan .d .es t1ne ly  in  p r iva te  homes.  Recent ly  an  ar : t ie le
' in  a  [a tv ian  pub l ic ;a t ion  comp' la ' ined  thgr 'e la fe  dbme 6 ' ,000 pornograph ic  v ideos 'a re  c i rcu la -
t i n g  a m o n g ' p r l v a t e  h o m e s  t h e r e .  .  V e r y  o f t e n ' t h e r g ' a r e  o r g a n ' i z e d  s h o w i n g s - o f  _ s u c h  v i d e o s ,
a t  w n i c h  i n  e n t r b n c e ' f b d ' i s  c h a r g ' e d . '  L i g h t  p e i n a l t i e ' s  d o  n o t  s t o p  a n y o h e .  "  I t  i s  q u i t e ' '
o b v i o u s  t h a t  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  p e n a l t i e s  j s  j u s t  t o  p a c i f y  t h e  " C o n s e r v a t i v e s " ,  a n d
t h a t  i f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t r u l y  w i s h e d  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h j s  d i s g u s t i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  w i t h  o u r
s y s t e m ,  i t  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  a  m a t t e r  o f  d a y s . "

" . . . .  A s  f o r  l o w e r i n g  t h e  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h i s  w i l l  h a p p e n  f a s t ,  ( w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n -
m e n t ' s  s u p p o r t )  a n d  w e  w i l l  b e  d e p r i v e d  ( a n d  a l r e a d y  a r e )  o f  t h e  o n l y  a d v a n t a g e  w e  h a v e
h a d  a g a i n i t  t n e  l , l e s t .  " W h o  n e e d s  s u c h  a  R u s s i a ? "  s a ' i d  C o n s t a n t i n e  L e o n t ' i e v .  I t  i s  v e r y
l ' i k e l i  t n a t  t h i s  l a s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e  w i l l  

' l e a d  
t o  a  c a t a s t r o p h e  f o r  R u s s i a ' i n  r e g a r d  t o  h e r

ex terna l  des t i  ny .  "
' - J  "There  is  now a  new charac ter is t ' i c  o f  "Democracy"  here .  Th is  i s  the  emergence

of  youth  gangs wh ich  are  func t ' ion ing  to ta l ' l y  unres t r i c ted  and seeming ly  under  the  pro tec t -
i o n  o f  t n e  t u O i a n k a  ( t h e  K G B  C e n t e r ) .  T h e s e  g a n g s ,  w h i c h  a r e  c a l l e d  " L i u b e r s "  ( a f t e r  o n e
o f  t h e  r e g i o n s  n e a r  M o s c o w ) ,  h a v e  a s  t h e i r  m o t t o  a  d e f e n s e  o f  " t h e  S o v i e t  w a y  o f  1 i f e " ,
a s  o p p o s e O  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n .  T h e y  a t t a c k  h i p p i e s  a n d  t h e  f a n s  o f  W e s t e r n - s t y 1 e  m u s i c ,  s u c h
a s  " i i e a v y  M e t a l " .  T h e  l a t t e r  o p p o s e  t h e m  w l t h  t h e i r  " a r m y " ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  b ' i g  f i g h t s ,
s o m e t i m e i  e v e n  m u r d e r s .  I t  i s  s a ' i d  t h a t  j u s t  r e c e n t ' l y  t h e  L j u b e r s  h a n g e d  o n e  h i p p y  i n
the  park .  They  a lso  d ispersed and beat  up  the  par t i c ipants  o f  a  demonst ra t ion  in  de fense
of  Sbv je t  Jews -  o tkansn ik ' i .  I t  seems tha t  they  are  a t tackers  who can be  d ' i rec ted  aga ins t
a n y o n e ,  a n d ' i n  c a s e  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h u r c h .  M e a n w h i l e ,  a  W e s t e r n  o b s e r v e r  i s
un ie r  ihe  impress i  on  tha t  the  KGB has  no th ' ing  tc  do  w i  th  j  t ,  and  a l  l  o f  th i  s  i  s  jus t  a
new movement  among the  youth .  These L iubers  ren t  basements  where  they  prac t r ' ce  a l l  sor ts
o f  w r e s t l  i  n g . "
g C T S B E R  l / L 4 , 1 9 8 7  " I  h a v e  n o ' i d e a  w h e r e  " p e r e s t r o i k a "  a n d  " g l a s n o s t "  c a n  b r i n g  u s .
B u t  a t  t h e  p i e s e n t  t i m e  t h e r e  ' i s  n o  r e a s o n  w h a t s o e v e r  t o  b e  u n d e r  a n y  s o r t  o f  i l l u s i o n . *
Rather  ius t  the  oppos i te .  t , le  fo i .
o f  the  ievo lu t ion i ' land  o f  the  lower ing  o f  mora l  s tandards  fo r  youngsters .  By  the  way,
t h e  p u b ' l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  v i g o r o u s l y  d e f e n d  " g l a s n o s t "  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  a i d  a n d  a b e t  t h e
m o r a l  d e s t r u c t j o n  o f  o u r  y o u t h ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  s t i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  ' i s  t h e
c o n t i n u e d  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  d e c l i n e  w i l l  b e  h a l t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
i t  i s  n o t  u p  t o  m e  t o  j u d g e . "

*Under l  ined  in  o r ig ' ina1
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REposE 0F THE RT.  REV.  N iKANDR (PApER, IN) j ,  B , ISH9P,gF SA0 PA0L0 AND BRAZIL , .  
:  .  

' .

0n Dec. 7nd, 1987, whi le En rb,ute, . to San Franc: isE€.; ,  Ci : l ' i f  .  to,c.onrt inue treatment fon. the
can,ce . f .  f rom wh ich  f re  was su f fe r ing ,  (upon t f rg  ySgent .  adv ice  o f  h ' i s  s is te r  who I  i ves  there)
B i S ' h o p ' I ' l ' i k a n d r , r e p o s e d  w h . i l e  i n ' f l ' i q h t .  T h e  p l a n s  s e t  d p w n  i n  P e r u .  w h e t e  t h e  M e d i c a l  :
Exalnjirer performed'an, autopsy... Th'e; twC- Subrtfelc-bns who'vile. accompanying''their ai1 ing 'r
B is 'hop,  Jbs ted  h ' im, .  and the  Lo t f  in  was 

^ f lbwn 
to - 'San Franc ' i sco  where  a is f iop  N[ ikandr  w is ' :

,  -  bur ied , '  
' a f te r  

a  funera l  serv ice  .a t  the ' rCatheOr i t .  He was 60  years  ,o f  age. :  ! .
' t . * (

APPE}\I .  OF Tt. tO "TIKHONITE" PRIESTS. 
. I  i

f f r e  f e s t o n  N e w s  B u l l e t i n  o f  1 L / 5 / 8 7 ' p u b l i r h . i ' t h " " ' i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t ' t " o ' p r i . r t s ,  w l o  
' :

s igned the i r  nambs ' ,on ly  as  "Pr ies ts  Gu.n i r - .  a r ld 'Germar t ' l , , ,who be i ,ong ta  the  lChurch  o f  , j i  r
"True  0r thodox  Chr is t ians"  ( in  o ther  wqr .d .s  the  Catac ,omb Church)  sent  a  pe t i t ion  to
Me[hopo ' l  ' i tan ,  V i  la l . y . ,ask ing  to  be  rece ivFg. , l l to  

.h ! i  
j r r i  sd ic t ion .  

, ] t " ,  .
,Th is ' i r s  no t  the  f  i ' r "s t ' t ime tha t  The 5ynod"o f  B , i ; sh i rps- i l ' !as  rece ived such -& 'pe . t i t ion .

t i t .Jhat i  s new, however,  i  s  that  up to now' such, Bet i  t ionsr,ryere receive{, .and..pt ,ocessed
' i n  a  c o n f i d e n t j a l  m a n n e r ,  a n d  n o w  t h j s - ' i n f o r m a t i o n , c o m e s  f r o m  a  s e c u l a r ,  n o t  e v e n
a n  0 r t h o d o x ,  p u b l i c a t i o n

The Keston  News Serv ice  has  a lso  rece ' i ved  two ' i ssues  o f  a  new underground pub l  i ca t ' ion
( S a m i z d a t )  e n t i t l e d  " F o r  0 r t h o d o x y  a n d  t h e  M o n a r c h y " .  T h e  p u b l i s h e r s  i n f o r m  t h e ' i r
r e a d e r s  o f  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  0 r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  0 u t s i d e  o f  R u s s i a ,  a n d
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  s p i r i t u a i  a u t h o r i t y  o f  l 1 ! e t r o p o l i t a n  V i t a l y .

EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL OF THE SERBIAN BISHOPS.

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  M a y  1 9 8 7 ,  a  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  S e r b i a n  0 r t h o d o x  B i s h o p s  w a s  c o n v o k e d  ' i n  ' '
B e l g r a d e ,  Y u g o s l a v i a .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  a  d e c i s i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  t o  c o n v o k e  a n  E x t r a o r d i n a r y
C o u n c i l .  I h i s  t o o k  p l a c e  f r o m  O c t .  3 r d  t o  O c t .  i O t h ,  1 9 8 7 .

A s  i s  o b v ' i o u s  f r o m  t h e  m e a g e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  o f f j c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
S e r b i a n  C h u r c h  " P r a v o s l a v l j e "  d a t e d  1 I / I / 8 7 ,  t h e  C o u n c j l  w a s  c o n v o k e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  d j s -
c u s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  s o l v e
I  oca l  D i  ocesan prob l  ems.

I h e  B ' i s h o p s  c o m p l a i n  t h a t  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  h a r a s s e d  w h e n ' i t  b e c o m e s  k n o w n  t o  t h e
a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s t u d y i n g  r e i i g i o n  a t .  h o m e .  M i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a l s o  s u f f e r
fo r  be ing  t rue  members  o f  the  Church ,  and some o f  them are  severe ly  pun ' i shed fo r  a t t -
e n d i n g  C h u r c h  S e r v i c e s .  P r i e s t s  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  v j s ' i t  t h e  s j c k  i n  h o s p i t a l s  o r
p r i s o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  C h u r c h  c a n n o t  g e t  a  p e r m i t  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m e d i a ,
( R a d i o  a n d  T e l e v i s ' i o n )  f  o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r e a c h i n g .  Y e t  a l  I  k ' i n d s  o f  p e r v e r t e d
p e o p l e ,  a n d  e v e n  c r i m j n a l s ,  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a ' i n i n g  s u c h  a  p e r m i t .

I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e  p r o t e s t s  m a d e  b y  t h e  C h u r c h  A u t h o r i t i e s ,  C h u r c h  p r o p e r t y  i s  c o n -
s t a n t l y  b e i n g  c o n f i s c a t e d ,  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l  p l o t s  o f  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  c h u r c h e s ,  w h i c h
i n  t h e o r y ,  t h e  C h u r c h ' i s  a l l o w e d  t o  u s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  i a r g e  C h u r c h - o w n e $
b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  i 1 1 e g a 1 1 y  c o n f i s c a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  a r d  h a v e  s t i l l  n o t  b e e n  r e t u r n e d .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  T h e o l o g ' i c a 1  S c h o o l s  i n  S a r a j e v o  a n d  S r e m s k i  C a r l o v c i .

Under  the  pre tex t  tha t  the  Sta te  wanted  to  make cop ies  o f  the  Church  met r ica l  records ,
they were removed from the Church and never returned.
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I t  . i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  i t ; t .  w i l l  , o o n  i . u i L w  S o m e  o f  i t s : l l a i l s ,  a n d  l h e ' C h u r c h ' w a n t s  t o

i l rbsdnt  i t s ,po in t  o f  ,V iew regard ing  son i ts  o f  them' to  the 'Author i t ies . ,  i

Ac ,cord ing  to  recent ly  rece ' i ved .  p r iva t -eo- i ,nLorynat ion  I r9*  a  p ro fe3sor  a t  a  ma jor  Theo lq 'g i t -
a l '  schoo i  ' i n .Be lg rade, ,  in  the , - rn jds t  o f  , ihe . ,$e1Qia1 Ep iscopate  there  are  two c ' lear ly ,  d is '
t i n g u i s h a b l e  s c n d o i i - . t  i n d r g n t t  o n "  w h i q h  

' ' i ' s ' s t r i c t t y  
O r . t n o d o x . a n d  s t ' r o n g l y  a n t i - e c u m e n -

i . i i - - - ln .  o i t t ; ip i . r .  o r  f  i .  ius t in '  Pcp jov l i c ,  ,nn9 !n 'e  o iner  the  advocates  o i  Ecuh,enr '1m, . ;  un-
fo r tunate ly ,  o r , ' i ' *u i t -come to  tne  con l lus j6 r i  th t i t ' the  la t te r  g r 'oup repres 'en ts  the 'm, r j 'o r i t y ,
s i n c e  t h e  S e r b i a n  0 r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  s o  h e r o i c a l l y  d e f e n d s  i t s  l i b e r t y  a n d  p r o p p r t y
b e f o r e  t h e  G o d l e s s  S t a t e ,  i s  s i n k i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e ' i n t o  t h e ' t e r r i b l e  m o r a s s  o f  E c u r t r e n i s m .

i , i

ECUMENISM'THROUGIi  THT EYES OF A JEWISH PROF'€sSOR AND A MUSLIM PHILOSOPHER. :

1 2 t 4 / 8 7 .  p u b l . i r t f 1 . d  u  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  b y  P r o f  . P a u l
H:.ffi:;!:Ti,;iil;'i,^:;311.,^'j,'?{f{?l.:Yfl:;:;3.u.['[],;?;l'fiiiu.i,i tv proi ' dl;id;;s
s t a t e s  t n i t - E c u r n e n i s m ,  w h i i c h ' o r i g ' i n a t e d , ' ' i n  C ; h r i s t i a n i t y ,  f o r  a , l o n g , p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  h a d  n o
ol i togue,w' i th,r l r idai im.*:  But n6wr 'Rabt i ; is  'drrd Musl , ' jms have become very act ive members of : ' ,  th js
m o v e m 6 n t .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  I s r d e l  ,  w j s h , ' i n g  t o  " e a s e : t h e  t e n s e  p o l i t i c a l  s ' i t u a t i o n ,  r e c e n t l y
i n . i t i a t e d  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  M u s l i m s .  A ' l t h o u g h  P r o f .  E ' i d e l b e r g  d o e s . s e e  a  c e r t a i n
a d v a n t a g e  f o r  i n e  I s r a e l j  c a u s e  f r o m  s u c h  " e c u m e n i c a l  c o n t a c t s " ,  h e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  o p p o s e d
to  th is  movement .

t ^ l h . i l e  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  e c u m e n i s m  a n d  " c o n t a c t s "  w i t h  d i f - f e r e n t  p u b l i c  f  i g u r e s ,
E. ide lberg  quot6s  a  subs tan t ia ' l  par t  o f  a  s ta tement  made by  the  renowned Mus l im Ph i losopher
5 .w.0  N is r ,  who was recent ly  appo ' in ted  Pro fessor  o f  Is lamic  S tud ' ies  a t  George Wash ' ing ton
u n i v e r s i t v . ' N a s r ,  w f o  i s  v e i y  t i l t i c a t  o f  E c u m e n i s m ,  c a 1 l e d  i t  a  " t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  u n i t y
o i  r e t i g i " o n s " .  E c u m e n i s m ,  h e  w r i t e s ,  " i s  b e c o m i n g  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  s i m p l e  r e l a t i v i z a -
t i  on  and f  u r ther  secu l  a r iza t ' ion"  .
p r o f .  E i d e l b e r g  s u m m a r i z e s  D r .  N a s r ' s  t r e n d  o f  t h o u g h t  a s  " t h e  t e n d e n c y  ( o f  E c u m e n i s m )
t o  d e n y  t h a t  a n y  r e l i g i o n  j s  t h e  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  e x c l u s ' i v e  t r u t h .  E c u m e n i s m  t h u s  r e i n f o r c e s
t h e  d o l t r i n e  o f  c u l t u i a l  r e ' l a t i v i s m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  n o  o b i e c t ' i v e  a n d  u n i v -
e i s a l l y  v a l i d  s i _ a n d a r d s  b y  w h i c h  t o  d e t e r m i n i  w h e t h e r  t h e  b e l i e f s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  o r , e
p e o p l e  a r e  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o i e  o f  a n o t h e r " . . . . . . " M o r e o v e r ,  b e c a u s e  r e l a t ' i v i s m  d e n i e s  t r a n s -
t e n d e n t a l  t r u t h s ,  i t  c a n n o t  b u t  b r e e d  s e c u l a r i s m .  T h a t  s o m e  r e l i g i o n i s t s  a r e  a l s o  r e l a -
t i v i s t s ,  i s  o n l y  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  o r  d e s i r e  f o r  p o p u ' l a r i t y .  E c u m e n ' i c a l s
f  i  t  th ' i  s  descr i  P t i  on"

D o c t o r  N a s r ,  n o w  q u o t e d  b y  P r o f .  E i d e l b e r g ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  " L i k e  r e l a t i v i s m ,  E c u m e n i s m  i s
not  concerned w i th  t ru th  o f  a  t ranscendan i -o rder ,  b r , t  ra ther  w ' i th  an  ou tward  and sent i -
m e n t a l  k i n d ,  w h j c h  c a n n o t  b u t  r e d u c e  r e l i g i o n s  t o  t h e i r  l e a s t  c o m m o n  d e n o m i n a t o r " .

, , l n  E c u m e n i s m , , ,  w r i t e s  P r o f .  E i d e l b e r g ,  o n e  d e t e c t s  a  p o w e r f u l  t e n d e n c y  t o  r e d u c e  r e l i g -
j o n  t o  m c r a l i t y ,  a n d  m o r a l i t y  t o  m e r e - b e n e v o l e n c e .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  r e v e l a t o r y  k n o w l e d g e
and D jv . ine  au thor i ty  a re  rep iaced by  human unders tand ing  and consensus .  But  th is  means '
; ; t r - N a s r ,  t h a t  , E c u m e n j s m  c a n n o t  u u t  r a t l  ' i n t o  a  k i n d  o f  H u m a n j s m ,  w h ' i c h  o n l y  d i l u t e s
w f y 6 , t  r e m a i n s  o f  r - l i g i o n .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  s e c u l a r i s m ' . "  P r o f .  E i d e l b e r g
. i i i i  f r i i -no iewor tny  i r t i c le  w i th  the  words :  "Ecumen ' ism is  no t  concerned w j th  t ru th . "

How sa id  i t  i s  tha t  someth ing  tha t  i s  so  cor rec t ly  and deep ly  unders tood by  a  Jewish
p r o f e s s o r  a n d  a  M u s l i m  P h i l o i o p h e r ,  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  s o  u n c l e a r  t o  a l l  t h o s e  m e m b e n s  a n d
act ' i v is ts  o f  the  Ecumenica l  movement  who c la ' im to  be  0r thodox '  "  "
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THE THEORY OF RELATIV ISM IN  QUESTIONS OF MORALITY, ,:: N,l

T h e  E c u m e n i c a l  P r ^ e S s  S e r v i c e  6 f  
' 1 1 l 1 1 / 9 7  r e p p n t s ' t h a t  a . g r o u p  o f  S t .  V l a d i m ' i r ' s  $ e 1 n j n i , q y

ATumni  o rqan ized a  sympos ipm'yh ich . -wa$.  f rp . ld  b t . ' the ;  Confe ' rence Center  o f  : the  Ant iochgan, .
i r i r to io i . i .  o i - r lo i l ' r "n f re r ica  in  penhsv lvan ia . '  The ma. in  theme:o f  th is  syqpos ' ium wdS; ,  . :

T o d a y i s  M o r . a l i t y ,  a n d  t h . e  m a . ' i n ,  s p e a k e r  w a s  F r .  / o h n  M e y e n d o r f f  ,  D e a n  o f  S t .  V l a d i m i r ' s
5!;T' .^;y."  i ; ; ' ivni l i r i r*-r  i i t .o:Foi i l r i -Juyt una, .ou. i .o u tunse or i  s10es, i  ncl  uding:
gi l ; i lT* ' .ngin.. i1ns-ai i , i : 'arrsir{g. . ,  uui t . .ni . r :e4,,main1y on sg*ui l ,qol i t i tv.-  ' - '3, . : - '

Arc t io r . ies t ,Meyendor f f  made a :s , ta tement  to ' repor te t rs  tha t  "0 r thodoxy  in  Amer ica  is  nb t "
t o r s i k j i r q  i t s -  t r g d i t i o n a l  i o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  i s  l o o k ' i , h g , , a t  c h a l l e n g e s : s u c h  a s  a b o r t i o o ,  6 s 1 s
Ai red t ty ,  and ' i s 'hand l  ing  them qrore  f lex i -b1y ,  than i ; . r '3 'eommon jn  some 0r thodox  count r f ,es ' . ' "

. a '

Fr . ,  Meyendor f f  d isavowe,d  the  " t r iumpha l i : s t ' i c "  c1 'a im o f  .0 r thodoxy  - tha t -onTy IT-has  a l l
the  

'an iwers  
io  today , ls  ,p t lob lems;  "The 0r : thodox , t , r rad j t i ' on  i s  no t  iega l  i s t i c  and does  no t

t . .  r . r a l i t v  a s  a  m i t t e r  o f  b l a c k  a n d  w . h i t e . "  s a i d " F . r : "  M e y e n d o r f f .  " R a t h e r ,  [ h e r e  i s
t  io*etni  nq wir i  ch ' is :  worse and something wh j  ch is better, ;  Homosexual  act , iv i  ty '  i  s  somethi  ng
w o r s e .  i t  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i f  i e d  a s  a  p o , $ l t i v e  f u l f  i l l m e n t  o . f ' h u m a n i t y . r : ,  ,  '

H e  t h i n k s ,  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  S y m p 6 s ' i u m ' s  p a r t i c { p a n t s  a g r e e d ' w i t h  h i m ,  t h a r  t o d a y
i h e  a t t e * p t r , , t o  i i i g h i . n , p 6 o p l e  w i t h - n i t t f i r e  a r e  ' i n e f f e c t ' i v e ,  a n d -  t h a t  t h e  0 r t h o d o x  "
v i e w  o f  s e x u a l i t y ' t ; - - - O  b e  b r e s e n t e d  t o  p e o p l e  i n  p o s J t i v e  f o r m s ,  a s  a n  i d e a l

: :
A 1  t h o u g h  F r .  M e y e n d o r f f  d i d  s a y  t h a t  0 r t h o d o x y  i n  R m e r . i L a  ' i s _ n o t ' i o r s a k i n g  i t s  t r a d i ! i o n -
a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  h i s  r e m a r k  t h a t  t h e  s ' i n  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y . ] : . o n ] . y . " s o m e t h i n g  w o r s e " ,  m a k e s
one 'doubt  the_s teadfas tne .sS,  o f  "Or th .o ,dox"  t rad i t ions  i1 : , the  r . t . .O.  " ' ' i ' ; -

A  ' 'BLUNDER' '  BY CARDINAL;  RATZINGIR.

0 n  I 0 / 2 4 / 8 7 ,  a  C o n s e p v a t i v e  - I t a l ' i a n  N e w s p a p e r  " 1 1  S a b a t o " , ,  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c ' l e  b y  C a r d -
i n a t  R a t z i n g . r , - ; ; i C f i  i i . i i . a - q u i t e  a  s t i r ' i n  i n t e r n a t i o n i l  c ' i r c l g t : 1 , ' T h e  c a u s e  f o r  s u c h
c o n c e r n  w a s - t h a t  C a r d i n a l  R a t z i n g e r , , , w h e n  d i s c u s s j n g  C g t h o l j c - J e w i s h  r e l a t i o n s , _ w 1 9 t e _ - .
t h a t  " t h e  p o p e  h a s  o f f e r e d  n o t  o n t y  r e s p e c t ,  b u t  a  t n g g l o g l g a l -  I i n e  t h a t  n o t  o n l y ' i m p l i e s
o u r  u n ' i o n  w i t n  t n e  f a i t h  o f  A b r a h a m ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e , r e a l  j t y  o f  - J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  ' i n  w h i c h  t h e
Fa i  th  o f  Abraham' f  i  nds  ' i ' t s  f  u l  f  i l  I  ment .  I
Th is .  sen tence d is tu rbed_Roman Catho l i cs  as  we l l  as  Jews.  

'Bo th  
g roups  immedia te ly  demand-

.o lJn expianat ion f rorn,g;ardinal  Ratz, inser. i - , . {cpgrdi lg lo,  - !h9,  Ne-y,_Y"i !  TlT: :_ol  1r / r?/97,
t h e  C a r d i n a l ' s  g f f i c e  m l i e  a n  e x p ' ! a n a t . i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h ' i s  w o r d s  w e r e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  c o n -
tex t ,  and tha t  the  Card ina l  in tehded ' to  say .  tha t  ' i fo r  us"  t .h ! t ,Fa i th  o f  Abraham f jnc is  i t s
iu l ' f i f  lment , in  Chr is t ian i ty .  Eugene F ische ' r ,  SecrETar ! - fo r  Catho l  i c - ' Jewish  re la t ' ionsr -
i ; ;  N C C B .  i o * p t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  t i i n s l a f i ' o n  o f  t h e  C a r d i n a l ' s ' a r t i " c l e  w a s i ' d o n e  w i t h o t r t , ' t h e
i . . r  i  . .  ior  t i re "  nuance" o ' f  the I  ta l  i  ar i r  1 anguage. ' '  I

y ; ; ,  i i . , l . * i s h  c c n t i n g e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h e  d ' i s s a t i s f i e d ,  a n d  t h e  " J e w i s h  P r e s s "  o f t N o v .
27 t^ ,  LggT ins is ts  t f ra l  tne  words  r r ;sp  ssr i 'ac tua l l y  do .no t  ex i i ' s t  in  the  I ta l ian  and ' -

,  German tex ts  o f  the  Card ina l ' s 'expranat ioq l . . - -  f r . ruv  iu .  in  Ratz inger 's  exp ]anat ion ,  (by

ine ' ' ' - ; v , - i i - i i  .o r ron  knowledge tha t  th . ' i s " 'C t ra jn i l  has  a  very  ' s l rgng in f luence oveh.$he
p o p e )  6 v i o e n c e  t h a t  t h e  V a t i c i n  i s  n o t ' s i n c e r e  i n  l e a d i n g  t h e . d i a l o g u e , . a n d  t h r e a t e h b d '
to  cance l  a  meet ing  be tween the ' i r  representa t ives  anc !  the  Vat ican ,  wh ich  was schedu led
for  December  1987. -  So fa r  there  has  been no  ' in fo rmat ' ion  rece ived tha t  such a  meet ing ' : ' '
was  he ld  a t  the  end o f  the  Year .
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T H E  R E P O S E  O F  B I S H O P  I N N O C E N T .  I : 1
, 0 h , D e c e m b e r  2 2 h d ' , 1 9 8 7 ,  ! r l , B u e n o s  A i r e ! ; ; A r g e n t i 0 a ,  B i s h p B  I n n o c e n t  p a s s e d  a w a y  f r o m .
c a n t ' 6 r .  '  H i s  ' G r a c e  w d s - B i s h b p : o f .  B u e n e s - A i r b s r  a n d - A r g e h t i n a ,  a n d  P a r a g u a y .  .  H e  w a s " , ! f ' e '

Iq1  h- is  youth ,  V l .adyku u . ru ,  a  m ' i ' l  i , ta ry l 'man and par t i i i pa tdO in , t fe  C jv i l  War  o f  1917,  l i
a  mer i rUe i  o f  i r re  Vo iun teqr  Whi te ' 'A rmy. - -  i lq  was ' i r i ' t f re  un ' i t  wh ich 'was the  f  i r s t  to  s to rm. .
t h e  I p a t i e v  H o u s e - i n ' " i f  i t . i i n U r r g ,  i n " * h i c n  t h e  R o y a l  F a m i l y  ' d n d ' t h e ? r  f  a i  t h f u l  . s e r v a l t s
we ie : in , l rOered.  A t  tha t  t ime V ladyka re , i cued a  p iece  o f ;wa l l  p la5 i te r :  wh i ,ch  was,  SHt t i ra igd
w i . t h  t h e  m a r t y r s  b l o o d ,  a n d  c a r e f u l l y ' p r e s e r y e d  t h i s  r e l i c ,  a l w a y s  c a r r y i n . g . l t . w i t h . h i m ,
n e x t  t o  h i s  c - h e s t .  A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  t h i s  r e l i c  w a s  g i v e n  t o  M e t r o p o ' l i t a n  V i t a l y  t h r o u g h
H i s  G r a c e  B i  s h O P , H i l  a r i o n .

A t  t h e  b e q ' i n n i : n q  o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  V l a d y k a  I n n o : c b n t , ' w a 5 ' f e e l i n g ' s o  b a d l y ' 1 6 6 t ^ h e  a s k e d  t h e
i r roi=ro=5ir ' . ; ; " i l i ,1 t . - .ut in.='ne . . tu." .J.  i r :  i i rg n. i i1t ' . in.Paraguiy and part l { . i i  $ l : -
gent ina , 'and. :wh ' i . |6 . :  ihbPhf ,aguay  he"1 , i1 fo rmed 'Archpr jes t  V l3d ] ,mi r  f  h lenev  in  Argent ina , , tha t
6e  *a t  iee l ing  very \poor ly ran ,d  tha t 'he inebded inuned ia te  he1p. ;Fr , ,  ShTenev went  to  Paraguay
t o , , p i c k  V l a d y [ a  u p . b y . ' c a r ,  s i n c e ,  h e ^ w a : s ,  n g t  a p , 1 g ,  t o  f  l y " - . E n  r o t l t e . t o - A r g e n t i n a  ' V l a d y k a
s tar ted  to ,b ieeO b"Ep iuse ly  and .was  admi t ted ;  lg t ' i 'Buenos A i res  hosp i ta l  .  A f tg r "q : " few 4ays
ne-CieJ  there ,  hav i 'ng  the ' las t  joy :1 ,0 f  see ' ing  n is  on ly  son who f lew.  l !  f rom Yugos lav i 'A ' .
V l a d y k a  w a s  b u r i e d  i n  A r g e n t ' i n a - b y  l h e  l o c a l  C l e r g y ,  s i n c e  n ? r t  o n e  B i s h o p  f r o m  A m e r i c a
* ,? l . l r?b le  t6  go  to  Argent ina  to  p ieg ide  over  the  funera l  serv ' i ce .  '1  

. '
B ls f i ; .p  Innocent  was an  avowed ant icommunis t  and loqght ' th is  -p lague wherever  he  found i t .
H e  n o t  o n l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  C i v l 1  W a r ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a m e  a  v o l u n t e e r  o f  a  R u s s i a n  A n t ' i -
c o m m u n i s t  b o i p s  i n  V u g o s l a v i a  ( 1 9 4 2 - 1 9 4 5 ) .  n e  w a s  o b l i g g d . , t 9 ,  l e a v e  h i s  w i f e  a n d  y o u n g
s o n ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  r e l u r n  t o  C o m m u n i s t  Y u g o s l a v i a  a t  t h e ' e n d  o f  t h e  w a r '  L a t e r  h e  w a s
o r O i i n e d  a  p r i e s t  a n d ' ' s e r v e d  i n  P a r a g u a . y , - w h e r e ' h e  w a s  a  p e r s o n a l ,  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t
o f  tha t  Count ry .  in  t 'gg+ he  wbs ton iu rL i  w i th  the  name o i  Innocen 'L  and orda jned B ishbp '
tg  b . ,  the  V icar  o , f  the  a i l  ing  Arge 'n t in ian  Arc_hb ishop Athanas ios .  , .  , , ,
In  J r r ty  o f  1987,  Anchb ishop Seraph i rn , .o f  Ch ic igo  passed a Ia I :  - . .  In ,  November  o f  1987,  B i ' sh-
op  f r f  i k indr  o f  B iaz ' i l  reposed.  And now,  w i  th  the  death  o f  B ishop Innogent r ,  the  Church
O.?u:p,* nhas lost three of i.,f l-Bishops . , .,, i . .r,, ::,

rHr '  EptSTLE 0F THE Mgsc014' :pATRIARcHATE 11ARKING TFH::70th ANNIVERSARY'0F THE REVOLUT.I0t l .  "
t " : t _ . , t ' - 1  

" ' - -  Y '  
. - i :  

. , r ) ' l  , " r , ,  ,  ,  .  ; ] ;  r :  ; ; ' - . , . . ; ' ' " ; r , . .  - . '  . . ' . r . : r ' r  . , .  l : ' l - l ; : i i  - .

The ' ,  M.oscow Pat r ja rchate  pub l , i : shed "The Ep iSt le  o f . , ! lu  H9 l  i lq l : , ,P i rnen;  Pat r i rq , rch .o f  , - :
Moa iow,  and the ,Ho1, !  Synod,o : f  the  Russ ian  0r thgd,ox 'Qhur {h , -  !o ' I l l i f  G,1a9e1. ' the  B i :hop$ i . ,
ve" ie rao ie  C lepSiv ,  i tonor -au lq , l4onas t ics ,  and.q l l  the  fa i . !h fu ' l  -ch i ld ren  9 f^ t le ,  Russ ia l r ; ; , - : . , '
0r ihodox Chur[6; ' ,  i  n connect ' ion wi  th the 70fh ,a l ry i .vers-dry of  the Great 0ctober Soc j  a l ' ts t
Rq,v,oJ u ti on . ,, r,:r -i , ,:r,i4 ''
fne- ,gp is t ' le ,  shows,  as  ney ; ! . rge fore ,  hgw f^9 i th fu l l y , , the  Moscow Pat r ianchate ' i s  serv ' t 'n ! : the
God l :ess  government .  I t  , : i r i so  d i  sgus t i  ng  in  i t s  tone,  !h .a t  even- ,w i  th in  the_Sov ie t  Up i
i i " ,eurr . l  a number of  protes ts .  f  r .  Ot eO Vat<unj  n sent 'h i  s protest  to the Patr i  arch,  '  cr i  t -
ien i ing  th is  tp is t le ,  ind :  jus t  re ren t ly  we"  rece f ived  a  copy  o f  another  

' le t te r  
to  the  Pat -

r i ' i r cn ,  wh ich  is  s t r i k ing  io r i t s .cour igeous  tone.  i , Je  o f fe r  our  readers  the  comple te
tex t .
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" Y o u r  H o l ' i n e s s ,  
' r  ' - - .

.  Y O U f  G f  a C e S :  , ,  i i . .  j

' Y o u r  
E p j s t l e  o f  0 c t o b e r  1 7 t h ,  i 9 8 7  p e r s o n a l l y  e f f e c t s  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  C h r i s t i - a n ,  s i n c e

i t  p r e s e n t s  t h e m  a s  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . ' N o t  w ' i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  s u c h  a  l t a m p  u p o n  m y s e . l f i  I
p e r s o n a l l y ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a g r e e  w i t h  m e ,  w a n t  t o  r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  i s  n o t  a .
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  d u e  t o  t h e  p e a c e f u l  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h , . a n d  d u e  t o  C h r i s t ' s  t e a c h i n g
about  the  na ture  o f  the  Heaven ly  K ingdc ,m be ing  no t  o f  th is  wor ld .  There fore ,  Chn ' i s t ians
c a n n q t ,  w ' i t h o u t  r e n o u n c i n g  C h r i s t  a n d  c o m m ' i t t i n g  b l a s p h e m y  e g a i n s t  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  i u s t -
i f y '  ' the  e f fo r ts  t0  ac 'h jeve  wor ldy  goods by  c rue l  ty  and by  the  shedd ' ing  o f  b lood,  (such as
b u i y , i n g  a 1 i v e ,  h a n g i n g  b y  t h e  h a ' i r  o n  t h e  R o y a l  G a t e s ,  s p l a s h i n g  p e r s o n s  w i t h  w a t e r -  d u r i n g
a  b i t t e r  f r o s t ,  e t c . )

Yet ,  Chr is t ians  are  ab le  to  e r : ' i s t  in  any  soc ie . ty ,  mak ing  the i r  benevo l€ f l , f " , in ' f iupnce
y i s i l i e , , a n d  p r o t e c t i n g " t h a t  s o c i e t y  f r o m  d e s t r u c t i o n .

At  the  present  t ' ime the  au thor i  t ies  a re  under tak ' ing  some measures  wh ich  are  to  be
comnrenc led"  I t  ' i s  appnopr ia te  to  ment jon  tha t ' i t  was  no t  Your  Graces ,  who be ing  the
s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e m ' t o  a c t  i n  t h i s  m a R n e r .  . J u s t  t h e
o ip ,os1 te  i s  t rue .  Your  cons tan t  p r i i ses ,  I  ies -and f la t te ry  on ' l y  he lped to  s low down I
t i i i  p rocess .  Now,  ins tead o f  he lp ing  them to  f ind  the  pa th  to  ach ieve  t rue  goodness ,
Y o u r  G r a c e s ,  a s  u s u a i ,  p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  w a l k j n g  t h i s  p a t h ,  d i s t o r t i n g  C h r i s t ' s  t e a c h i n g s ,
a n d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e s e  d i s t o r t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  b e n e f i t .

A t  th ' i s  t ' ime,  when the  au thor i t ies  a re  rehab ' i l  i ta t ing  the i r  mar ty rs ,  You cont inue to
s tep  over  the  memory  o f  the  Chr is t ian  Mar ty rs  fo r  the  Fa i th - - ihc lud ing  our  p resent 'day
Mar iy rs  such as  Fr .  V l  ad lmi r  Rusak  who is  ' incarcera ted  s imp iy  , f .o r  .speak ing  the  t ru th
about  the  h is to ry  o f  the  Church

At  th is  t ime,  when the  au thor i t . ieS,  due to  the i r  po l i cy  o f  Democ- r .a t i za t ion ,  do  no t
exer t  any  pressure  upon you,  you cannot  as  in  the  pas t ,  ius t i f y  your  ac t ions  w i th  the
excuse o i  ; ' government  p ressure" .  There fore ,  the  teach ing  about  the  revo lu t ionary  char -
a c t e r  o f  C n i i s t i a n ' i , t y  w h i c h  y o u  l a i d  o u t  i n  y o u r  E p i s t i e ,  i s  y o u r  o w n ,  e x p r e s s e d  b y  y o u r
o w n  f r e e  w i 1 1 ,  b y  w h i c h  y o u  i e n o u n c e  C h r i s t ' S  t e a c h ' i n g s  a n d  b y  w h i c h  y o u  c o m m i t  b ' l a s p h e m y
aga i  ns t  the  Ho ' lY  SPi  r i  t .

I  u rge  your  Graces  to  p rac t ice ,  i f  no t  Ch ' r i s t ian  honesty ,  then a t  leas t  human honesty .
Look  in  ine  Ho ly  Scr ip lwres  and youwi l l  see  tha t  there  js  no th ing  in  common.between your
J theo logy  o f  the  revo i i . r . t ion"  and Chr is t ian  teach ing .  Do honest ly  recogn ize  i t  and pub ' l i sh
i t  i n  a  f o r t h c o m i n g  E P i s t l e .

STEPHAN KRASOVSKY''


